Chapter 4: EMOTIONS REVEALED
It was evening and the sun was about to go down in New Tech City. At Mora’s house, Mora’s is reading a brochure on her bed. Kat knocked on the door. 

Mora: Yeah?

Kat enters the room.

Kat: Are you busy?

Mora: Nah, just checking some things.

Kat took a seat next to Mora and saw that the brochure was about Military Academy.

Kat: The army? You’re not going to college after your graduation?

Mora: Sooner than you think.

Kat: What do you mean?

Mora: Let me put it this way, the only way to get into college is when you graduate and receive a Highschool diploma. And not when you’re a Highschool dropout. 

Kat: Highschool dropout? What are you talking about?

Mora: I’m not gonna graduate this year, coz I flunked on Cruger’s project.

Kat: He already flunked you? That’s not fair, you had time until the end of the week.

Mora: Kat, Cruger didn’t flunk me. I did.

Kat: I’m confused now?

Mora: Sam and I are no longer partners. 

Kat: What happened?

Mora: We had a fight. As usual. 

Kat: Mora, if you quite, than you will flunk, but so will Sam.

Mora: I don’t know if I gotta feel sorry or really be happy.

Kat: Mora, it’s not fair towards Sam and you know that. Graduating this year means a lot to him.
Mora: I know, it’s just he’s so stubborn.
Kat: You and Sam always argue everyday since the day you both met each other, but eventually you always seem to sort out your fights.  Look, I know you. Whatever the people are saying at school about you, I know you’re a good girl and I know that deep inside of you, you don’t want to let Sam flunk this project. And I think you don’t want to flunk either.

Mora: I guess you’re right Kat. Thanks.

Kat: Anytime.

Mora: But I know you haven’t come here to talk about me and Sam. So, care to tell me what’s on your mind right now?

Kat: It’s Bridge. 

Mora: What about him?

Kat: Have you noticed something different about Bridge lately?

Mora: No, why?

Kat: He’s acting very weird lately.

Mora: Kat, Bridge would be weird if he didn’t act weird. 

Kat: But this time it was different. We worked on our assignment and suddenly he said he needed to go home. 

Mora: So? Maybe he had an emergency or something.
Kat: No, he was really weird. You should have seen him. It was like something’s bothering.
Mora: Kat, trust me. There’s nothing going on with Bridge. He probably had one of his Bridge moments. Very natural. Well, to him. 

At Syd’s villa, Jack and Syd are still doing their project. They read each other’s answers and were shocked what the answers are.

Syd: What? I’m not addicted to beauty?

Jack: Yes, you are? 

Syd: Well, excuse me if I want to look good.

Jack: If you go to the bathroom, you always stay in there for an hour. 

Syd: What I’m doing in the bathroom is none of your business. 
Jack: My favorite school subject? Lunch break? That is a lie.

Syd: No, it’s not.

Jack: I do pay attention at school.

Syd: Oh really? Tell me Jack, which of all the classes we have, you’ve never falling in sleep before?

Jack wanted to say something, but the words couldn’t leave his mouth.

Jack: Can we go on with the questions?

Syd: Spoilt? I’m not spoilt. You think because I have rich parents, I’m spoilt?
Jack: Oh no? Who usually says…?
Jack imitated Syd.

Jack: “Daddy, I need 300 hundred dollars.”

Syd: You are jealous.

Jack: What? On you? 

Syd: Yeah.

Jack: This is ridiculous.

Syd: Because I’m rich, you’re poor, I’m beautiful, you’re hideous, I’ve got everything, you’ve got nothing.

Jack: You know, I had quite enough of this. You and I might don’t like each other, but there’s no reason to insult me. I’m out of here.

Jack grabbed his jacket and left. Syd sighed. What a terrible night. At New Tech Cemetery, Sky is standing at his mother’s grave. He put some flowers on her grave.

Sky: I love you mom.

He stood up and wanted to leave. Suddenly he heard a sound. He turned around.

Sky: Who’s there? Show yourself.

Z appeared into the moonlight. Sky was surprised to see her with flowers in her hands.

Sky: Z? Is that you?

Z: Sky? What are you doing here?

Sky: I was about to ask you the same thing.

Z: I asked you first.

Sky showed her and Z saw the gravestone of Sky’s mother.

Z: Jennifer Scotts-Tate. Wait a minute, Jennifer Scotts was your mother?

Sky: She was my hero.

Z: How did she…you know.
Sky: Died? She was ill for some time. When I was born, they discovered she had Leukemia. The doctors gave her 1 year. She fought for 3 years. 

Z: Sky, I’m sorry. 

Sky: It happened a long time ago.

Z: How come you’re here all alone? I mean, I thought you would bring at least Syd with you.

Sky: Syd doesn’t know that I’m visiting my mom almost every night. It’s not that I don’t enjoy her company, but at some moments I just wanted to be alone.

Z: I know the feeling.

Sky: So, you have heard my reason. What’s yours?

Z: I…I just needed some fresh air.

Sky: In a graveyard? I don’t believe you.

Z: I knew you wouldn’t.

Sky: Why are you here Z?

Z walked a little closer to Sky and they stood face to face with each other.
Z: Can you keep a secret?

Sky: Yeah.
Z: Follow me.

Sky followed Z to another gravestone of Z’s mother.

Z: Sky, I want you to meet my mother, Lauren Delgado. Mom, this is Sky Tate. Say hi.
Sky looked a little confused, but he looked at the grave and waved. Z smiled and put some flowers on the grave.

Sky: Hi.
Z: Yeah, he is kinda shy.

Sky: Are you talking to her?

Z: I come here every night to talk with my mom. Oke, you must think I’m pretty weird now. Talking with death people. 

Sky: I don’t think you’re weird Z.
Z: You are the first person then. 

Z looked at the grave.

Z: What? No, I’m not going to say that to him.

Sky: What did she say?

Z looked at Sky, smiles and blushed a little.

Z: My mom said that you should smile some more. She thinks you look very handsome when you smile. And she thinks your mother will find that too.

Sky smiled and blushed a little.

Sky: So, how did she…you know.
Z: She was involved in a car accident years ago.
Sky: How old were you when she…

Z: I was 5. 

Sky: I’m sorry.
Z: I never forget that day. When I was with Jack’s mom and she assured me that my mom was going to be alright and that she will come back. When the cops arrived, she didn’t know how to tell me the news, but I never forget the look on her face. I knew then that my mother would never come home again.
Sky: How come you can deal your mother’s death so much easier than me?

Z: Because of this.
Z showed her golden Z necklace.

Z: My mother gave me this when I was born and since then I have never took it off. Everytime when I look at it, it will always remind me of my mother.

Sky: It’s beautiful. So, how about your dad?

Z: I have never met my dad. When I was little I asked my mother everyday when my dad was coming home and she told me that he will come home soon. She has told me the same story for 5 years and I realized he wouldn’t come home at all.

Sky: Wow. I don’t think I’m as strong as you are. I mean I don’t have my mom anymore, but I still have my dad. You have no parents at all. I mean except for the Landors. Haven’t you ever thought about looking for your dad?

Z: You know, after my mother died, I placed this huge condolence advertisement in the paper that has been read by everyone in the whole country and I hoped my father would appear at the funeral. He didn’t and from that moment, I realized …I was all alone. 

Sky: You can’t do this to yourself Z.

Z: Do what?

Sky: Shutting everyone out. 
Z: I’m not.
Sky: Then why did you freak out this afternoon at The Lair? Look, if it was because of the things I said than I’m sorry. I didn’t mean to.

Z: It wasn’t your fault Sky.

Sky: Then what’s wrong? You can tell me.

Z sighed and looked at the grave.

Z: I think you’re right mom.
Sky: What did she say?

Z: Follow me Sky. There’s someone else I’d like you to meet.

Sky followed Z another gravestone.

Sky: Where are we going?

Z: We’re here. Sky, I want you to meet Derrick Connell. Derrick, this is Sky Tate, he’s a classmate of mine.

Sky: Who’s Derrick?

Z: Derrick…he is…I mean he was my first date.

Sky: 2007 until 2020? He was only 13.

Z: Derrick had a heart disease ever since he was born. When he was 13 his chance of surviving became smaller, so he decided to get along with the operation. At that moment, I was in Mr. Ryan’s Math class. Making a test.
Sky: Wait a second, that was the day when you passed out in class, wasn’t it? 

Z nodded. 
Z: I felt like I lost a part of me. It hurt for a moment, and then it was gone. When I came home I saw Jack’s mother in tears. Derrick didn’t survive the operation.
Sky: Z, I…I don’t know what to say. I’m sorry.

Z: Derrick used to live next door. He was the first boy I hated, the first boy I hit, the first boy I dated, the first boy I kissed, and the first boy I loved. After my mother passed away, he gave me hope in life again and I always thought we’d be together forever. Sometimes I dream that he’s still there, holding me in his arms and tells me that everything will be alright. And for a minute I’m happy. Until I wake up, I realize that he’s gone and I’m still alone.

Sky saw that Z had tears in her eyes.

Sky: What are you saying Derrick? You want me to tell her that? Oke, I will. Derrick says that you’re not alone and he’s looking at you, from up there and he’s proud on you that from all the bad things that happened to you, you have become an incredible girl who deserves more respect than anyone else.
Z: He really said that?

Sky: Wait, what was that again? Oke, I’ll tell her. He also says he has no doubts that Princeton will pick you for your college year.
Z smiled and started to blush.

Z: You know, I think Derrick likes you.

Sky: How can you tell?
Z: Because he just told me.

They both smiled at each other. At Bridge’s residence, Sam is inside the livingroom and is watching T.V. Bridge is walking around the room. Sam noticed Bridge’s walks and it started to annoy him.
Sam: Would you stop that? I’m getting dizzy.
Bridge: Sorry. Sam, have you had any trouble with a girl before?

Sam: You’re asking me? After what happened today, you should better ask Mora.

Bridge: Mora? Wait a second. Please don’t tell me you had a fight with her again.

Sam: She’s so stubborn.

Bridge: You both are stubborn. You can’t have a fight with her. She’s your project partner.

Sam: Was my project partner. She quite.

Bridge: What? But that means you won’t graduate this year.

Sam: Like I didn’t know that.

Bridge: You need to talk to her.

Sam: Forget it. She won’t listen.

Bridge: You have to try. Talking is the only solution. It’s the answer on this problem. The both of you always talked with each other when it got tough. Think if Russia and the US didn’t talk, there would still be a wall standing through whole Germany. And if Europe and the US never talked, the 2nd world war would have never ended. And what if England and the US never talked, we never had Independence Day. And what about if Bert and Ernie from Sesamestreet never talked, there would have never been Sesamestreet. And what if… 
Sam: Oke, oke, I’ll talk to her tomorrow. Just stop it oke.

Bridge: Good.

Sam: Now, what about you?

Bridge: Me?

Sam: Yeah, I saw how nervous you were a few minutes ago. Something is bothering you.

Bridge: Can you keep a secret?

Sam: Sure.

Bridge: I think I have a crush on Kat.

Sam: Kat? Kat Manx? Our Kat?

Bridge nodded and Sam started to laugh.

Bridge: What’s so funny?

Sam: Awh, man. Finally you admit it. Bridge Carson has spread out the love.

Bridge: What are you talking about? You knew this?

Sam: Ofcourse. We kinda got that idea. You always acted weird when she was around. Not that you’re never weird, but I meant weird than usual.

Bridge: Excuse me, we? Who is we? Who else knows it?

Sam: Me and Mora. I’m not sure about the others, but I have no doubts that they do have any suspicious about it.
Bridge: What I have to do now?

Sam: Tell her.

Bridge: I can’t tell her. 

Sam: You want me to do it for you?

Bridge: Don’t even think about it.

Sam: Hey, just trying to help here.

Bridge: I can do this on my own.

Bridge grabbed his jacket and starts to walk away.

Sam: Hey, where are you going?

Bridge: I need to clear my head and get all the Kats out of my mind.

Bridge left in a hurry.

Sam: Man, I’m glad that I’m not in love.

Sam smiled and continued watching T.V. Meanwhile, Sky walked Z home and they stood in the garden.

Z: Thanks for walking me home.

Sky: Can’t let you walk here on your own. Who knows what will happen on the streets at this point of time.
Z: You know, this is kinda weird.

Sky: What is weird?

Z: Us. I mean this morning we refused to be project partners and rather avoid each other and now we’re standing here talking to each other.

Sky: I know. It does sound kinda weird. But I think we should do it again.

Z: Yeah, I think we should.

Sky: So, I think finishing that project won’t be a problem at all.

Z: I guess not. I…I had a great time.

Sky: Me too. Just don’t tell your brother, we both know how he thinks about me. 

Z: You shouldn’t care what other people think about you. I think my brother’s wrong about you.
Sky: Thanks Z.

Z: I think I should go inside now.

Sky: Right. I’ll see you at school tomorrow. 

Z: Oke.

Sky: Goodnight.

Z smiled and walked to Sky. She gave him a kiss on his cheek.

Z: Goodnight Sky.

She walked to her house and before she enters the house, she turned around and smiled at him. Sky smiled back and watched as Z disappeared inside. Sky looked very happy and went home. He didn’t notice that someone else has seen everything. Jack was standing on the porch and appeared from his hiding place. He saw Sky leaving and anger is growing inside of him. He’s going to make for sure that Sky will stay away from his sister for good.

End Chapter 4…

