Chapter 16: after expectations 
In the ladies bathroom of New Tech High, Kat is crying. Z enters the bathroom and saw Kat crying.

Z: Are you alright?

Kat: I’m fine. I just had a moment of weakness.

Z: It’s oke Kat. I guess that presentation with Bridge was a little too much for you.

Kat: So, what about you?

Z: Me?

Kat: Yeah.

Z: I’m fine.

Kat: Come on Z. I saw the way you look at Sky.

Z: Sky and I have become good friends. That’s all.

Kat: You can’t fool me Z. 

Z: Sky is dating Syd.

Kat: So, you tell me nothing happened between the 2 of you this week?

Z kept silence and Kat noticed that indeed something happened between them.

Kat: I’ll take that as a yes. So, what happened?

Z: It doesn’t matter. 

Kat: It does. Tell me Z. 

Z: Last night, Sky and I finished our project. We were both talking about the loved ones in our life. He was hesitating about the fact if Syd could be the one. And before we knew we were holding hands. 

Kat: Well, that’s not a tragedy.

Z: Unless there’s a witness and she has other thoughts about it.

Kat: Who?

Z: Mora. 

Kat: You don’t have to worry about her. She might form a threat to you, but I know that she won’t tell anyone. 

Z: There’s more.

Kat: More? 

Z: Yesterday at The Lair, I don’t know, I guess we had a sort of moment.

Kat: What kind of moment?

Z: He was being sweet. The mood around us was very unsuited for people who just wanna be friends. 

Kat: Oke, I’m confused now.

Z: Sky, he said the sweetest things to me last night. You know that song of Jewel was played on the jukebox last night.

Kat: What song?
Z: Have a little faith in me.

Kat: I love that song.

Z: Me too. It was so intense. It was like time stood still for us. We even almost…

Kat: Oh my god. It’s not what I’m thinking right. 

Z: I don’t know how it could have happened.

Kat: Oh my god. You kissed Sky Tate.

Z: No, I didn’t. Well, almost.

Kat: Oh wow. 

Z: Yeah, wow. But not so wow if someone has seen it.

Kat: Syd didn’t see it, right.

Z: She almost did, but luckily she didn’t.

Kat: Then who did see it?
Z: Bridge. If he didn’t appear, then I’m afraid the kiss would have happened.

Kat: Oh, wow. Can you believe it? You’ve almost kissed Sky Tate.
Z: Sky Tate, who happens to be my former project partner.

Kat: Sky Tate, who also happens to be your brother’s worst enemy.

Z: Oh, no. I haven’t thought about that one yet. Jack will freak out when he hears about this.

Kat: And he already beat him up once, there’s no telling that he won’t do it twice.
Z: I’m afraid he will when he hears about it. That’s why we can’t tell him. It’s too risky.

Kat: You’re right. Don’t worry Z, your secret is safe with me.

Z: Thanks.

Z and Kat both left the bathroom. They didn’t realize that there was another person in the bathroom as well. Mora came out of the toilet and she has heard everything.

Mora: Wow, the things you hear when you’re in the ladies room.

She smiled and left the bathroom. Meanwhile, Jack is eating in the cafeteria. Bridge and Sam walked to them. 

Sam: Hey, any room at the pig’s table?
Jack: Very funny.

Sam: We’ll take that as a yes.

Bridge and Sam took a seat.

Jack: So, what do you guys think now the project is over?

Sam: More freedom.

Jack: It was quite a challenge.

Bridge: I totally screwed up things with Kat.

Sam: No kidding. 

Bridge: And worse, she’s avoiding me.

Jack: Why am I not surprised? After what happened yesterday, she probably bans you out of her life right now.

Sam: Excuse me, did I miss something in here?

Jack: Romeo here totally screwed up with Kat yesterday. He about to tell her the truth about his feelings, but chickened out eventually. 
Sam: I can’t believe it. You are such a coward. I mean if I were you I would tell her right away.

Bridge: It’s not that easy.

Sam: Bridge, love should never wait. Before you know, she will run off with some other guy and your chances with her will be zero.

Bridge: Then what are you waiting for? Mora isn’t getting younger, you know.
Sam: What?! Mora?! What are you talking about?

Bridge: You know dam well what I’m talking about.

Jack’s eyes grew large and started to smile when he hears something new. 
Jack: Dude, I didn’t know you have a crush on Mora.

Sam: I don’t. 

Bridge: So, you’re not jealous on a certain Andy Hughes?

Sam: No…how do you know this stuff anyway?

Bridge: I’m working at a newspaper office, remember. It’s my business.

Jack: Andy Hughes? Mora is dating the kickboxing champion?
Sam: They are not dating. 

Bridge: From very reliable sources I heard they were.

Sam: The guy is just giving some private kickboxing lessons to her.

Jack: Private lessons? Sounds like a date to me.

Sam: Guys, it’s not a date. They don’t even like each other that much.

Bridge: Sounds like someone’s jealous.

Sam: I am so not jealous. I’m just telling you the facts. Mora and that kick box guy are not dating and they are certainly not an item.

Jack: Oke, say if they are not dating and not interested in each other, why do you care?

Sam had no answer on that question. He looked at Jack and Bridge, who were smiling, coz they know the truth. Meanwhile, Sky and Syd are standing at their lockers. 
Sky: Are you sure you don’t need help?

Syd: You will do anything to find out what that surprise is.

Sky: Well, you can’t say that I’m not trying. Come on Drew, spill out.
Syd: I told you. Not before the ceremony.

Sky: What if I give you something in return for that? Like a kiss.

Syd: Schuyler Wesley Tate, are you trying to bribe me?

Sky: Well, that depends. Will you tell me if I do?

Syd gave Sky a tender kiss and smiled.

Syd: No, but thanks for the kiss.

Sky: That is so unfair. 

Syd: Who says that life is fair? 

Sky: What kind of surprise is it? Did you manage to invite the president or something?

Syd: Nice try, but you’re not even close. Just wait until the ceremony oke.

Sky: Fine.

Syd embraced Sky and the 2 kissed. At that moment, Mora joins them.

Mora: Oh lord, get a room, will ya.

Syd and Sky broke up their kiss.

Sky: Mora, what a surprise. Anything we can help you with?

Mora: Oh, nothing. Just wondering if you guys don’t miss your old project partners.
Syd: Well, I have to admit that it was quite a challenge to work with Jack, but I’m glad I did.

Mora: What about you Sky? You don’t miss the close partnership with Z?

Sky: I have no idea what you’re talking about.

Mora: Those long coffee moments at the Lair. I’m sure you’ll remember those.

Sky: Syd, is alright if I talk to Mora alone for just a sec?

Syd: Yeah, sure. I need to go to The Daily Star anyway. I’ll see you later at the ceremony.

Sky: Oke. 

Syd and Sky kissed. Syd left to the office and Sky looked at Mora with angry eyes.

Sky: What were you thinking?

Mora: What?

Sky: You almost told what happened between me and Z while my girlfriend stood next to me. 

Mora: What do you mean what happened between you and Z?

Sky: You know dam well what I’m talking about.

Mora: Sky, I’ve only seen the 2 of you holding each other’s hand for a moment. It’s totally innocent. It’s not like I saw you guys kissing each other or something.

Sky was silent for a moment.

Mora: Unless, the both of you…did you both…you know.

Sky: That’s none of your business.

Mora: Oh my god. So it’s true? You kissed Z?
Sky: What? Who told you?

Mora: Does that matter? You kissed her.
Sky: Look, if you want the truth, Z and I never kissed. We’re just friends. That’s it.

Mora: Oh my god, but you almost did. 

Sky: I don’t have to answer that.

Mora: Ofcourse you don’t have to answer that. It’s written all over you face. And now you’re scared that Syd will find out about it. 

Sky: So what are you gonna do now? You’re gonna tell her?

Mora: Sky, you know me so bad. I’m not like that.

Sky: Then what do you want?

Mora: Why do people always think the worst of me?

Sky: Oh, I don’t know. Because you tried to make Syd’s life miserable a few times. Sometimes mine and sometimes Z’s. And don’t forget Sam’s.

Mora: Hey, Sam is Sam. He makes my life miserable and I do the same favor to him. That’s our daily routine. You should know that by now.
Sky: Whatever. So, what do you want from me?

Mora: I just want you to be happy.

Sky: Why do you care? And besides, I am already happy.

Mora: Yeah, sure quarterback boy. You are happy. Question is, are you happy with the right woman? 

Sky: I’m not gonna answer that.

Mora: Don’t. Think about it first and then decide.

Mora left. Sky thought about what Mora said. Was she right? Is he starting to doubt about his relationship with Syd? Just because he and Z have more in common and because he had a crush on her for a long time. 

End of Chapter 16…

