Chapter 24: Lost in your eyes
In the Park, Bridge has asked Kat the question.
Bridge: Are you in love with Ryan Hughes?

Kat didn’t know what to say, but then she looked at him angrily.

Kat: I can’t believe you just asked that. 

Bridge: Look, I’m sorry. I just thought…

Kat: You thought that just because I was having some fun with another guy, I would fall for him? 

Bridge: Well, are you?

Kat: You have no right to ask me that.

Bridge: Sorry, I was just wondering…
Kat: What were you wondering Bridge?

Bridge: The 2 of you seemed so close last night. 

Kat: Well Bridge, some guys have no problems with being open to other people.

Bridge: Are you comparing me with that geek?

Kat: He’s not a geek. 

Bridge: Oh, sorry, I meant Dr. Geek.

Kat: Are you jealous or something?

Bridge: Me? Jealous? On him? You’ve got to be kidding me.

Kat: What’s the point of this conversation anyway? 

Bridge: I was just curious.

Kat: That’s such a lame excuse. Look, if you want something to tell me, do it right now. Or else we’ll never talk about it again.

Bridge was hesitating. Nothing in this world would he rather than telling Kat the truth about his long time feelings, but he couldn’t find the right words for it. Kat rolled with her eyes.

Kat: You know what, forget it.

Kat walked away to catch up with the others. Bridge sighed. He screwed up things again with Kat and it felt like he and Kat were more separated than ever. Meanwhile, Jack is still in town looking for his sister. He bumped up to Mr. Cruger on the streets. 
Mr. Cruger: Well, if it isn’t Mr. Landors. Why the rush?

Jack: Look, Mr. Cruger, I’d love to stay and chat, but I have more important things to do right now.

Mr. Cruger: What is it this time? A date? Your karate club? Your friends?
Jack: Why you always think the worst of me? Did I do something wrong to you in the past? 

Mr. Cruger gave him a look.

Jack: Never mind. Mr. Cruger, please tell me, why do you hate me so much?

Mr. Cruger: Who said that I hate you?

Jack: Every student you give class to and I’m not surprised. You always bring me down at class, you always make me look like an idiot, if you dislike me, please say it.

Mr. Cruger: You think by giving those comments, I’d hate you? 

Jack: You tell me.

Mr. Cruger: First of all, if I hate students, I would never have started to work at a school, especially a school filled with teenagers and their daily problems. Secondly, I only say those things to make you realize that behind those jokes and pranks, there’s a real Jack Landors.

Jack: Oke, you’re starting to sound like Bridge now.

Mr. Cruger: You have so much in you than you realize Jack. 
Jack: I do?

Mr. Cruger: You might find this awkward, but I truly believe in you Jack. I see a future in you. Every person will have an own destined role in the future. And so do you. And your destined role will have a huge impact in the future. Bigger then you realize. 

Jack: Wow, I can’t believe you’re saying these things to me.

Mr. Cruger: It’s the truth.

Jack: Thanks. 

Mr. Cruger: Shouldn’t you be going now? 

Jack: I do? Oh, I do. Nice talking to you sir.

Mr. Cruger: Agreed.

Jack started to walk away.

Jack: Bye Mr. Cruger. Oh, and I hope I’ll find out soon where destiny will lead me to. 
Jack walked away to continue his search for Z. Mr. Cruger smiles as he watched Jack walking away.

Mr. Cruger: Soon then you realize, Mr. Landors. Soon then you realize.

Mr. Cruger turns around and walked away. At Boom’s Supermarket, Syd is doing some groceries. She grabbed her stuff and walked to the cashier. 

Boom: Hello Miss Drew.

Syd: Hey Boom.

Boom: Are you alright?

Syd: Why wouldn’t I be?

Boom: Well, normally you let George do the grocery shopping for you and there’s that sad look on your face, like someone just died.

Syd: Boom, have you ever done something wrong in your life?
Boom: Depends on what do you mean by wrong. 

Syd: I mean something wrong that can ruin someone else’s life. 

Boom: Oh, Miss Drew, don’t worry about Miss Delgado. About a month everybody has forget the incident.

Syd: I wasn’t talking about that. I meant something really wrong.

Boom: You mean wrong as in something illegal?

Syd: No, not that kind of wrong. I mean…you did something and you suppose to tell the truth to this person, but not something good can come out of that. Should I tell this person the truth?

Boom: Depends, are there any innocent lives at stake?

Syd: Boom, no one will die.

Boom: Then I would tell the truth if I were you. 

Syd: Really?

Boom: How bad could it be?

Syd: Well, according to Bridge it’s a disaster. How much is it for all the stuff?

Boom scanned all the products and the price came up.
Boom: That will be $12, - . Maybe you should talk with Mr. Carson about this.

Syd: I can’t. Everybody is out there looking for Z.

Boom: Miss Delgado is missing?

Syd: You haven’t heard? Jack said that she didn’t come home last night. No one has seen her yesterday and now everyone is looking for her. I hope nothing bad has happened.
Boom: I’ve actually seen her last night.

Syd: Really? Where?

Boom: Well, she was here doing some groceries shopping. 

Syd: You’re serious? Any idea where she went?

Boom: There were reporters outside the store looking for her and when she saw them, she left in a hurry.

Syd: And you have no idea where she went?

Boom: I’m sorry. Oh, but I do remember she wasn’t alone.

Syd: She wasn’t? With who was she?

Boom: She was with Mr. Tate.

Syd: Sky?

Boom: They both took the backdoor and left. That’s all I know, I’m sorry.

A huge smile appears on Syd’s face. 

Syd: Boom, you are amazing.

She grabbed her money and gave it to Boom.

Syd: Keep the change.

Syd left the store in a rush.

Boom: Wait! You forgot your groceries! 

Syd couldn’t hear what Boom just said. She knew where to find Z and went to the location immediately. Meanwhile, Bridge, Kat, Mora and Sam enter The Lair. They have just returned from looking Z inside the Clock Tower. Kat and Bridge were covered up in dirt. 
Bridge: I said I was sorry. 

Kat: Bridge! When someone says don’t move, they usually mean do not move. 

Sam: Luckily, it was just sand. It could have been worse.

Kat: Like what?

Sam: There could have been death mice inside that bag.

Mora tries to keep her laugh inside and could see that Bridge and Kat weren’t amused by Sam’s joke.

Bridge: Thanks Sam. You’ve totally cracked me up. 
Kat: I need to wash this dirt off.

Bridge: Me too.

Mora: You guys go to the bathroom, we’ll wait here.

Sam: Take your time. 

Kat and Bridge gave Sam an anger look and the 2 went to the bathroom to clean themselves. Mora and Sam took a seat. 

Sam: You want something to drink while we wait?

Mora: You’re asking me?

Sam: No, I’m asking that plant behind you. Ofcourse I’m asking you.

Mora: Did you get knocked on your head recently? Maybe back at the Clock Tower?
Sam: No, why?

Mora: Oke, I’m not sure if you remember it, but last night you totally humiliated me and you ruined my evening. 

Sam: I’m sorry.

Mora: Oke, this is getting freaky. Did you just apologize? 

Sam: What’s weird about that?

Mora: Hello Sam, it’s me, Mora. The girl you always love to annoy. 

Sam: I was actually thinking about it. You’re right.

Mora: I was? About what?

Sam: We are not little kids anymore. We’re off to college next year. It’s time to act more mature. We are all taking the next step into adulthood.

Mora: Did someone put something in your drink this morning? You are not sounding like the Sam I used to know. 

Sam: This is the new and mature Sam. 

Mora: Good for you. 

Suddenly a sound was played. It was coming from Mora’s cellphone to alert that she received a message. She smiles as she read the message.

Sam: You just won the lottery or something?

Mora: No, close.

Sam: What’s that?

Mora: Dinner with Andy Hughes tonight.

Sam: Figures. 

Mora: What’s that suppose to mean?

Sam: Don’t you see it? That guy is trying to wrap you up with his smooth lines. That’s the oldest trick in the book.

Mora: Why are you making him look bad?

Sam: Because I don’t trust the guy.

Mora: You don’t trust anyone.

Sam: That’s not true. I trust Bridge, Sky, Jack, Z, Syd and Kat. That’s more than one.

Mora: You don’t even know him.

Sam: Oh, trust me I’ve seen enough.
Mora: I see. You’re jealous.
Sam: Jealous? Me? On King of the kicks?

Sam starts to laugh.

Sam: You’ve gotta be kidding me. Jealous on that loser? You are so funny.

Mora: The only loser here is you. I can’t believe I almost started to believe that you were really going to act mature. 

Sam: You want a drink or not?

Mora: A latte. 

Sam: It’s over there. At the counter.

Mora looked with anger eyes at him. She stood up, hit his shoulder and walked to the counter. Sam watched amused as Mora ordered her drink. He smiles while he looks at her. Meanwhile, at Tate residence, Sky walked downstairs to the dining room, where Z promised to wait. Once he arrived there, the room was empty. 

Sky: Oh no. Z? Z, where are you? Dammit. I should have known.
Z: Known what?

Sky turns around and saw Z standing at the doorway of the room. 

Sky: Z, you’re here.

Z: Ofcourse I’m here. I told you I would wait here.
Sky: I’m glad you did.

There was an awkward silence between the 2 teens. Z didn’t know what to say, while standing face to face with Sky, and decided to walk to the table to pick up the plates.

Z: Let me give you hand with these.

Sky: Z, you don’t have to. You’re a guest here.

Z: You have let me sleep in here, it’s the least I could do.

Sky: Z, I will do it.

Z: No, Sky, it’s alright.

Sky and Z pulled at each side of the plate. Suddenly, the plate felt on the floor and broke. 

Z: I’m so sorry.

Sky: It’s oke.

Z: Let me help you clean it up.

Sky: Z, I can handle this.

Sky picked up the broken pieces of the plate.
Sky: Ouch!

Z: Are you alright?

Sky: I’m fine.

Z: Sky, you’re bleeding.

Sky: It’s nothing, really.

Z: Ugh! You men are all the same. Acting all tough and macho. Now, do not argue with me and let me see that wound. 

Sky showed her his hand. Z checked his hand and there was a nasty cut in the palm of his hand.

Z: The cut doesn’t look that bad.

Sky: See.

Z: But still it needs to be cleaned before the wound will be infected. Do you have a first aid box in here?

Sky: It’s in the kitchen. Z, I’m fine. It’s just a cut.

Z: Jack always tries to talk himself out of it, but it never works for me. What makes you think you can? Now, come on.

Z pulled Sky with her inside the kitchen.

Z: Where is it?

Sky: Inside the left cabin

Z walked to the cabin and grabbed the box. She grabbed a towel and walked to the sink to make it wet. Then she walked to Sky to clean up the blood on his hand. She picked up a bottle and put some on the towel. It’s to disinfect the wound. 

Z: Oke, this is going to hurt a little bit. 
Sky: I’m a big boy Z. I can handle any pain.

She placed the towel on his hand.
Sky: Ouch!

Z: I thought you could handle any pain.
Sky: Well, I lied. Z, it really hurts.

Z tries to keep her laugh inside and finds it amusing to see Sky admitting and begging to stop the pain. 

Z: Alright, come here big baby.

She took the towel away from his hand, moved his hand closer to her lips and started to blow on his hand. Sky was lost in her as he watched Z blowing in his hand with care. He forgot all about the pain he had. Z stopped blowing.
Z: Is that much better?

Sky: What?

Z: Your hand. Does it still hurt?

Sky: Oh, my hand. It’s much better now.

Z: You are full of surprises Sky Tate.

They smiled at each other and Z grabbed a bandage from the box and covered Sky’s wound with it. Sky kept staring at her. For years, he always had some kind of likeness feeling for Z. She’s smart, loyal to her friends and pretty. Now that she’s standing close to him as never before, he was getting to start a weird feeling in his stomach. Z was finished covering the bandage over his wound and she looked at him straight in his eyes. His heart starts to beat faster and faster when their eyes meet.

Z: Is it alright?

Sky: It’s perfect.

They stared in each other’s eyes and were lost in each other. Their lips moved closer and closer. Sky has waited a long time for this moment to happen. Z couldn’t resist. She was getting more attracted to him every minute she spends with him. Suddenly they hear a knock on the door and the door went open.

Syd: Hello?

Sky and Z immediately moved their heads away from each other. Syd saw Sky and Z standing in the kitchen. She senses something weird between Sky and Z.

Syd: What are you guys doing?

Sky and Z looked at each other and then looked at Syd, who’s waiting for an answer. They didn’t know what to say or to explain what was about to happen.

End Chapter 24…

