Chapter 17: Mystery Exposure
That afternoon, school was almost finished. Syd is still in The Daily Star working on the computer. Bridge enters the room.

Bridge: Hey.

Syd: Hey.

Bridge: Shouldn’t you be on Mainstreet right now?

Syd: Yeah, just give me a sec.

Bridge saw the huge poster role next to her table.

Bridge: So, what kind of poster is this?

Bridge enrolled the poster.

Syd: Bridge, no!

Bridge saw it was a poster of a little girl crying.

Bridge: What is this?

Syd: That’s my surprise.

Bridge: This is your surprise? A girl who’s crying?

Syd: It’s not just some girl. She’s one of the victims of that Mainstreet Bomb Incident and she was the only one who survived.

Bridge: So, why do you need this poster for?

Syd: That’s the surprise.

Bridge: Oke, I’m confused now. 

Syd: Just wait and see. You won’t believe your ears when I tell during that ceremony.

Bridge still looks confused at Syd. What was she talking about? Syd just smiles and looked at the poster. Meanwhile, Z and Kat are talking to each other in the hallway. 
Z: You’re not serious about this, are you?

Kat: Oh yeah. I had quite enough of this.

Z: Kat, that is not the solution. Banning Bridge out of your life. Just talk to him. 

Kat: Oh right, like that would help. By the time I finished my first sentence, he already run off to the other side of the country.

Z: Well, there’s something you could do to let him listen.

Kat: Like what? Tie him up to a chair?

Z: Hey, that’s not such a bad idea. Maybe you should.

Kat: Do not joke with emotional people Delgado.

Z: Be honest, what do you think of Bridge? 

Kat: I think he’s a good friend and he always listens. Well, used to.

Z: No, I meant, have you ever seen Bridge as more than just a friend?

Kat: No, not really.

Z: But what would you say if he did admit his feelings towards you?

Kat: I don’t know.

Z: Well, how would you feel if he admits it?

Kat: I guess I would be a little scared.

Z: Same goes for Bridge. The both of you are scared, coz it’s a risk of losing a friendship. The 2 of you have been close for years and now that you’re both not kids anymore, hormones starts to develop and you start to see each other in a different side. It’s the beginning of a relationship that is about to come. You already had the first step in love, that is friendship and now you’re about to take the next step, being a couple. 
Kat: Alright Dr. Love. Since when have you become the expert at these kinds of situations? 

Z: I just know, oke. First it’s the meeting each other, then when you get to know each other, you start to hate each other, then they suddenly date and before you know it there’s that first kiss with the boy you never expect it would happen.
Kat: Oke, that doesn’t sound like me and Bridge. That more sounds like Sam and Mora.

Z: Sam and Mora? Since when they started dating?

Kat: Oh they haven’t…yet.

Z: And how would you know that those 2 would end up together?

Kat: Oh, let’s just say that they’re still working on the first step by the book of love and I’m sure that step 2 will follow soon as well.

The 2 girls smiled and they kept walking through the hallway to the exit. Meanwhile, Jack and Sam are walking on the streets on their way to Mainstreet. Sam saw that Jack’s smiling the whole time. 
Sam: Why are you smirking? 

Jack: I’m not.

Sam: Yes, you are. That big grin on your face is exploring the truth.
Jack: So you and Mora. Wow.

Sam: What do you mean me and Mora?

Jack: I mean I never thought of you and Mora…you know.

Sam: We are not a couple Jack.

Jack: Oh, I wasn’t talking about that. I was talking about the thought of you and Mora being friendly to each other. I never thought you could get along with that girl.

Sam: Wait a sec, just because we don’t agree sometimes, you think that the 2 of us hanging out would be impossible?

Jack: You and Mora? Hanging out? Isn't that one of the biblical signs of the apocalypse?

Sam: Uh-huh, speaking of that, what about you and Syd?
Jack: What about us?

Sam: Well, the 2 of you seem to get along pretty well. 

Jack: So?

Sam: So, nothing happened between the 2 of you during the last week? Close working with the most popular girl of New Tech High. 

Jack: Whoa, I see where this is heading. Syd and I enjoined the collaboration, that’s it. No uprising romances like you have with Mora.

Sam: Oke, first of all, Mora and I don’t share any romance thoughts and second, convince me with reasons why you shouldn’t fall for her.

Jack: Oh I don’t know, maybe because she’s the girlfriend of Jackass Tate.

Sam: Good point there. But what if Sky found another girl?
Jack: What are you talking about Sky and Syd are crazy for each other.

Sam: Jack, it’s just an example.

Jack: You tell me which girl could replace Syd.

Sam: How about Kat?
Jack: Oke, keyword “Bridge”. Bridge is Sky’s best friend and I don’t think he would steel the girl of his best friend’s dream. What about Mora?

Sam: Hey, leave her out of this.

Jack: Oh, sorry, touchy subject.

Sam: What about Z? 

Jack: Z?

Sam: Yeah, Z.

Jack: You mean Z? Z, Z. My Z?

Sam: Yeah, you know, the girl who lives across your room. 

Jack started to laugh. 

Sam: What’s so funny about that?

Jack: Oh come on Sam. They are so not attracted to each other.
Sam: You mean as in Z isn’t attracted to Sky or Sky isn’t attracted to Z?

Jack: Both. That’s ridiculous. Besides, Z is way too smart to fall for a loser like him.

Sam: And why do you think Sky wouldn’t fall for her? I mean behind those study books a pretty face is hiding. 

Jack: Because Z is Z. 

Sam: Oh that has clear up the air now.

Jack: What I mean there are different kinds of girls. You have the girls who like to have fun, have a social life, easy to get and are totally airheads. Then you have the girls who are buried behind their study books, despite people who are not coming to the library, not interested in dating, but smart and intelligent. And I know guys like Sky Tate. He likes girls who are rated to the first category. Z, is on the hand, rated to the second category. The smart students who rather avoid tackle dummies like Tate. 
Sam: Well, how do you know for sure? I mean the 2 of them got close since...you know.

Jack: I just know it and I’m telling you. Sky is not interested in Z. 

While Jack and Sam continued their walk to Mainstreet, Sky is waiting between the crowds of people and press in Mainstreet. He was thinking about his moment with Z at The Lair yesterday.

Sky: Z, you have someone you can open up to and count on.

Z: Sky…I don’t know what to say.

Sky: You’re the only one I can open up to.

Z: That’s really flattering.

Sky: It’s the truth. 

Sky held his hand over Z and their heads moved a little closer to each other and their lips desired to touch each others.

Syd: Hey Sky!

He suddenly snaps out of his back flash after his girlfriend calls his name. He turns around and saw Syd arriving with Bridge. 

Sky: Hey. 

Syd: What were you thinking about?

Sky: Me?

Syd: Yeah, it’s like something bothering you. 

Sky looks at Bridge, who’s looking with concern eyes as well. Then Sky smiles and embraced his girlfriend.

Sky: There’s absolutely nothing going on with me. Trust me.

Syd: Oke, if you say so. I gotta get myself ready for the ceremony. I’ll see you later.

Sky: Goodluck. I mean, break-a-leg.

Syd and Sky kissed. Syd left to the back of the stage. 

Bridge: You were thinking about her again, weren’t you?

Sky: What?

Bridge: Tell me the truth, how long you’re going to keep this play up?

Sky: Don’t start.

Bridge: Syd and Z are both my best friends. I hate it when one of my friends gets hurt. 
Sky: If I tell Syd, she will get hurt.

Bridge: And if you don’t, she will as well. How long are you going to keep this actually up?

Sky: If you manage to keep your feelings towards Kat for years, then it shouldn’t be a problem for me.

Bridge: Sky, that’s different. Coz I’m not the one risking to lose my girlfriend. 

Sky: I won’t lose her. I have decided to keep my distance from Z. 

Bridge: Oh and mister here thinks it will easy. 

Sky: I have no choice Bridge. Sometimes we have to give up the things we want the most.

Bridge was speechless after what Sky just said. Meanwhile, Kat and Z just arrived in Mainstreet.

Kat: So, where’s Jack?

Z: I don’t care.

Kat: I assume you still haven’t forgiven him yet. 

Z: He’s so stubborn. He doesn’t wanna apologize to Sky. What’s difficult in saying the 2 little words “I’m sorry”? What could possibly stand in his way of saying that?

Kat: The iron wall between those 2?

Z: You mean Jack’s pride and reputation. He could be so selfish sometimes. 

At that moment, Mora joins them. 

Mora: Hey ladies, any news that will attract my ears?

Kat: Oh, I think you have heard quite enough for the last few days.

Z: Too much if you ask me.

Mora: Oh, you mean the news about the moment where you and Sky almost kissed each other?

Z: What? How do you know that?

Mora: Well, you hear so many things when you’re in the ladies bathroom.

Z: You’ve been spying on us?

Mora: I wasn’t spying. I happened to pick up the conversation.
Kat: You have listened to our conversation? Mora, what you did was invading our privacy.

Mora: Hey, it’s a public bathroom. Anyone could have heard it. You’re lucky I was the one who heard it instead of Syd. 

Kat and Z looked at each other with worried eyes. Mora was right about it.

Kat: Oh no Syd.

Z: She’s right. We should be careful next time.

Mora: Finally someone who agrees with me.

Before the ladies could continue their conversation, they heard someone’s about to speak on stage in front of them. It was Mr. Cruger. Everybody was silent and the press started to take pictures.
Mr. Cruger: Ladies and gentlemen. I would like to thank you for coming to Mainstreet for the Memorial Day. On 18 September 2013, 12 years ago, something terrible happened on this street. The worst attack we ever had in New Tech City. A bomb exploded right here in the street, that has cost 32 lives. And till this day, we still are thinking about them.
While Mr. Cruger is talking, Sky looked at Z who was standing a few feet away from him. Z noticed Sky looking at her. She looked for a while and looked away. Kat noticed Z watching at Sky, then suddenly she saw Bridge standing next to him and stared at him for a moment. Bridge noticed Sky was watching Z, but realized that Kat is standing next to her. They looked at each other for a moment and then Kat looked away. Bridge was sad by Kat’s ignorance. 

Mr. Cruger: And now I would like to give the word to The Daily Star editor, Sydney Drew.

Everyone clapped, while Syd appears on stage. 

Syd: Dear citizens of New Tech City. There’s a time of happiness and mourning. Usually there’s always time of happiness, but today it’s the time of mourning. Mourning to have lost the loved ones during that horrible incident. 32 loved ones and no one survived, except for one person. This person has suffered more than we did. 
Syd opens the poster and everybody could see the poster with the crying girl. Jack, Sky and especially Z were shocked.

Syd: This is the only victim who survived the incident. The question is who is that girl? No one managed to find out who that was. Until today. 

Everyone was shocked by the announcement. Z started to have tears in her eyes.

Z: Oh my god.

Mora: What’s going on?

Kat: Z, are you alright?

Syd: I found out who that girl is. She has been living in here for years with a wonderful foster family, who cares so much about her. And she has a brother who protects her. Either it’s outside or at school.

Jack: Oh no, don’t tell me it’s true.

Sam: What’s wrong Jack?

Syd: A girl that will hopefully continue her studies at Princeton, a student who receives excellent grades and is named one of the best students at New Tech High. And right now she’s here with us.
Sky: No, Syd please don’t say it.

Bridge: What are you talking about Sky?

Syd: Ladies and gentlemen…Elizabeth Danielle Delgado.

All the heads were turned to Z, who was in tears. Kat, Bridge, Sam and Mora were shocked that it was Z. The press walked to her and tried to ask her questions. Photographers were shooting pictures of her. At that moment, Z was trapped in the press mass. She was confused and also panicked. There seems no way out of it for Z. 

End of Chapter 17…

