Chapter 21: A second chance
That evening in New Tech City, Bridge and Sam entered a restaurant and met Mora, Andy, Kat and another guy. Bridge was still stunned, hurt and speechless when he saw Kat with someone else. 
Mora: Bridge? Are you oke?

Bridge: I…I’m fine.

Mora: I assume you guys already know Andy Hughes…

Sam: Ah, Bruce Lee wannabe? How could I forget?

Mora gave him an evil look.

Mora: Anyway, this is his brother Ryan. Ryan, this is Bridge and the annoying one is Sam.

Ryan: Nice to meet you. You guys wanna join us?
Mora: I’m sure Bridge and Sam have other plans this evening.

Sam: Are you kidding me? We’d love to. 

Mora: No, you don’t.

Sam: Oh yes, we do. Right Bridge?

Bridge: You go ahead. I think I go home right now.

Sam: But you haven’t eaten yet.

Bridge: I’m not so hungry anyway. I’ll see you later.

Bridge left and Kat sighed.

Mora: Bridge doesn’t look so good. Maybe you should go after him and see if he’s alright.

Sam took a seat at their table.

Sam: Nah, he’ll be fine. So Ryan, you’re in college or something?

Ryan: I’m in my second year of studying medicines.

Sam: You’re studying to be a doctor. How impressive. How come I’ve never seen you in New Tech City before?

Ryan: That’s because I’m studying abroad.
Sam: Oh really? Where?

Ryan: In Copenhagen.

Sam: Ah, I know the place. I’ve heard of it before. You know, Beethoven, Mozart, and I love the movie the Sound of Music. So, does that monastery really exist?
Mora: That’s Austria, you idiot.
Sam: Whatever. Austria, Germany, it’s all the same, right?

Sam smiled, everybody looked kinda stunned and Mora rolled with her eyes. This is going to be one long night. Meanwhile, Sky is in the store doing some grocery. He grabbed a package of sanitary towels, but suddenly another hand appeared from the other side to grab the same product.
Sky: Hey, that’s mine. 

The other person managed to grab the product. Sky’s upset and walked to the other side to face the person. When he walked over there, he saw it was Z.

Sky: Z?

Z: Hey.

Sky: Just for the record, I’m not stalking you. I desperately needed to get some grocery. 

Z looked at the package with sanitary towels and looked back to Sky.

Z: Oh. Well, everyone has his own personal secrets.

Sky: Oh, no, it’s not what you’re thinking, that’s not for me. It’s for my sick aunt who came to visit me. 

Z: Oh, your aunt. Thank god. 
Sky: You must feel uncomfortable right now, I can leave if you want.

Z: No, it’s fine. This is a public place after all.

They both went to the cashier to pay for their stuff.

Sky: So, what are you doing here?

Z: Same thing as you. Doing grocery and trying to get out of the house.
Sky: I know the feeling. Z, we need to talk.
Z: About what?

Sky: About us. I mean that we’re first friends and now all of the sudden you shut me out.

Z: I have to go now.

Z wanted to go, but suddenly saw the press outside. Sky saw that too and also that Z was started to panic. 
Sky: Boom, is there another exit?

Boom: In the back.

Sky: Thanks.

Sky grabbed his stuff and Z’s hand.

Sky: Come on. 

The 2 teens walked to the back exit. They just managed to escape before the press enters the store looking for Z. 

Sky: Let me bring you home.

Z: I don’t think that’s such a good idea.

Sky: Well, I don’t think it’s such a good idea to let you walk on the streets by yourself with those reporters behind you.
Z: I know, it’s just…the press will you see you at my house and they will stalk you as well.

Sky: The press found out where you live?

Z: It’s not exactly a surprise. It was only a matter of time that they would find my address anyway. 

Sky: We go to my place. 

Z: I can also go to Kat and Mora’s place or to Bridge and Sam. 

Sky: They have already seen Kat and Mora at the Memorial and I saw a few reporters at Bridge’s house this morning. They were hiding in the bushes. 

Z: And they haven’t seen you?

Sky: It’s a good thing Bridge has a secret escape exit. Look, you can’t go home, Mora and Bridge’s house isn’t an option, as for me you have no choice in here at all. So, what do you say?

Z sighed. Maybe Sky’s right. She knew if she went back to home, she couldn’t sleep, because of all the press on her front yard. Going to Kat and Mora wasn’t a good idea either. She and Mora would only irritate each other. Going to Bridge and Sam didn’t sound good either. She was not in the mood to listen to Bridge’s stories about Kat. It seems she has no choice at all. Meanwhile, at Carson’s residence, Bridge’s watching TV. Sam just entered the livingroom.
Sam: Hey, what’s up?

Bridge: Not much. How was it?

Sam: It was very interesting. Too bad you didn’t stay long.
Bridge: Do you really need to know why I didn’t stay?

Sam: Oh, because of Kat. 

Bridge: I can’t believe she’s dating that jackass.

Sam: Well, I wouldn’t say jackass. Ryan is a pretty nice guy. He’s smart, athletic and studies medicines. I can see why Kat likes him.

Bridge: Sam, if this is your way of cheering me up, then don’t. 

Sam: Bridge, I don’t even think it’s a real date.

Bridge: Really? She said that?

Sam: No, but they weren’t holding hands. Maybe this is a preparation before the big date.

Bridge: Ugh! Whatever.

Sam: Ryan seems very interested in Kat tonight. Maybe Kat is playing hard to get. 

Bridge: Do you really need to discuss this with me? I’m not in the mood to talk about it.

Sam: Oh sorry. But I gotta admit. He sure has his future plans ready. The guy is studying in Copenhagen, Sweden.
Bridge: Denmark.

Sam: What?

Bridge: Copenhagen, it’s in Denmark.

Sam: Whatever. I’ll bet if Kat get accepted by the same academy, those 2 will definitely start dating.

Bridge: Sam!

Sam: Or better…they will start a family. Do you know how smart their kids will be? With a guy like Ryan as their father and Kat as their mother. They would have like the perfect family.

Bridge stood up and put on his coat.

Sam: Hey, where are you going?

Bridge: Out. I need some fresh air.

Sam: But I haven’t finished my whole story.

Bridge: Oh, trust me. I have heard enough for tonight. 

Bridge left. Sam was confused after Bridge departure. Meanwhile, Kat and Mora arrived at their house. 

Mora: Well, what do you think? 

Kat: What?

Mora: Of Ryan. 

Kat: He’s nice.

Mora: Nice? Don’t you mean like perfect? I mean he’s smart, hot and single.

Kat: Mora, it’s not that simple. I mean Ryan is a great guy, but I don’t just pick anyone to date.

Mora: You mean anyone who isn’t Bridge.

Kat sighed and sat on the couch Mora took a seat next to her.

Mora: Kat, come on. Bridge is only giving you a hard time. You deserve to be happy. And I mean happy with someone who does tell you about his feelings. 
Kat: I don’t know.

Mora: Do you honestly want to wait until Bridge confesses his feelings towards you? Even if you have to wait like forever?

Kat thinks about what Mora just said. Bridge had 12 years to open up and till this day, he still hasn’t. Meanwhile, at the carnival, Jack and Syd are having fun. They are standing in front a basketball ring. Jack has the ball in his hands.
Jack: Watch how a pro does this?

Jack threw the ball, but missed. Syd tries to keep her laugh inside, but Jack snapped her.

Jack: Oke missy, you think you can do it better? Why don’t you try it?

Jack threw the ball to Syd and she caught it.

Syd: I didn’t mean to laugh at you…

Jack: Syd, I’m only kidding.

Syd: Oh, good. But I can’t do this.

Jack: Come on, just give it a try.

Syd looked at the ring and she threw the ball. The ball went through the ring. Jack and Syd were stunned. A big smile appears on Syd’s face.

Syd: I did it! It went through!

Jack: Yeah, yeah, beginners luck. 

Syd: You always say that when you lose?

Jack: That was just pure beginners luck. 

Syd: Jack Landors lost, Jack Landors lost, Jack Landors lost…

Jack: Why you…

Syd saw that Jack wanted to grab her, but she ran away. Unfortunately, Syd wasn’t fast enough and Jack managed to grab her. They both felt on the grass facing each other. They smiled and stared at each other. Jack touched her face. Then they were both lost in each other’s eyes for a moment. Their lips moved closer and closer until they eventually touched each other’s. The kiss felt wonderful to them and safe. At that moment, they forgot all about their problems and the world around them. 
Bridge: Guys?

They immediately broke off the kiss and stood up quickly when they heard that familiar voice. They saw it was Bridge and were shocked. 
Bridge: What were you guys doing?

Jack and Syd looked at each other. They didn’t know what to say. They kissed each other, which was wrong. Now one of their friends has seen it and they have some explaining to do. It’s going to be one long night.

End Chapter 21…

