Chapter 19: GONE
That evening, Mora is in her room, reading a magazine. Kat just entered.

Mora: Hey.

Kat: You’re home.

Mora: Bridge called Sam. How is she?

Kat: Not so good. She was pretty upset.

Mora: No kidding. I mean, what happened this afternoon…wow. Did you know about Z’s history?

Kat: No, she never mentioned before, but I can’t believe that Sky actually knew the truth.

Mora: Maybe she told him during that whole project week. Strange things have happened, ya know.

Kat: Like what? You and Sam?

Mora: Don’t start with me on that one. That chapter is closed.

Kat: I didn’t even know there was beginning. 

Mora: Forget me and Sam. What about you and Buttery Carson?

Kat: Ugh! Now, that’s a chapter that just closed. 

Mora: Still hasn’t sang the love song yet? 

Kat: I’m not sure if there is anything going on between us.

Mora: What do you mean?
Kat: Well, when we found Z and wanted to bring her home, he was really different. He was more detached towards me. 

Mora: Maybe because he was worried about Z as well.

Kat: I don’t know. I think I have to turn off the switch button on the “Thinking about Bridge Carson” machine before I drive myself crazy.

Mora: I have an idea. 

Kat: Please don’t say your idea involves something illegal. 

Mora: Very funny. No, I was thinking, I have kickboxing lessons tomorrow. Why don’t you come and join me?

Kat: Kickboxing? I’m pretty against violence, ya know.

Mora: It’s a class, it’s not like we’re gonna kill someone. For now. 

Kat: I don’t know Mora.

Mora: Just come and see. Just for one day. You said it yourself, you have to get rest from thinking about Bridge. Well, what is the best way to forget about your reckless love life than just kicking some asses?

Kat’s thinking that Mora might be right about it. Meanwhile, Sam is watching TV at home. Bridge just enters the livingroom.
Bridge: Hey.

Sam: Hey. How is Z doing?

Bridge: Well, she’s taking it well. I hope. 

Sam: Not so good, huh.

Bridge: She didn’t say a word when we found her. She was really freaked out.

Sam: I’m not surprised. Poor Z. So, her mother didn’t just die in a car accident.
Bridge: She was killed. And she was only 5 years old. 

Sam: I remember when my father died. I was 8 years old. Saying goodbye to him was the hardest moment of my life. 
Bridge: This must be pretty hard for you too.
Sam: Well for Z it must be worser. I mean, I had to chance to say goodbye to my father and I still have my mom. But Z…she really has the worst childhood from all of us, I guess. 

Bridge: I suddenly start to miss my parents. 
Bridge and Sam looked at each other.

Sam: I think this is getting too emotional for me.

Bridge: Yeah, me too. You want something to drink?
Sam: I’ll have a coke.

Bridge: Alright.

Bridge wanted to walk to the kitchen, suddenly the doorbell goes on.

Bridge: Do you expect company?

Sam: No. Unless that dam press is still outside waiting for me.

Bridge: For you? Why would they want you?

Sam: They saw me with Z, remember. They wanted to ask me all kind of questions.

Bridge: You didn’t say a word, right?

Sam: Don’t worry. Besides, I didn’t even know about this whole tragedy.

Bridge walked to the door to open up. It was Sky.

Bridge: Sky.

Sky: Is she inside? 

Before Bridge could answer the question, he saw the press’s coming towards his house. He pulled Sky inside and closed the door.

Bridge: That was close. Now, what is it that you want?

Sky enters the livingroom.

Sky: Is Z in here?

Sam: Hey Sky.

Sky: Hey. Is she?

Bridge: Oke, first of all, calm down. Second, Z is safe. She’s at home right now. 

Sky: Thank god.

Sky wanted to leave, but Bridge stopped him.

Bridge: Hold it right there blueboy. Where do you think you’re going?

Sky: To see Z.

Bridge: That might be not wise at the moment.

Sky: Don’t start with this at me Bridge. I don’t care what Jack said.

Bridge: I was actually talking about the paparazzi crowd outside of this house. If you go to Z’s house, they will follow you. 

Sky: Good point. I’ll just wait until they’re gone. 

Bridge: That is very wise Yoda.

Sam: So, have you talked to Syd?
Sky: No, why?

Bridge: She was pretty upset when you yelled at her.

Sky: So? She had no right to take advantage of Z.

Bridge: I know, it was wrong from her, but that doesn’t mean you had to overreact towards her.

Sky: I didn’t overreact.

Sam: Sky, you almost blew her away with your voice. 

Sky: Well, I was upset at her. Do you mind? 
Bridge: But you shouldn’t have yelled at her. She was very upset after you took off.
Sky: She lied to me that she knew the truth about Z’s past.

Bridge: Well, you lied to her about the fact that she’s not the one you’re in love with. 

Bridge just realized what he said and felt guilty. Sam heard what Bridge said and was surprised and shocked as well.

Sam: What? You’re not in love with Syd?

Sky: Thanks a lot Bridge.

Bridge: Sky, I’m so sorry. Sky, wait.

Sky didn’t listen and took off. Bridge sighed and looked at Sam, who’s still stunned about what just happened. 
Sam: Whoa, this is one crazy week.

Meanwhile, Kat just entered The Lair to get some coffee. She went to the counter and ordered it. She saw Syd sitting lonely at a table. She walked to her with her coffee.
Kat: Syd? What are you doing here by yourself?

Syd: I have nobody at home anyway.

Kat: Sky hasn’t called you yet?

Syd: I don’t even think he will after what happened today. He’s probably looking for Z right now.

Kat: Well, he doesn’t have to look anymore. 

Syd: You found her?

Kat: Bridge and I found her at the lake. Bridge brought her home.

Syd: How is she? 

Kat: She was pretty upset. 

Syd: She probably hates me now.

Kat: Don’t say that.

Syd: It’s true. I turned her life into a nightmare.

Kat: That’s not true. 

Syd: You have seen what happened this afternoon at the ceremony. And what Sky said. He’s right, I did destroyed Z’s life.

Kat: You didn’t make it easier for her, but Z is strong. She’ll be alright. 
Syd: I know you’re trying to cheer me up Kat, but right now, I rather be alone.
Kat: Oke, I’ll just go home then. Take care oke.

Syd: I will.

Kat wanted to leave, but she turns around.

Kat: Syd. Sky and Z might be upset at you and Sky is blaming you for one thing that you haven’t done at all. You were not the one who killed Z’s mother.

Kat left and Syd’s thinking about what Kat said. Meanwhile, Sky arrived at Landor’s residence. He knocked on the door and hopes it was Z or at least Jack’s parents who open the door. Unfortunately his luck ran out when the unwanted person opens the door.
Jack: What are you doing here?

Sky: Is Z home?

Jack: Sorry, Miss Delgado doesn’t do interviews right now.

Sky: Come on Jack, I just want to see her.

Jack: So you can yell at her as you did with Syd?

Sky: What?

Jack: She was pretty upset when I found her. But that doesn’t surprise me when her boyfriend or should I say ex-boyfriend is a real jerk.

Sky: Jack, that is between me and Syd. That’s none of your business.

Jack: If one of my friends is hurt it is my business.

Sky: Since when does Syd belong to that category? A week ago you rather die than work with her together.

Jack: That might be true, but even she doesn’t deserve to be treated like hell by guys like you. 

Sky: Jack, I didn’t come here to argue with you. I came here for Z.

Jack: Well, then you came here for nothing. She doesn’t wanna see anyone.
Sky: I find that hard to believe when you say it. 

Jack: That’s your problem. Beat it Tate!

Sky: You owe me.

Jack: What? I owe you nothing.

Sky: I didn’t call the police for what happened a few days ago. 

Jack: Boy, you really think you can blackmail me? Go ahead. Make the call. I don’t care.

Jack wanted to close the door, but Sky stopped him from closing.

Sky: Please Jack. I need to see her. Just for 5 minutes. 

Before Jack could respond, Z joins the boys. Sky could see she was still in tears. 

Sky: Z.

Jack: Z, you shouldn’t be here.

Z: I’m alright. Jack, can I speak to Sky alone?

Jack: Z…

Z: Please Jack.

Jack nodded hesitated. Z went outside to stand on the porch to talk to Sky. Jack closed the door to give them some privacy as Z asked. 

Sky: Are you alright?

Z: No. It took years for me to recover from that tragedy. I didn’t tell anyone, coz I didn’t wanted to be remembered by it. And now, it’s out. And when the press started to run to me and pressured me, it felt like everything happened over again. I saw my mother dying over and over again and I can’t get it out of my mind.
Sky: I’m so sorry Z. Is there anything I can do for you?

Z: Yes, there is. 

Sky: What is it?

Z: I want you to go.

Sky: I understand. I just wanted to check on you. Then I guess I’ll talk to you Monday.

Z: You don’t understand. I want you to go and I never wanna see you again.

Sky: What? Z, you don’t really mean that. I know you’re confused, but that doesn’t mean you should cut contacts with your friends.

Z: I don’t think we should be friends anymore. I can’t be your friend anymore.

Sky: You can’t be serious about that. Did Jack tell you this crap? Don’t listen to him Z. You know what Jack did to me and to you. He lied to you.

Z: So did you.

Sky: Me? What are you talking about?

Z: All these times, you knew that my mother didn’t die in a car accident. And you knew that I was that little girl. Didn’t you?
Sky: I’m sorry. But you have to believe me, I didn’t tell Syd about it.

Z: I wish I could believe you. But I can’t.

Sky: Z, please listen to me.

Z: I want you to go now. Please.

Sky: Please, don’t shut me out Z. 

Z: I’m sorry Sky. 

Z walked back inside and before she closed the door, she looked at Sky one more time and closed the door. Sky felt hurt and alone at that time. Z’s decision came really hard to him.

End Chapter 19…

