Chapter 23: CONFESSION
The sun starts to show his head again in New Tech City. In Tate’s residence, Z’s asleep. Her eyes started open slowly. She sits on the bed, stretched her arms and yawned. Then she looked around. This is not her room. The room is blue and she’s lying in a huge bed, bigger than hers. There were posters hanged up of a few football players. 
Sky: Goodmorning.

Z saw Sky coming in the room.

Z: Where am I?

Sky: In my room.

Z: In your room? As in your bedroom?

Sky: Yeah, as in my bedroom.

Z: Oh god.

Sky: What is it?

Z: Please tell me that nothing happened last night.

Sky: What do you mean?

Z: Well, did we…you know.

Sky: Oh yeah. You were incredible.
Z: Oh no.
Sky: You totally rocked my world, Elizabeth Delgado. Never knew you were so supple. 
Z: Oh god, please stop. I don’t wanna hear it.

Z opened her eyes and saw that Sky started to laugh.

Z: Are you messing with me?

Sky: I slept in the guestroom last night. Nothing happened. You should have seen the look on your face. It was so hilarious. 

Z: Very funny.

Z climbed out of bed and angrily put on her shoes and starts to walk away, but Sky grabbed her arm.

Sky: Z, I was only kidding.

Z: Yeah, hysterical. Now let me go.

Sky: Oke, I’m sorry Z. I didn’t mean to make you so uncomfortable. 

Z: Can I go now?

Sky: Just stay for breakfast. Please. My aunt has been asking for you this morning and as I know you, you hate to disappoint the elders. 

Z sighs. Sky does know how to convince someone to stay. Could it be that Tate charm or the look in his eyes, he’s giving her? Anyway, Z couldn’t resist. Meanwhile, Bridge is eating cereals in front of the TV. Sam enters the livingroom.
Bridge: Goodmorning. 

Sam: What time is it?

Bridge: 10 am. Last night, when I got home, you weren’t there. Where were you?

Sam: I was at Mora’s house.

Bridge’s big smile started to appear and looked awed to Sam.

Bridge: Awh, looking up the other side of the heart?

Sam: Which one are you talking about? Mine or yours?

Bridge: Don’t even start.

Sam: Kat was there as well. 

Bridge’s waiting for Sam to tell him more about what happened in Kat’s room last night.

Sam: What?

Bridge: Well, what did she say?

Sam: I have good news and bad news for you. Good news is that she didn’t say she likes that Ryan Hughes.

Bridge: Yes! And what’s the bad news?

Sam: The bad news is that she didn’t say she doesn’t like him either. 
Bridge: Sam…

Sam: Hey, I only tell you what I heard last night. Don’t shoot the messenger.
Bridge: Thanks Sam, you just ruined this glorious morning for me. 

Sam: Well, I tried to ask her further about it, but something else came up. Has Jack called this morning?

Bridge: No, why? What’s wrong?

Sam: Jack called Kat last night. It seems that Z hasn’t returned home yet.

Bridge: You think she’s missing? 

Sam: I don’t know. Have you seen her last night?

Bridge: No, I haven’t seen her since that Memorial Incident. 

Sam: What about Syd?

Bridge: I don’t think so. She was with Jack all the time.

Sam: Jack? Why would Syd be with Jack?

Bridge suddenly realized he said something stupid. He almost revealed the news to Sam and knew he had to come up with something quick.

Bridge: Uhm…schoolwork?

Sam: On a Saturday night? Jack Landors?

Bridge: Well, I don’t know. Do I look like their babysitter or something? 

Sam: Chill, I was just asking. 

Bridge: Well, let’s not waste our time with these useless questions. Let’s find Z first.

He grabs his jacket and starts to walk out. Sam was confused on Bridge’s weird acting, but shrugged his shoulders, grabbed his jacket and followed Bridge outside. Syd’s walking in downtown New Tech City. She can’t get the kiss with Jack of her mind and knew she has to do something about it. Suddenly she saw Jack inside The Lair. She enters the coffee shop. Jack’s asking the staff if they have seen Z, but no luck.
Syd: Hey.

Jack turns around and smiles when he saw Syd.

Jack: Syd, hey.

Syd: So, how are you?

Jack: I’m alright. How about you?

Syd: I’m fine. I think. Well, maybe not. Jack, can we talk for a moment?

Jack: Actually, I’m in a hurry right now. Can we do it some other time?

Syd: Oh, sure. You’re not avoiding me now, right?

Jack: No, it’s not that. It’s just…uhm…

Syd: Jack, what is it?

Jack: Z hasn’t come home last night.

Syd: What? Are you sure? 

Jack: Her bed hasn’t been slept last night and nobody has seen her.

Syd: Oh my god. This is all my fault.

Jack: Syd, it’s not your fault, oke. Look, I gotta go now.

Syd: Wait, is there something I can help you with?

Jack: Yeah, give me a call when you see her.

Syd: But…

Jack: Sorry Syd, I gotta go now. I’ll talk to you later.

Jack left the coffee shop. Syd sighs. She knew that Jack had important things to do, like finding where his sister is, but that kiss is still bothering her and she needs to talk with Jack about it before Sky finds out. Meanwhile, at Tate’s residence, Sky, Z and Katie are sitting at the breakfast table. Katie’s telling stories to Z about Sky when he was little.

Katie: You should have seen him when he was 8 years old. Already the strong and quick fighter, just like his father. He would just run around the house and everytime when I was here to watch him, he always said that he’s going to protect me from evil forces and picked up his little sword.

Katie and Z are laughing and Sky felt a little embarrassed.  

Sky: Alright, enough Aunt Katie. Z doesn’t wanna know my entire childhood. 

Z: Oh yes, I do.

Sky: Oh no, you don’t.

Katie: Sky’s right. What about you sweetheart? A sweet girl like you must have great parents.
Z: Well, Uhm…

Sky: Aunt Katie, maybe it’s not such a good idea to talk about that.

Katie: Why not?

Z: It’s alright Sky. I never knew my father. He was gone before I was even born. My real mother died when I was 5 years old. 

Katie: That’s sad. Was she sick?

Z: No, she wasn’t. She…uhm…

Sky: You don’t have to tell it Z.

Z: She died on September, 18 2013.

Katie: September, 18 2013? Isn’t that the day of the…Oh, I see. I thought I recognized your face from somewhere.

Sky: TV probably. The press hasn’t stopped bugging her ever since. 

Katie: You poor thing.

Z: It’s alright. It happened a long time ago.

Katie: Carrying the pain of losing someone will be easier by time, but it will never go away.
Z: I’ve realized that after 12 years. But I have a great foster family. Great parents, great, sometimes troubled brother. 

Katie: Sounds like you’re lucky to have them.

Z: I think I am. 

Suddenly the alarm on Katie’s watch started to ring.

Sky: Time for your medicines aunty. 

Katie: You’re right. Isn’t he an angel? My little nephew, he always thinks of other people.

Z and Sky looked at each other and smiled.

Z: Yeah, he’s great.

Katie: You kids have fun. I think I’m heading to bed after I take my medications. 

Sky: Let me help you.

Katie: No, I can do it by myself munchkin. You just keep your friend accompanied. 

Sky: I know you are having troubles with the stairs at the moment. Let me help you.
Katie: And you just leave her here?

Z: I’m going to be alright. I have to go anyway.

Sky: Don’t go.

Katie: You see. If you go away, she goes away as well.

Sky: Aunt Katie.

Katie: Do not give me that baby tone. I’m sick, not dying. 

Z: You know what, Sky why don’t you bring your aunt to her room? I’ll just wait here then. 

Katie: Are you sure?

Z: Yeah, I’ll be right here.

Katie: It was a pleasure to meet you dear.

Z: It was nice meeting you too.

Katie: You should come by more often. I never see any friends of Sky coming by. Well, the ones I actually like.

Z: I’ll keep that in mind. 

Sky: I’ll be right back.

Z smiles and saw Sky helping Katie upstairs. She was really touched when she saw Sky helping her. She never saw this side of Sky before. Who ever thought that New Tech High’s hottest and most wanted guy and quarterback star has a huge and sensitive heart. Meanwhile, Kat and Mora are walking in the park. They are looking for Z. 
Mora: Kat, I don’t think she has slept in here. Maybe she’s already at home.

Kat: If she was home, her parents or Jack would have called us. 

Mora: You don’t think she’s in danger right?

Kat: I don’t know. Anything could have happened to her. 

Mora: Look, maybe she stayed with a friend.

Kat: Like who?

Mora: I don’t know. Maybe she’s at Sky’s house.

Kat: You have heard Sam. Z has decided not to see Sky again.

Mora: Oh and since we do we listen to Sam?

Kat: Something wrong between the 2 of you?

Mora: Aren’t you 12 years too late with that question?
Kat: I meant, 2 days ago, the 2 of you hung out very well. I can’t believe I’m saying this, but it almost looked like the 2 you became…

Mora: Became what?

Kat: Friends.

Mora: Friends? With that rat? Never! I rather die than ever becoming his friend.

Kat: Oke, that’s cold. Even for you.

Mora: It’s the truth. 

Sam: Hey ladies!

Kat and Mora turned around and saw Bridge and Sam walking in their directions.

Mora: Speaking about the devil himself.

Bridge: You guys found Z already?

Mora: Nope, how about you?

Sam: No luck. We’ve checked all the hotels in town. You?

Kat: We went to the school, library, gym, but no sign of Z. 

Bridge: She has to be somewhere. She couldn’t have been disappeared.

Kat: You haven’t received any phone calls from Jack yet?

Sam: We just called him. He checked The Lair and he has asked around downtown, but no one has seen her. 

Mora: Well, there’s one place we haven’t checked yet.

Bridge: What’s that?

Mora: The Clock Tower.
Sam: The Clock Tower? That’s stupid.

Mora: Why is that stupid?

Sam: Because that place has been deserted for years. Nobody is coming there anymore.

Kat: Nobody, not even the press. Excellent hiding place for Z. Good thinking Mora.

Sam: Whatever. Shall we go?

The 4 teens were about to go, but Bridge stood still facing Kat.

Bridge: You guys go right ahead. I need to talk to Kat for a moment. 

Sam: Well, we can wait.

Mora pinched Sam’s arm.

Sam: Ouch! Maybe not.

Mora and Sam started to walk ahead.

Kat: What is it?

Bridge: Look, Kat, I know things haven’t been easy on us lately…
Kat: Do we have to discuss this right now? We have to find Z first.

Kat starts to walk away.

Bridge: Kat wait. I just need to ask you this. It’s important and I need to know.

Kat turns around and faced Bridge.

Kat: What is it?

Bridge: Are you in love with Ryan Hughes?

Kat didn’t know what to answer on that question. She was speechless for the moment. Bridge asked her the big question. The question that was already asked by Mora and Sam and she succeed to avoid the question. But now she faces Bridge and can’t lie to him. What will she say to him?

End Chapter 23…

