Chapter 31: For you I will
A new day breaks into New Tech City. The city was covered by snow. Christmas was already over and the day of New Year’s Eve came closer and closer. Infact, the citizens are celebrating and shopping for their New Year’s Eve party later that night. The 4 ladies are shopping at New Tech mall to find an outfit for the New Year’s Eve Party at Tate’s mansion. Syd grabbed 2 pink dresses and showed it to the others.
Syd: Girls, I need help. Should I take this one or this one?

Mora: What’s the difference? They look the same.

Syd: No, they’re not. This one is lighter and is made of satin and the other one is darker and the fabric is different.

Mora: Tell me why I came with you in the first place.

Kat: Because you have nothing to wear for the party tonight. 
Mora: Yes, I do.

Kat: You are not wearing jeans and I can’t keep letting you borrowing my outfits. It’s time for you to have your own dress.

Mora: Dress?! I have to wear a dress?!

Z: It’s a formal New Year’s Eve Party Mora. You are required to wear formal clothing and jeans are out of the question.

Mora: This is unfair. I mean we’re living in the year 2025 now. 

Syd: And I’m glad they still have dresses these days. 
Mora: I don’t like dresses. 

Z: Why not?

Mora: Because dresses are more for girlie girlies, like Syd. And not for people like me.

Syd: Excuse me, I am not girlie girlie.

Kat: Mora, a dress will suit you as well. Infact, let’s find one for you now.
Mora: But…

Kat: Come on.

Kat dragged Mora with her inside the store to find a dress. Syd took a seat next to Z.

Syd: So, what do you think?

Z: I think you should take the light one. It matches with your hair color. 

Syd: That’s a good point. Thanks. So, how are things going? Between you and Sky.

Z: What do you mean, between me and Sky?

Syd: Well, something is going on between the 2 of you. It’s very obvious and now that he is available…

Z: Syd. Sky and I are just friends. 

Syd: I don’t believe that. What happened these past months, you possibly can’t deny that something is actually growing between the 2 of you.

Z: Oke, this is awkward.

Syd: Why?

Z: Talking about my feelings for Sky with his ex. 

Syd: Wait a sec, did you just say “your” feelings for Sky? So, you admit that there’s more than just a friendship feeling?

Z said nothing and looked at her dress.

Z: Are you taking this one?

Syd: Z, Sky and I broke up, because we wanted to. It was our decision. He’s in love with you and I…well, our relationship wasn’t like we had before. We were growing apart anyway.
Z: We just can’t.
Z stood up and stared out of the window.

Syd: Why not?

Z: It’s impossible. 

Syd: Why is it impossible Z?

Z: Because…I can’t let him down. He was always there for me ever since I was little. I can turn my back on him, by start dating Sky, his…Maybe we should look for Kat and Mora.

Syd: Oh my god. Are you talking about Jack? You’re giving up Sky, because you’re afraid to lose Jack?
Z: Jack is my brother Syd. I could always count on him and he was there for me, since my mom passed away. If I start something with Sky, Jack would feel betrayed. 

Syd: Z, Jack and Sky are oke now. Well, not the best friends, but they don’t kill each other anymore. 
Z: I know, but he would never accept me and Sky together. 

Syd: So, you’re just going to ignore your true feelings for Sky? I mean, that’s it? 
Z: I have no choice Syd. Sky is great, but Jack is my only family and I don’t wanna lose him.

Syd: I’m sorry to hear that.

Z: We should go find the others now. It’s getting late.

Z went to look for Kat and Mora. Syd was thinking about what Z just said. There was something that she had to do. She couldn’t stand to see 2 people who have feelings for each other, separately. It reminded when her parents got divorced. It was the worst period of her life and she hoped no one else would have to go through the same awful situation as she did. Meanwhile, at Tate’s Mansion, Bridge and Sam helped Sky with putting everything ready for the party. The house staff was helping as well. Sky was on the phone when Bridge and Sam enters the room with huge boxes. 
Sky: No, I understand. Next year better. Oke, see you dad.

Sky hung up his phone.

Sam: Was that your dad?

Sky: Yep. He’s stuck in Silver Hill. He didn’t finish his deal with The Silver Guardian Company, so he won’t show up tonight.
Bridge: Sorry to hear that Sky. 

Sky: That’s oke. I’ve got you guys, right?

Bridge: That’s good to hear, but could you please tell me where to put this box, it’s kinda heavy and I’m about to drop it in here.

Sky: Careful with that. That’s the firework for tonight.

Bridge and Sam looked at each other with terrified eyes.

Sam: Thanks for the warning.

Bridge: Yeah, but next time, could you tell us that after we put the boxes on the floor?

Sky: You can just put them there. I’ll ask Henry to move them. 

Bridge and Sam carefully put the boxes on the floor and sighed. 

Sam: I’m glad we got rid of that.

Bridge: I’m with ya. So, how many people are there coming? 

Sky: Let me see.

Sky grabbed his list and Bridge and Sam could see that Sky was holding 5 lists.

Bridge: Did you invite the whole town or something?

Sky: No, some people on this list are not even going to make it.

Sam: Like who?

Sky: Well, that would be my dad. My uncles can’t come as well. 

Bridge: Which one?

Sky: Uncle Trip and Uncle Lucas. But Aunt Katie is coming, thank god. Syd’s parents won’t make it. Her mom decided to celebrate it with the family of her boyfriend and her dad, well we all know why he’s not coming. What about your parents?
Sam: My mom can’t make it. She’s on a mission in the Atlantic Ocean or something like that, so you can scrap her of the list.

Bridge: My parents are working on New Year’s Eve as well.

Sky: Sorry to hear that guys. I know you guys must have looked forward to see them again.

Sam: Well, let’s just hope she won’t forget my birthday. 

Bridge: So, who will come then?

Sky: I have Boom ofcourse. Mr. Cruger will be there. Also, Principal Birdie. 
Sam: You invited the whole school or something?

Sky: Very funny. Then we have, you guys, Syd, Kat, Mora, Jack…

Bridge: Jack?! You invited Jack? Jack Landors?

Sky: Yeah, so?

Sam: Since when are you 2 such good friends?

Sky: We’re not, but it’s not harm to invite him. 

Bridge: Or you only invite him, because a certain brunette will come as well.

Sky: I have no idea what you’re talking about.

Bridge: Wherever Jack Landors is…

Sam: …there’s a Z Delgado.

Sky: I invited them, because their parents are still stuck in Silver Hill and otherwise they had to celebrate New Year’s Eve with just the 2 of them. So, I thought it would be nice to invite them over.

Bridge and Sam looked at each other and smiled.

Bridge & Sam: Yeah, right.

Sky: I’m not going to discuss this right now.
Bridge: Speaking about Z, how are things going between the turtledoves? 

Sky: Nothing is going on between us. 

Bridge: What do you mean nothing is going on?

Sky: Bridge, I might have feelings for her, but she doesn’t feel the same way as I do. 

Sam: How do you know that?

Sky: She told me.
Bridge: And you believe her?

Sky: Why would she lie about it?

Sam: Maybe she’s scared. 

Sky: Scared of what? I confessed my feelings for her, but she told me clearly that she has no feelings for me.
Bridge: Sky, Sky, Sky. 
Sky: What? 

Bridge: You think what she said is true? 
Sky: What makes you think that she’s not being honest?

Bridge: By the way she looks at you. You mind find it weird what I’m about to tell you, but…

Sky: But what?

Bridge: I get these feelings, ya know. It sounds kinda weird, but on Syd’s Christmas Party I sensed that Z does have feelings for you. She wants to be with you more than anything in the world, but there’s something that holds her back to be with you. 
Sky: Yeah, she’s still in love with someone else.

Sam: She has someone else? Who?

Sky: She’s still in love with her first love.

Sam: Are you talking about Derrick? But he’s death for 5 years.

Sky: I know.

Bridge: I don’t think Derrick is the reason why she holds back. It’s something else.

Sky: You tell me what it is.

Meanwhile, Jack is doing some grocery shopping. He picked up a bottle of whine. 
Syd: You still haven’t learned you lesson after our night in jail?

Jack turns around and saw it was Syd.

Jack: Hey, if it isn’t our pink princess.

Syd: You’re not going to buy that, are you?

Jack: I’m underage, remember. So, what brings you here?

Syd: Well, I was about to go home, but I saw you inside, so I decided to say hi.
Jack: I see you have been shopping with the girls. 

Syd: You know me. A party is a good excuse for me to shop for a new outfit.

Jack: Can I see?

Jack wanted to look inside the bag, but Syd slapped his hand.

Jack: Ouch!

Syd: Not until the party. 

Jack: Alright, no need to get violent. I’ll wait.

Syd: Good.

Jack: I still can’t believe you convinced my sister to go shopping with you girls. I mean Z and the mall, those 2 words don’t go together. She’s not exactly a fan of shopping.

Syd: Well, I have my ways. Speaking about Z, have you noticed that she’s different lately?
Jack: No. What do you mean?

Syd: Like, she could be in love or something. 

Jack: Really? With who?

Syd: Oh come on Jack, you still need to ask that?

Jack: If you’re talking about Sky Tate, then you are going the wrong way. Z is not in love with him.

Syd: She told you that?

Jack: No, but I know my own sister. Besides, she once felt in love and we both know how that ended.

Syd: That is another situation. Derrick passed away. You can’t compare those 2 situations with each other. Or is it because you still hate Sky? Is that it?

Jack: No, I don’t hate him. We’re not good buddies either, but I don’t hate him. 

Syd: Then why can’t you accept them together?

Jack: Look, this is all Z’s decision. Not mine. 

Syd: Well, you do have a part in this.
Jack: And why is that?
Syd: Because she’s choosing you instead.

Jack: What?

Syd: She chooses her family over her own happiness. She rejected Sky, because she didn’t want to hurt you. 

Jack: How do you know this stuff?

Syd: Because she told me.  She gives up the chance to be happy again…for you. 

Jack: I don’t believe that. I know Sky has feelings for Z, but she’s not in love with him.

Syd: Then maybe you should ask her yourself. I’ll see you tonight.

Syd leaves the store. Jack was thinking about what Syd said. Could it be true? Meanwhile, Bridge and Sam went home to get change for the party. Bridge pulled out 2 ties.
Bridge: Should I wear this one or this one?

Sam: Bridge, does that matter? They’re both green.

Bridge: No, they’re not. This is greener for the darker days and this is greener for the lighter days. So, which one?

Sam: You know, you are weird Carson. Good to see that some people haven’t change a bit. 

Bridge: Haha, very funny. 

Sam: Why do you care this much about fashion anyway? Did Syd let you read one of her fashion magazines again?

Bridge: Oke, first of all, I was sick that day and I had nothing to read, because my roommate forgot to buy the newest edition of E.J. Magazine. And second, it doesn’t hurt to have some sense for fashion.

Sam: We are guys Bridge. We suppose to ignore good fashion. That’s the job for the women.

Bridge: Well, it doesn’t hurt to look good. 

Sam: Alright, spill it. Who’s the lucky girl?

Bridge: What?

Sam: What’s her name? Do I know her? Is she hot?
Bridge: What are you talking about? There is no other girl. What makes you think that I wanna look good for a girl?

Sam: Well, you’re starting to sound like Syd before she started dating Sky. All tensed up and worried about looks. I mean we’re going to Sky’s party and the only people we’re going to meet are Sky, Jack, Z, Syd, Mora, and…Oh, I get it now.

Bridge: Get what?
Sam: I see loverboy hasn’t got over his mistletoe kiss yet.

Bridge: Sam, Kat and I are friends. Besides she’s seeing someone else right now. 

Sam: Yeah, but he won’t be there tonight. What a good way to grab your chance with her.

Bridge: I’m not going to grab my chance, especially not on New Year’s Eve, and especially not in a place full of guests. Besides, Kat and I decided to stay good friends.

Sam: So, at one moment you are completely in love with her and at the other moment you just decided to stay friends. Yeah right, Carson. 

Bridge: Well, if you manage to do that with Mora, why not with me and Kat?

Sam: Oke, Carson. Those are 2 completely different situations. You see, I can’t have the girl.
Bridge: Well, neither can I. So much for your good arguments.

Sam: Aha, my dear friend, you forgot one detail. If Mora didn’t have a boyfriend, then she would have rejected me anyway. If Kat didn’t start dating someone else, then she would have chosen you. If only you weren’t such an idiot for not telling her the truth about your feelings.
Bridge: You don’t need to rub that in. Anyway, how do you know she would have chosen me if I told her the truth?

Sam: She told me. 
Bridge: Who? Mora? Syd?

Sam: Nope. Kat. I would pick the darker green tie.
Sam left the room and Bridge was thinking about what Sam just said. Was there a chance for him and Kat if he had told her about his feelings for her? At Landor’s residence, Jack already wore his tux with a red tie. He knocked on Z’s bedroom door.
Jack: Z, are you ready?

Z: You can come in.

Jack enters the room and was stunned when he saw his sister. Z wore a long black gown. Z’s back was open and around her neck she wore a yellow scarf. Her hair was tied in a knot. 

Jack: Wow, you look amazing. Now change yourself again.

Z: Jack.

Jack: I’m your big brother, and I can’t protect you from all the guys who will be flirting with you tonight. 

Z: Trust me Jack. If I’m capable handling you, I’m definitely capable handling other guys.
Jack: That was mean.
Z: Well, I am your sister, aren’t I? Shall we go?

Jack: Actually, there’s something I wanted you to talk about. 

Jack and Z both took a seat on Z’s bed.

Z: Alright. What’s wrong?

Jack: Just wanna know if you’re alright.
Z: Ofcourse I’m alright. Why shouldn’t I be?

Jack: Well, we haven’t had a real brother-sister conversation in long time. 

Z: Jack, we never had a real brother-sister conversation before. 

Jack: And that’s why you need to know that if you ever feel like to talk about something, I’m here for you.
Z: Did you eat something weird for breakfast this morning?

Jack: I’m serious Z.

Z: Why are you acting so weird?

Jack: Because I’m your brother and I’m worried about you.

Z: No need to worry about me. I’m all fine. Can we just go now?

Z stood up and walked to the door.

Jack: Are you in love with Sky Tate?

Z stopped from walking away and turns around after what her brother just asked her.

Z: What? 
Jack: You heard me. Are you in love with Sky Tate?

Z: Sky and I are just good friends.

Jack: That’s not what I asked. I asked, are you in love with him?

Z: Why are you asking me this?
Jack: Why are you not answering?

Z: Can we talk about this another time?

Jack: Why? It’s a simple question. You’re in love with him or not.

Z: I…I think we should go now.

Jack: So, it’s true. 

Z kept quiet as a tear scrolled on her face.

Jack: Why did you lie to him Z? Why did you tell him that you’re still in love with Derrick?
Z: Why? The fight between you and Sky was the reason why I couldn’t tell him. And when I wanted to tell you, you were always telling me how bad Sky is, or that Sky couldn’t be trust. 
Jack: Why didn’t you tell me this before?

Z: You never gave me a chance to tell. It was always you and Sky. Everyday you told me how much you hated him. Everyday you pick on a fight with him. How could I tell?

Jack: I didn’t know. I’m sorry Z.
Z: Me too. Shall we go now?

Jack: Why Sky Z? 

Z: Because he gave me that feeling again when I was with Derrick. After Derrick died, I was lost and I thought I could never fall in love again. I thought there was nobody who could make me happy again when Derrick was alive. Until Sky came into my life. He was the first person I could talk about my mom, Derrick, my past. I could open up to him. And everytime I was with him…for the first time after all these years…I felt happy again.
Jack: Then you should tell him that.

Z: What?

Jack: Z, I never meant to come between you and your happiness. You’ve been through so much these past years and there’s no one in this world I wish more happiness than you. You deserve it more than anyone else. And if Sky makes you happy, then you should tell him that. 
Z: You mean that?
Jack: Your happiness is all that matters to me, Z. Now go and tell him that.

Z embraces her brother and Jack could feel that Z was happy by what he said. Question is, will she be on time or too late? 

End Chapter 31…

