Chapter 2: Unwanted partnerships
At New Tech High, Jack, Syd, Sky, Z, Mora and Sam were all in shock when they heard the pair up Mr. Cruger has made for his assignment.
Syd: Excuse me, I might didn’t hear that quiet well, but I thought you said I had to work together with Mr. Landors.

Mr. Cruger: You did hear it well, Miss Drew.

Syd: This is unacceptable.

Jack: You gotta be kidding me. I have to work with Miss Pom-poms over there?

Mr. Cruger: That is correct.

Syd: This is a nightmare.

Jack: Sir, you can’t me expect me to work with her. Can’t you swap me with someone else? Can’t I work with my sister for example?

Mr. Cruger: Your sister already has a partner.

Jack: Who? Slime bucket over there?

Jack pointed to Sky, who was getting angry for calling names.

Sky: Who you’re calling slime bucket, Mr. “I am so amazing”?

Jack: You know, very funny to hear that from you mouth, coz I thought that was one of your lines.

Z: Mr. Cruger, isn’t there any way to swap partners?

Mr. Cruger: You will work with Mr. Tate and Mr. Landors will work together with Miss Drew.

Jack: Oh come on sir, you can’t let my sister work together with that jackass.

Sky: Oh, like I’m happy my girlfriend is working together with a rat like you.
Before Mr. Cruger could say something, he was disturbed by another student.

Mora: Uhm, sir, I’m sorry to disturb this little debate, but my paired up partner and I have a small problem about our pair up.

Mr. Cruger: And what might that problem be?

Mora: Him! / Sam: Her!

Mr. Cruger: It’s just one assignment and it’s just for one week.
Mora: Yeah, but to work a whole week, 5 days, 120 hours, 7200 minutes and 432000 seconds with him by my side sounds very uncomfortable and very unpleasant to me.

Sam: Mr. Cruger, if you let me work with her you might as well flunk me now.
Mr. Cruger: That can be arranged.

Sam: What? No, no, no, I was just kidding. Sir, I meant that it might be wiser to select another student for me to work with.

Jack: Hey, what about us?

Jack, Sky, Z, Syd, Mora and Sam were arguing about their pair up and Mr. Cruger had heard enough.

Mr. Cruger: Silence! I can see that some of you are not happy with the partner I chose you to work with. This is a challenge to get to know each other before you are going to college. There won’t be any changes, you have to work with the student I paired you up with. You work together and I want to see your question list, all of your investigations and your report on my desk by Friday. If not, I’ll make sure that you won’t be able to graduate this year. End of discussion. 

Jack, Sky, Z, Syd, Mora and Sam sighed and weren’t happy with their partners. Luckily Bridge and Kat are and smiled at each other. Time passed by very fast and before the students knew it was lunchtime. Kat and Bridge are sitting in the cafeteria. They are having their lunch and were discussing about their assignment.
Kat: You know, I’m actually glad that Mr. Cruger teamed me up with you. Not that I would mind to work with someone else, but I’m glad it’s you.

Bridge: Really?

Kat: Yeah, I mean if I got paired up with Jack for example, I probably had to do all the work. Or if I had to work with Mora, the report probably couldn’t have been done by Friday. She’s not the easiest one to get a story from. 

Bridge smiled and blushed a little. He wanted to say that he was glad to work with her as well, but the words got stuck in his throat while he looked at the beauty that was glowing of Kat. 

Bridge: I guess.

At that moment, Sam and Z joined their friends at their table.

Sam: Hey, what’s up?

Bridge: Hey, where’s Mora?

Sam: Don’t know. Is that my concern?

Kat: Uhm...yeah, since she is your partner on the assignment Mr. Cruger gave this morning.

Z: She’s in Mr. Cruger’s office. She still tries to convince him to change partners. 

Bridge: And?

Z: It’s Mr. Cruger guys. He’s not easily to convince.

Bridge: Well, actually he never is.

Jack joins his friends and took a seat next to his sister.
Jack: Hey guys.

Bridge: Hey Jack.
Jack: So, what’s up?

Sam: We were discussing about Mr. Cruger’s assignment and the pairs he set up. You know, I do hope Mora can convince Cruger to swap partners. I’m not looking forward to sit face to face with her for hours.

Jack: Well, I bet all of my money that you still be Mora’s partner by the end of school.

Z: You know what Jack, you’d be rich by then. If you weren’t so broke.

Bridge & Sam: Ooh!

Kat: Jack, I can’t believe you almost started a fight with Sky again. I mean you had a chance to get expelled from school. You know that the principal doesn’t like you at all.

Jack: Hey, the guy started. 

Z: Actually, you started.

Jack: What?

Z: Why you always have to irritate him? Can’t you just ignore him?
Jack: Why are you taking his side?

Z: I’m not taking sides. It’s just you always pick a fight with him. 

Jack: Well, the guy is just jealous on me. 

Z: On what? The girls? I’m sure he already has his hands full on the Head cheerleader.

Kat: Speaking about cheerleaders, shouldn’t you start with your assignment with Syd?

Jack: Yeah, later, after school.

Kat: Why not right now?

Jack: Coz right now she’s hanging out with that football boyfriend baboon.

Z stood up and grabbed her bag.
Jack: Where are you going?

Z: I’m going to that football baboon, who happens to be my partner, to make my appointment for the assignment.

Jack: You want me to come with you?

Z: No thank you.

Jack: Are you sure? I mean if he bothers you, just say it.

Z: Trust me Jack, I can handle that Sky like a pretzel.
Bridge & Sam: Ooh!

Z left. While the boys are watching Z leaving, Kat is looking at the question list.

Kat: How would you describe your partner in 3 words?

Jack: That’s easy. Spoilt, girlie and selfish.

Sam: Hmm…sounds like Mora, except on the girlie part. And the spoilt part.

Kat: You find Mora selfish?

Sam: Well, not really selfish, selfish, but selfish…you know selfish. 

Bridge, Jack and Kat looked at each other with confused eyes.

Sam: Oke, she’s not selfish. I have to think about that.

Kat smiled and continued her assignment. Meanwhile, Z is looking for Sky. She found him in the hallway. He’s kissing Syd.

Z: Excuse me.

Sky and Syd broke up their kiss when Z interrupted. Syd looked at Z with anger eyes.

Syd: What do you want?

Z: My partner.

Syd: Go find your own.

Z: I meant my project partner. And I think you’re holding him right now. I just want to know if you wanna do the assignment after school.

Sky: Sure, sounds cool to me.

Z: Oke, I’ll see you after school.
Sky: Cool.

Syd: Now, if you don’t mind, we are kinda busy right now.

Z: Oh, no go ahead. Just don’t forget to breathe once in a while. You do need some oxygen when you are swapping each other’s bacterial germs. 

Z gave a fake smile, turned around, rolled with her eyes and walked away.

Syd: I can’t believe Cruger did this to us. I have to work with loser Landors and you with that white trash loser.

Sky: Look, it’s just for a week and then it will be all over. 

Syd: I hope so.

Sky: Trust me. Look, I need to go now. I got class right now.

Syd: Well, do I see you tonight.

Sky: Oh, uhm…I can’t.

Syd: why not?

Sky: My dad and his new girlfriend is coming to dinner.

Syd: Oh.

Sky: But I’ll call you tonight.

Syd: Oke.

Sky kissed Syd.

Sky: Oke, bye.

Sky left Syd in the hallway and rushed to his next class.

End Chapter 2…

