Chapter 32: The kiss of the year
It was evening in New Tech City. As the last few hours are counting before the world can live in 2026. Everybody arrived at Tate’s Mansion for the New Year’s Eve Party. Cars and limousines arrived in front of the mansion. Syd, Bridge, Kat, Mora and Sam stepped out of the limo. Syd wore her pink dress and a black coat, Kat wore a white dress with a purple coat, Mora wore her purple dress with long sleeves, and the boys wore their tux. They were stunned at the decoration outside of the mansion. There was a huge board in front of the house saying: “HAPPY NEW YEAR NEW TECH CITY”. There were servants outside welcoming them inside. 

Sam: Now this is what I call a party.

Kat: Sky sure knows how to throw a party.

Mora: He sure didn’t waste any money.

Syd: Well, he is a Tate. And they do know how to spend their money. 
Bridge: Let’s go inside guys. I’m starving. 

Sam: You’re always hungry.

Bridge: Let’s just get inside.
The 5 teens went inside. Meanwhile, in Sky’s bedroom. Sky is making himself ready for the party. He wore a tux with a blue blouse. Suddenly someone knocked on his door.

Sky: Come on in.

A familiar face opened the door.

Sky: Aunt Katie.

He hugged his aunt.

Katie: Hello sweetheart. My, look at you. You look so handsome. I bet you’re going to break a lot of hearts tonight. 

Sky: Aunt Katie…
Katie: I know. You’re still not over your break up with Sydney Drew.

Sky: It’s not that. I mean Syd and I grew apart eventually. 

Katie: Oh, is there someone else?

Sky was silent for a moment. He was not in the mood to talk all over about his feelings for Z.

Sky: No. There’s no one in my life right now.

Katie: If you say so. We should go downstairs now. Guests are arriving now.

Sky: Good idea.

Sky grabbed his coat and put it on and walked to the direction of his door with his aunt.

Sky: Too bad Uncle Trip and Uncle Lucas couldn’t make it.
Katie: Well, uhm… they are really busy right now. They are very sorry that they couldn’t make it.
Sky: Oh well, maybe next year. Right?

Katie: Yeah, sure. Ofcourse. 

Katie looked away so Sky wouldn’t see that she hid something from him. Downstairs, guests keeps on arriving. The hall seems already filled with formal guests. At that moment, Jack and Z entered the hall linking arms with each other.
Jack: Whoa. Is this the White House or something?
Z: There are so many people.

Jack: I have to admit it. Sky sure did a good job at this one. 

Z: Everything looks amazing.
Kat: Z!

Jack and Z turn around and saw Syd, Bridge, Kat, Mora and Sam walking in their direction. Kat embraced Z.

Kat: Happy New Year.

Z: Happy New Year to you too.

Mora: Excuse me, but we’re not living in 2026 yet. 

Z: You’re right. We’ll do that later again.
Jack shakes hands with Bridge and Sam.

Jack: Bridge, Sam, what’s up my men?

Bridge: Good to see you too.

Sam: What took you so long anyway?

Jack and Z looked at each other.

Jack: I needed to take care of something first. But hey, I’m here now. 

Bridge: Has anyone seen Sky yet?

Jack and Syd looked at each other and smiled.

Mora: Not me. Maybe he’s in the livingroom.

Kat: Maybe we should look for him in there.

Sam: Well, let’s go. I wanna know what kind of firework he’s using for the big explosion tonight.

Z, Bridge, Kat and Mora followed Sam, leaving Jack alone with Syd. 

Jack: Wow. You look so...so… 

Syd: Pink?

Jack: That too. I was going to say, you look beautiful. I guess it was worth to wait for it.

Syd blushed.

Syd: You look handsome as well. I’ve never seen you in a tux before.

Jack: I did wear one on your Christmas party.

Syd: Yeah, but now you’re wearing a complete tux with jacket and a red tie.
Jack: I did wear a red tie on your party.

Syd: You know what I mean. 

Jack: So, I bet you’re here with a date.

Syd: No, I came here with Bridge, Kat, Mora and Sam. 

Jack: You’re kidding me. You must have disappointed a lot of guys. 
Syd: Actually, they still think I’m in the “I just broke up with Sky Tate” mourning period.

Jack: Oh, shouldn’t you be wearing black then?
Syd hit him with her purse. Jack laughed.
Syd: Very funny.

Jack: Just kidding. You really look beautiful.

Syd: Thank you.

They stared in each other’s eyes for a moment. Until a few guys interrupted them.

Guy: Hey Landors.

Jack: What’s up guys?

Guy: You are not going to believe who’s standing in the dining room.
Jack: Who? Janet Jackson?

Guy: Nope. Kira Ford. 

Jack: No way. She’s hot.

Guy: I know. Let’s go before she leaves.

Jack: Alright. I’ll see you later then Syd.

Syd: Sure.

Guy: Later Syd.

Jack left with the guys, leaving Syd alone in the hall. She sighs. Why can’t he see it, is what she thought at the moment. Mora, Sam and Boom are talking with each other at a table. 
Sam: That really sounds terrific Boom. 

Boom: Yeah, I’m glad Mr. Cruger gave me a chance.

Mora: Well, you deserve it.

Boom: Thank you.

Suddenly, a beep came from Mora’s purse. She looked inside and saw it was her cellphone and reads her message.

Boom: Anyway, I think I’m going to talk to Mr. Cruger. I’ll see you guys later.

Sam: Oke.

Boom left and Sam saw Mora’s looking disappointed to her cellphone.

Sam: Bad news?

Mora closed her cellphone and put it in her purse. 

Mora: It’s nothing.

Sam: Let me guess. Andy?

Mora: He can’t make it to come here tonight. 
Sam: I’m sorry about that. But don’t be sad. I’m here. I mean I’m not Andy, but I know how to make fun. But you already knew that.

Mora smiles.

Mora: Thanks Sam.

Sam: No problem. He has no idea what he’s missing. I mean seeing you in a dress, is one thing. He must be hitting his head against the wall right now. Anyway, you shouldn’t be sad. It’s a party. And about a few hours we’ll be in 2026.

Mora: You’re right. Let’s go.

Sam: Wait, where are we going?

Mora: Hit the dance floor.

Sam: Dance?! Mora, I can’t dance.

Mora: If I can wear a dress, then you can dance. Now, let’s go.

Sam: But…

Mora dragged Sam to the dance floor. Sky walked in the hall. He shakes hands with some people and smiled. Bridge then runs to him. He was out of breath.
Bridge: Sky. I….He…You…

Sky: What is it Bridge?

Bridge: You are not going to believe it.

Sky: What Bridge?

Bridge: I just met him.

Sky: Met who?

Bridge: The one and only Ethan James. He’s here. I have touched the man Sky. He just shook my hands. Ethan James shook my hands!

Sky: I know. I invited him. 

Bridge: You invited him? I love you man. I can’t believe you did this for me.

Sky: Bridge, Ethan is one of my dad’s colleagues. Besides, he came here because his best friend Kira Ford came here as well. 

Bridge: What?! Kira Ford is here?!

Bridge suddenly ran away to look for her and seeing him run away made Sky laugh. His laughter suddenly stopped when he saw Z talking with Kat. She looked more beautiful then he realized. 
Syd: Sad isn’t it?

Sky turns around and saw Syd standing behind him.

Sky: Syd. 

Syd: Why don’t you go to her?

Sky: I can’t. If I do I just make it myself more difficult. 

Syd: It’s killing you, right?

Sky: You know, Bridge was right. It’s easier said than done. The more I see her, the more I want to be with her. 
Syd: Then what stops you?

Sky: Her death boyfriend. 

Syd: You think she’s still not over Derrick? Are you sure about that?

Sky: Oke, I’m confused now.
Syd: We both know that Z isn’t exactly the person that likes to open up about her problems. 
Sky: You’re saying that there’s something else? Well, what is it then?

Syd: After 15 years you still don’t know that? 
Sky: What are you talking about?

Syd: Tell me how Juliet’s love for Romeo was impossible. Because of a war. The war between you and Jack makes you and Z together impossible. 

Sky: But Z told me…
Syd: Sky, you believe really believe the story she told you? You know, sometimes the answer on our problems seems closer than we think.
Syd left. Sky looked at Z, who’s still talking with Kat. Then Z looked at him. Sky looked away and left. Hours passed by and everyone was having a great time. Everybody was called in the big hall and in front of them there was a huge stage with music equipment. Sky stood on stage and took the microphone. 
Sky: Welcome everybody. Thank you for coming. I’m Sky Tate and I’ll be your host for tonight, since my father was unable to come due his work, but he wishes you a lovely evening. I’m glad you were able to come on a special day like this and this party couldn’t have been a success without the staff, some friends and ofcourse you. As you know about an hour we’ll be living in 2026. But before we enter the New Year, I’d like to close the year 2025 with someone who sold millions albums all over the world. And who would be better to close the year then the artist who won 8 Grammies, which one is for artist of the year. Ladies and Gentlemen, Kira Ford!
Everyone clapped and shouted as Kira Ford enters the stage with her guitar and the other band members.

Kira: Happy New Year New Tech City!

And it goes like this
Yeah yeah, Yeah yeah 
Yeah yeah, Yeah yeah 

I can't tell you why 
But I can't stop thinking about you baby 
Oh yeah 
Don't you think it's time 
I walked around every word you're saying 
Oh yeah 

Trying hard to figure out 
Tell me what it's all about 
’Cause I don't want to freak you out 
Freak you out 
Freak you out 

I want to know 
Know where you're at 
I'm at the front 
But baby you're still at the back
Oh, can you tell me where it's at
I gotta know
Know where you're at
I'm all alone waiting for you to ask
Oh, can you tell me where
Tell me where it's at

It seems like when we talk
You haven't heard a single word I'm saying
Oh yeah
I'm over here so listen up
Sit back tune in
Pick it up
Yeah
I'm just waiting here

Trying hard to figure out
Tell me what it's all about
’Cause I don't want to freak you out
Freak you out
I'm trying hard to figure out
Tell me what it's all about
What it's all about

I want to know 
Know where you're at 
I'm at the front 
But baby you're still at the back
Oh, can you tell me where you're at
I gotta know
Know where you're at
I'm all alone waiting for you to ask
Oh, can you tell me where
Tell me where you're at

Freak you out
Freak you out
Freak you out
Freak you out
Freak you out
Freak you out
Freak you out

Didn't I try to let you know
Didn't I try to tell you so
Yeah, yeah, yeah

Yeah yeah, Yeah yeah
Yeah yeah, Yeah yeah

I want to know 
Know where you're at
I'm at the front 
But baby you're still at the back
Oh can you tell me where
Tell me where it's at

(I want to know)
Can you tell me where it's at
(I want to know)
Can you tell me where it's at
(I want to know)
Can you tell me 
(I want to know)
Tell me

I want to know
Know where you're at
I'm at the front 
But baby you're still at the back
Oh can you tell me where you're at
I gotta know
Know where you're at
I'm all alone waiting for you to ask
Oh, can you tell me where
Tell me where you're at

Freak you out
Freak you out
Freak you out
Freak you out
Freak you out
Everyone clapped and shouted at the end of the song. 

Kira: Thank you New Tech City! Enjoy the evening!

Kira went of stage and put her guitar behind stage. Jack walked over to her.

Jack: You are really good.

Kira: Thanks.

Jack: I’m Jack Landors.

They shake hands with each other. 

Kira: Nice to meet you.

Jack: So, this is probably your first time in New Tech City.

Kira: No, actually I’ve been here before. 

Jack: Oh really. You know I’d like to hear what you think of our beloved city. Shall we get something to eat while we talk?

Kira: Sure.

Jack and Kira exchanged smiles and walked to the dining table. Syd saw what happened and felt hurt seeing them together. Meanwhile, at the other side of the room. Z gets something to drink. Katie saw her and walked over to her.

Katie: I knew I recognize you from somewhere.

Z: Oh hi.
Katie: How have you been?

Z: I’m alright. 

Katie: Are you sure? You look a little sad.

Z: I’m fine.

Katie: You know, you can talk with me about everything. Now what is bothering you?

Z: What would you do if you were in love with someone, but you’re scared that you’re going to end up hurt?

Katie: Ah, you’re in love. Sweetheart, there’s nothing greater than love. I can tell you that. Sometimes there are risks, but for love we don’t mind to take those risks. And if it’s really true love, then you should not worry about it. 
Z: How do I know if it’s true love?

Katie: Well, tell me. Are you really in love with him, or is this just a crush?

Z: I think I am in love. Actually, I think he’s the one for me.

Katie: Then you shouldn’t hold back. Do not let him go. It’s a waste if you do. Do not let true love slip through your fingers.

Z: Thank you. 
Katie: Anytime. I think this youngman will be very lucky to have you then.

Z and Katie exchange smiles. Syd was walking next to the dining table. Mora saw her and walked over to Syd.

Mora: Hey.

Syd: Hey.

Mora: Is everything alright? You seem upset about something.

Syd: I’m alright.

Mora: Look, I know we’re not the closest friends, but you can tell me everything. And it’s pretty obvious that something is bothering you. Now, you want me to drag it out of you?

Syd: I think I have a crush on Jack.

Mora was silent after she heard Syd’s confession and was speechless. She grabbed two glasses of champagne and gave one to Syd.

Mora: Champagne?

Syd: But we’re still underage.
Mora: No one needs to know.

Syd smiles and accepted the champagne. Suddenly, Mr. Cruger appeared on stage.
Mr. Cruger: Ladies and Gentlemen, a few minutes before we enter 2026. Mr. Tate suggests we should go to the garden to see the firework. So, follow these gentlemen, they will lead you to the garden. 
Everyone followed the servants to the garden.

Katie: Are you coming as well?

Z: No, I’ll just stay here inside and look the firework from out the window. 

Katie: Alright.

Katie followed the other guests to the garden. Sky was about to follow the others to the garden, but saw Z staring out of the window. 

Jack: You know you should go to her.

Sky turns around and saw Jack standing behind her. 
Sky: Jack. 

Jack: Why don’t you go to her?

Sky: Why should I? It won’t change her mind. Syd told me everything. Congratulations Jack. You won. I guess you don’t have to worry about me anymore.
Jack: Yes, I do.

Sky: Why?

Jack: Because you’re the only one who can make my sister happy. Infact, she hasn’t been happy like this since Derrick. And she deserves to be happy. Even if it has to be with you. 

Sky: You mean that?

Jack: I know we had our differences, but I don’t want Z to give up her happiness because of something that is going on between you and me.
Sky: Jack, I don’t know what to say.

Jack: It’s alright, just go to her. She’s probably waiting for you.

Sky walked in the direction of Z.
Jack: Sky.

Sky turns around when Jack called him.

Jack: Treat her right.

Sky smiled. Jack walked to the garden and Sky walked over to Z. 
Sky: You know, everyone is in the garden right now. 

Z turns around and smiled when she saw Sky.

Z: Sky.

Sky: Why are you still here?

Z: Well, the garden will be too crowded anyway and from here I can enjoy the firework without the huge crowd.

Sky: I have another idea. Follow me. 

Sky took Z’s hand and they went upstairs. They enter his bedroom and Sky opened the door to the balcony. The balcony had a view on the garden and the crowd. 

Sky: Same view, but without standing between the crowd. 
Z: Sky, it’s amazing. The view is beautiful.
Sky: You are beautiful.
Z turns to face Sky and blushed.
Sky: I’ve just talked to Jack.

Z: You and Jack? Wow, I guess the miracles still has effect on New Year’s Eve.
Sky: Why haven’t you told me the truth?
Z: Because I knew you wouldn’t have accept my decision if I told you that I did it because of Jack. And that wasn’t the only reason. I guess I was also scared.

Sky: For what?

Z: To admit my feelings for you. I mean the last time I felt this way was when Derrick was alive. When I lost him, I was hurt and lost and I promised myself that I would never let it happen to me again. Then you came into my life and everything changed. You made me feel alive again. And the more time I spend with you, the more I started to have feelings for you. I tried to push these feelings away, but I couldn’t.

Sky: Why?

Z: Because I was scared that I was falling in love with you and that there will be a day that I’ll lose you. Just like I lost Derrick. 

Sky touched her face.

Sky: Z, you won’t lose me. 

Z: How do I know that for sure?

Sky: Z, I don’t know what will happen to us in the future and where it will lead us to, but right now I do know there’s no one else I rather have in my life than you.
Z: Me too.
They both smiled at each other, moved their heads closer, and their lips were about to touch, but it was disturbed again by something else. An announcement from the garden made them look down from the balcony.

Mr. Cruger: Ten seconds everyone! 

Everybody: 10!…9!…8!…7!…6!…5!…4!…3!…2!…1!…Happy New Year! 

Fireworks were released and also balloons and confetti were released in the garden. 2026 was fired in the front of the garden and it looked stunning. Everybody embraces each other wishing happy New Year. The fireworks look amazing in the sky. On the balcony, Sky held Z tight in his arms as they enjoy the firework.
Sky: Happy New Year Z.

Z: Happy New Year Sky.

They looked at each other and knew that this was their moment. The moment they have waited for so long. They moved their heads closer and…FINALLY. Their lips touched each other’s. They’ve never felt so happy like now. When they broke off the kiss for air, Z looked at him and smiles.
Z: I love you Sky.

Sky smiles and touched her face.

Sky: I love you too.

They continued their kissing. Back in the garden, Katie enjoyed the laughter of everyone. She looked for Sky, and then she looked up and saw him kissing with Z on the balcony. The smile on her face started to disappear. Suddenly Katie walked inside the mansion in a hurry. Meanwhile, other guests are still in the New Year mood. 

Bridge: Happy New Year!

Bridge embraces his roommate.

Sam: Happy New Year! May you clean up your room this year.

Bridge: And may you wash your own stinky clothes this year. 

Syd, Kat and Mora still embracing, saw the boys and heard what they said.
Mora: You know what, I think those 2 will never change.

Syd: Do you want them to change?

Mora: Nah. I would miss them then.
Kat: Hey, has anyone seen Z?

Bridge: I haven’t seen her all night actually.

Jack: She’s with Sky.

The teens turn around and saw Jack. 

Bridge & Sam: Jack! Happy New Year!

They hugged each other.

Jack: Happy New Year guys.
Mora: So, what did you just say? Z is with Sky?

Jack: Yeah, she is.

Kat: Are you serious?

Bridge: And he’s still alive?

Jack: Guys, don’t worry. I’ve talked with Sky and I told him that Z needs him. He makes her happy, ya know.

Sam: You and Sky talked? Isn’t that the first signs of the apocalypse? 
Jack: Very funny. Oke, enough about Sky and Z. Let’s party! 

Bridge & Sam: Yeah! 

Bridge, Sam, Kat and Mora walked to the bar to get something to drink. Jack saw Syd standing by herself.
Jack: Happy New Year Syd.

Syd: Happy New Year Jack.

Jack embraces Syd. Syd felt happy and also uncomfortable at the same time. She has feelings for someone who doesn’t like her back. Meanwhile, inside the mansion, Katie walked upstairs and wanted to go to her room.

Sky: Aunt Katie?

Katie shocked when she heard her name calling. She turns around and saw Sky and Z coming out of Sky’s room.
Katie: Sky, honey. You scared me.

Sky: I’m sorry. 

Katie: That’s alright.

Katie noticed Sky holding hands with Z. 

Katie: I see that we missed something while we were all in the garden.

Sky and Z looked at each other and smiled.

Sky: Yeah, Z and I are together. Finally. 
Katie: I can see that. I’m happy for the both of you.
Z: Is everything alright?

Katie: With me? I’m fine. Don’t worry about me. Go, have fun. Tell the others.

Sky: Well, aren’t you coming with us? 

Katie: I’ll be back later. I need to make a phone call first. 

Sky: On New Year’s Eve? To who?

Katie: Your father. He wanted to know if the party succeeded.

Sky: We can also call him tomorrow morning. 

Katie: No, this can’t wait. He’s waiting for my phone call. Now, you 2 lovebirds just go out there and have fun. I’ll be alright. 

Sky: Oke, if you say so. We’ll see you outside then.
Katie: Have fun.

Sky and Z went downstairs and Katie walked to her room. Sky and Z were on their way to the garden. Z watched at Sky and saw that something was bothering him.

Z: Is everything alright?

Sky: Yeah, I’m fine. 

Z: Are you sure?

Sky: Yeah, I’m just worried about my aunt. She was acting a little weird. 
Z: Well, you wanna go back to her and check if she’s alright?

Sky: Nah, it’s probably nothing. Just forget it. I’m probably seeing things.

Z: Good, ‘cause for a minute I thought you were going to change your mind about us.

Sky: And let you go?

Sky kissed her passionately. 

Sky: Never.

They both smiled at each other and walked hand in hand to the garden. Back in Katie’s room, Katie’s calling on her cellphone. 

Katie: Hi, it’s me Katie. No, the party went perfect. It’s about Sky. No, he’s not injured, but it is urgent. You need to come back home Eric. Everything is going wrong. You need to come home. It’s time for you to tell Sky the truth before it’s too late. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!

End Chapter 32…

