Chapter 26: You’re beautiful
The next morning, it was a brand new school day for the students of New Tech High. Kat and Mora are standing at their lockers. Mora grabs some things from her locker. She saw Kat smiling at her.
Mora: It’s still early, Kat. Explain the big grin on your face.

Kat: Can’t I just smile without any reason?

Mora: Yes, but that smile on your face isn’t just an ordinary smile. 

Kat: I was just wondering. What are you planning to do if you run up to Sam in class today?

Mora: Just the usual, I ignore him. 

Kat: Mora. I know you might have some, you know, feelings for him.

Mora: The guy is a jerk, Kat. 
Kat: A jerk who’s concerned about you.

Mora: A jerk who’s trying to mess my life. I am so not gonna talk to him anymore.

Kat: Oh come on Mora, you can’t just ban him out of your life. You will face him today anyway.

Mora: Speaking about facing, what about Buttery Carson? 

Kat: What about it?

Mora: Well, what are you planning to do if you run up to Bridge today?

Kat: Just act normal.

Mora: Oh come on Kat, the guy has feelings for you. He hasn’t said it yet in his own words, but he does like you.

Kat: I’m not going to wait for him forever.

Mora: So, what is your suggestion?

Kat: Maybe you’re right after all. I should just move on with my life.
Mora: What are you saying? 

Kat: You still have Ryan’s number?

A smile appeared on Mora’s face and with exciting she embraced Kat.

Mora: I have waited for this moment for a long time.

Kat: Mora, we’ve only met him this weekend. 
Mora: Whatever. I see it in front of me already. Mrs. Katherine Hughes.

Kat: Let’s keep it with the dating first, oke. Can we call him in the library, I don’t wanna run up to, ya know.

Mora: Ofcourse. But I need to go to the bathroom first. 

Kat: Alright, I’ll meet you in the library then.

Mora: This is so exciting.

Mora left in excitement to the bathroom. Kat smiled and grabbed some stuff of her locker.

Jack: Hey, look who I found?

Kat turns around and saw Jack and Z approaching her. She smiled and was relieved to see Z. 

Kat: Z!

Kat embraced her.

Kat: We’ve been so worried about you.

Jack: She sure scared us.

Kat: Oh Z, if you ever scare me like that again, I’ll kill you.

Z smiled.

Z: I’m alright Kat. 

Kat: Look, I gotta go now. But we’ll talk later. I wanna know every detail, alright.

Z: Oke.

Kat closed her locker and left in a hurry to the library. Z went to her locker to grab some things. Jack stood next to her locker and looked at her.

Jack: Why don’t you wanna tell me where you’ve been?

Z: I told you already. I was with a friend. 

Jack: With who? Z, I’ve called everyone in town and nobody has seen you.

Z: I’m sorry. I should have called.
Jack: You were crying when you got home. I know you Z, something has happened. Just tell me what happened when you were gone? Were you kidnapped? Trouble with the press? Being raped?

Z: Jack! Let’s just drop it, alright. 

Jack: Why?

Z: Cause I don’t wanna talk about it, alright!

Jack: Alright, alright. Calm down. 

Z: I’m sorry Jack, I just had a really bad weekend, that’s all.

Jack: I understand. Just to let you know, if you wanna talk, I’m here for you.

Z: Thanks Jack.

Jack and Z embraced each other. Z’s still with her mind on Sky and what almost happened. She knew she just can’t leave this beside. She needs to talk to Sky about it. A few minutes later, Bridge and Sam entered the school and went to their locker. 

Bridge: You look awful man.

Sam: I couldn’t sleep.

Bridge: Thinking about Mora?

Sam: I just can’t get it out of my mind.

Bridge: There’s only way to solve that.

Sam: And that is?

Bridge: You have to tell her the truth about your feelings for her.

Sam: And this is coming from a guy who’s afraid to confess his feelings to his longtime sweetheart?

Bridge: Good point.

Sam: I can’t believe I’m stuck in the situation as you are.

Bridge: It’s killing, right?

Sam: Oh yeah. 

Bridge: But do you want her to date that Andy Hughes?

Sam: I’ll probably give the same answer on the question, do you want Kat to date Ryan?

Bridge: We have to tell them.

Sam: Say that again.

Bridge: You tell Mora and I’ll tell Kat. I mean I do want Kat to be happy, but not without knowing about my feelings for her. And I think you should do the same.

Sam: You’re right. The Hughes brothers are so history.

Bridge: You got that right.

Sam: So…do we have to tell them now?

There was a silence for a moment.

Bridge: I think we better tell them after school.

Sam: Good idea. I gotta go now. Chemistry is waiting for me.

Bridge: Alright, goodluck.

Sam: Same to you.

Sam left in a hurry. Bridge is taking some stuff out of his locker. Sky just entered the building and saw Bridge. He walked to him.

Sky: Bridge.

Bridge: Sky, hey. How was your weekend?

Sky: Confused. Yours?

Bridge: Exhausted. Did you know Z was missing? Luckily she came home yesterday. Man, I’m glad she’s alright.
Sky: I knew she was alright.

Bridge: You did?

Sky: Yeah, she was at my house.

Bridge: And you didn’t call us? Sky, we’ve been worried about her. We’ve been looking for her everywhere.

Sky: I know. We should have called you guys. It was stupid. 

Bridge: Well, it was a good thing she was at your house. At least she was safe.

Sky: I’m not sure if it was such a good idea.

Bridge: What do you mean? 

Sky: Let me ask you this, what kind of advice would you give Syd, if she almost kissed someone else behind my back?

Bridge suddenly got stressed when Sky asked him the question and gets a flashback of Jack and Syd kissing.

Sky: Bridge, are you alright?

Bridge: Ofcourse I’m fine. I’m always fine.

Sky: Oke, so what kind of advice would you give to her?

Bridge: Syd hasn’t kissed someone else.

Sky: Bridge, that’s not what I’m saying. I’m saying what if she did.

Bridge: Well, I don’t know. I have never seen her kissing somebody else. Well, before the 2 of you got together, she did, but that was a long time ago. And it was allowed, because the 2 of you weren’t dating. So, infact she did kissed some guys, in the time when it was allowed and she wasn’t with you…

Sky: Bridge! I get the picture. Why are you acting so strange?

Bridge: I’m not. Just stop asking me that silly question. I mean that’s ridiculous.

Sky: Oke, I’ll stop.

Bridge: Why you’re asking anyway? I mean it’s not like you did that. Right?

Sky: I almost did.

Bridge: Oh god. Please don’t tell me it was with Z again.
Sky: It was.

Bridge: Sky…

Sky: I couldn’t help it. She was sweet and caring and…she was so beautiful. 

Bridge: What if Syd finds out?

Sky: I think she has.

Bridge: What? You’ve got to be kidding me.

Sky: I’m not sure if she saw us, ya know. But she saw us. I tried to call her, but she doesn’t answer her phone. I don’t know what to do now Bridge.

Bridge: You really wanna know? I think it’s time to wrap up this triangle.

Sky: What?

Bridge: You have to make a decision. Syd or Z. The blonde or the brunette. Cheerleader or New Tech High’s genius? 

Sky: This is crazy. There’s no way I can choose between them.

Bridge: Well, you have to Sky. You can’t have both of them. You have to decide which girl you’re going to give up. Syd or Z?

Sky sighs. Bridge’s right. One of them he has to give up. Although it’s a tough decision, he already has made his decision from the first time that he saw her and he’s not willing to let her slip through his fingers. Meanwhile, Jack and Z are walking through the hall. They bumped up to Syd.

Jack: Syd.

Syd: Hey. I see you found her.

Jack: Yeah, I guess she found her own way back home.
Syd: Z, what I did Friday. I’m so sorry. I never meant to…

Z: It’s alright. Let’s just forget it oke.

Syd: Oke.

Jack: Z, is it alright if I speak to Syd for a moment?

Z: Sure. I’ll see you in class.

Z left. Jack and Syd are looking at each other and smiled.

Syd: So, what do you wanna talk about?

Jack: I think you know what I wanna talk about.

Syd: I knew we had to talk about it anyway and I’ve been thinking.

Jack: Me too. I couldn’t stop thinking about that kiss.

Syd: Me too. 

Jack: And I think you should know this soon. Otherwise we might drive ourselves crazy.

Syd: I want to say something too.

Jack: I need to tell you this first and I’m not sure if you will like this.

Syd smiled and waited in excitement for Jack’s confession.

Syd: Tell me.

Jack: I think we should forget about what happened.

Syd’s smile suddenly disappeared. 

Syd: What?

Jack: You have a boyfriend, Syd and I don’t wanna ruin that just because of a stupid kiss. 

Syd: You really think that?

Jack: It was a mistake Syd. It should have never happened in the first place.

Syd: I guess you’re right.

Jack: Good. So, what were you going to say?

Syd: Uhm…I wanted to say the same thing. We should just forget about it. It meant nothing.

Jack: I’m glad we both agree on that one. 

Syd: Me too.

Jack: I gotta go now. I’ll see you later. 

Syd: Sure. Bye.

Jack left and Syd felt heartbroken. After a few hours, it was time for the students to have lunch. Mora is calling outside the building. Sam joins her. Mora hung up the phone.

Sam: Hey.

Mora: What do you want? 

Sam: I need to talk to you.
Mora: That’s funny. I don’t. 

Mora wants to walk away, but Sam stopped her.

Mora: Hey, let go of me.

Sam: Not until you get to hear the truth.

Mora: What truth?

Sam: The truth why I don’t like Andy.

Mora: I’m not interested.

Sam: Please, just let me explain.

Mora: Sam, I had it with your attitude. For 10 years you have brought nothing, but misery in my life. Guess what, that’s over now.

Sam: Would you just let me explain?

Mora: I can’t. Andy is waiting for me.

Sam: But you still have classes.

Mora: So what? Tomorrow is still another day.

Sam: Can’t I at least tell you what I’m trying to tell you?

Mora: Sam, to be honest, I don’t care. I don’t care about you anymore. You said that you wanted to be more mature. Grow up first, and then we can talk.

Mora left and Sam just let her go. It’s too late, he lost her now. Meanwhile, Sky is in the gym to play basketball on his own. He threw, but missed.

Z: You should try to throw inside the ring.

Sky turns around and saw Z. He walked to her and smiled.

Sky: Z.

Z: Not bad, but you still need to practice more. 

Sky: Well, it’s kinda hard to concentrate when you’re thinking about someone.

Z smiles.

Z: Sky, about what happened yesterday…I think we need to talk about it.

Sky: I’ve been thinking about it as well and I can’t go on like this.

Z: What do you mean?

Sky: I can’t stop thinking about what happened the past few days. I can’t stop thinking about us. I drive myself crazy about Syd and you and what I should do about it.

Z: So, what are you gonna do about it?
Sky: I…I’ve decided to break up with Syd. I can’t pretend to be her perfect boyfriend, while…I’m in love with someone else.
Z: I don’t think that such a good idea. 

Sky: Why? Because of Syd? Or Jack?

Z: No, because of me. 

Sky: What are you talking about?

Z: I don’t how to tell you this, but I don’t think I feel the same way as you do. I mean, at some moments I was attracted to you, but…

Sky: But what?

Z: But I don’t think I will ever love someone as much as I loved Derrick.

Sky: Derrick is death for 5 years Z. You can’t live in the past.

Z: I know, but to be honest, I don’t think I will ever feel the same way as you do. You know what I mean?

Sky was disappointed. 

Sky: I see. So, this is it? We pretend that nothing between us has ever happened?
Z: I’m so sorry Sky.

Sky: Yeah, me too. 
Z walked closer to him and gave him a last kiss on the cheek. 

Z: Goodbye Sky.
Sky went back to his basketball and Z walked out of the gym and leaned with her back against the wall. She peeked at Sky a few times. She could see that he was sad. Z gets tears in her eyes. She hated to lie to him, but she had no choice. It could never work out between them. Hours passed by and school was already over. Kat is standing at her locker to put her stuff inside. Bridge saw her and knew that this was the moment. He walked to her.
Bridge: Kat.

Kat turns around.

Kat: Bridge. Is everything alright?

Bridge: I’m alright. How about you?

Kat: I’m fine.

Bridge: I’m still sorry about what happened yesterday at the Clock Tower.

Kat: Don’t worry about it. It was just an accident.

Bridge: Kat, there’s something I need to tell you.
Kat: As long it’s not about Mora and Sam. Mora can’t stop talking about Sam’s annoyance.

Bridge: No, it’s not that.

Kat: Well, what is it?

Bridge: You have no idea how long I wanted to tell you this.

Kat: Tell me what?

Bridge: Kat, I…

Ryan: Ready to go?

Bridge turns around and saw Ryan standing behind him. Then he faces Kat.

Bridge: What’s he doing here?

Kat: I asked Ryan to go to The Lair with me.

Bridge: Like a date?

Kat: You can say something like that.

Bridge: Oh.

Ryan: So, ready?

Kat: Almost. So, Bridge, what did you wanna tell me?

Bridge: I…I…I think you should know that we’ve got an A on our project.

Kat: I know that. Mr. Cruger has read out the grades in front of class, remember.

Bridge: Oh right. I forgot.

Kat: So, that’s all you wanna tell me.

Bridge: Yeah, that’s actually it.

Kat: Oke. Well, I gotta go now. I’ll see you tomorrow then.

Bridge: Great.

Kat left with Ryan. Bridge kept staring at them until they left the building. He has lost the woman he loved and now for good. Meanwhile, Syd walked in the hallway. She saw Jack with talking to his friends. They were about to leave, but before they were about to leave, he noticed her. They stared at each other for a moment. Jack smiled at her. Syd tried to smile back, even though it’s hard for her. Then Jack left with his friends.
My life is brilliant.
My love is pure.
I saw an angel.
Of that I'm sure.
She smiled at me on the subway.
She was with another man.
But I won't lose no sleep on that,
'Cause I've got a plan.

Syd sighs and walked to her locker to grab some things. She couldn’t stop thinking about her kiss with Jack and how Jack has rejected her this morning. She felt hurt.

You're beautiful. 

You're beautiful.
You're beautiful, it's true.
I saw your face in a crowded place
And I don't know what to do,
'Cause I'll never be with you.

Sky: Hey.

Syd turns around. 

Syd: Hey.

Sky: How are you?

Syd: I’m alright. 

Sky: Syd, I’m sorry I yelled at you Friday.

Syd: It’s alright. I know you and Z are friends.

Sky: But I shouldn’t have yelled at you. I’m sorry. You didn’t deserve it. I was a real jerk.

Syd: Sky, I want you to be honest with me.

Sky: What is it?

Syd: Is there something going on between you and Z? I mean the 2 of you have been good friends lately. Is there something I should I know about the both of you?
There was a moment of silent. He thought of what Z said to him this afternoon. 

Z: I don’t think I feel the same way as you do.

Sky snapped out of his backflash and kissed Syd’s forehead.

Sky: Don’t worry. There’s nothing going on between me and her. And there never will be something between me and her. Z is just…a classmate.
Syd smiles and they embraced each other.
Yeah, she caught my eye
As we walked on by
She could see from my face that I was,
Fucking high,
And I don't think that I'll see her again,
But we shared a moment that will last till the end.

Z walked to her locker at that moment and grabbed some stuff. She saw Sky in Syd’s arms. It hurt her to see them together.

You're beautiful. 

You're beautiful.
You're beautiful, it's true.
I saw your face in a crowded place,
And I don't know what to do,
'Cause I'll never be with you.

Z remembers what she said.

Z: I don’t think I will ever feel the same way as you do.
She had regret that she lied to Sky, but it was the best for both of them. She closed her locker and walked to the exit.

You're beautiful. 

You're beautiful.
You're beautiful, it's true.
There must be an angel with a smile on her face
When she thought up that I should be with you.
But it's time to face the truth
I will never be with you.

Z looked at Sky once more before she left. She remembered the moment she and Sky almost kissed at The Lair and the moment at Sky’s house where they almost kissed as well. Then Sky noticed her and looked at her as well. Z closed the door and left. Sky sighs, closed his eyes and laid his head on Syd’s shoulder. Is this the end of their love story?

End Chapter 26…

