Chapter 9: ALL the things I said running through my head
That afternoon in the cafeteria, Bridge is drinking his milkshake. He looked depressed. Sky walked by and saw his best friend looking sad. He took a seat next to him.
Sky: Hey.

Bridge: Hey.

Sky: You still got any room in the world of sadness?

Bridge: Join the club.

Sky: Mind to tell me what’s bothering you so much?

Bridge: Nothing.

Sky: Uh-huh. That’s why you’re sitting here with 3 empty milkshake glasses. 

Bridge: Oke, there is something bothering me. But you can’t tell anyone.
Sky: Does it involve a girl, who’s in our class, who we’ve known for years, is one of the smartest girls at New Tech High and her name starts with a K?
Bridge: Oke, who at New Tech High actually doesn’t know about my long-time crush on Kat?

Sky: Uhm…Kat herself. 

Bridge: You mean everyone knows?
Sky: Well, it’s kinda obvious. The way you’re acting weird when she’s around or the way you look at her. 

Bridge: Why didn’t you guys say something?

Sky: We wanted to hear it from your own mouth. Well, at least before we’re going to college.  

Bridge: I totally blew it. During lunch break, I wanted to tell her, but I didn’t have the courage. Sam is right, I’m a chicken.
Sky: Hey, you are not a chicken. It’s oke to be scared to express your feelings towards someone you really like. It’s not always the easiest thing in the world.

Bridge: Then how come it went easy for you and Syd?
Sky: Sometimes, you get lucky in love. Sometimes you don’t.

Bridge: Oke, is being with Syd in this case lucky for you or not?

Sky: Oh, don’t get me wrong, Syd is great. She’s funny, beautiful, great to hang out with…
Bridge: But?

Sky: But what?

Bridge: I feel a but is coming up. 

Sky: There’s no but.

Bridge: Oh come on Sky. Bring it up. This is the Sadness club, so talk to me. 
Sky: Have you ever felt like you wanted to be close with someone…but you just can’t?

Bridge: Oh wow, are you talking about…? Oh wow. I really don’t know what to say. I think you really should take your time and think about this before you consider doing it. Look, I’m sure if you give Syd some time, I mean maybe she’s not ready to…you know. 

Sky: Bridge, I wasn’t talking about Syd.

Bridge’s eyes grew large when he heard Sky’s respond. Could Sky have been fallen for someone else the past years? Someone else than the popular Syd Drew? Meanwhile, Kat is sitting in the library all by herself. She’s trying to concentrate on her schoolwork, but after what happened with Bridge, she couldn’t focus. At that moment, Z joins her.
Z: Men!

Kat: Having a bad day?

Z: I just ran up to Sky. His excuse to blow me off at The Lair yesterday was that he forgot our appointment.

Kat: Maybe he did forget.

Z: Well, I don’t believe it. I think he went to hang out with his friends. 

Kat: Maybe he had another reason.
Z: Like what? He even admitted that he forgot our appointment. I can’t believe that I felt for the seducing tricks of Sky Tate. Jack was right about him.
Kat: I’m sure Sky didn’t mean to blow you off.

Z: Yeah, sure. Can we please forget the subject Sky Tate for a minute and talk about other things?  For example, Bridge Carson. 

Kat: Well, Bridge and I finished our project. All we need to do is to type our report.

Z: Kat, I wasn’t exactly talking about your project. I was talking about the 2 of you.

Kat: I don’t know. Maybe you’re wrong about it.

Z: Wrong about what?

Kat: That Bridge has feelings for me.

Z: Why? Did he say no?

Kat: When I ask what was bothering him lately, he ran away.

Z: I think Bridge has some trouble with telling the way he feels about you.

Kat: You think?

Z: Kat, there are so many guys out there who are scared to express their feelings towards a woman.

Kat: Great. So, what I do now? Everytime I want to bring it up, he runs away.

Z: Just give him some time. He’s probably nervous and he wants everything to go alright without throwing away years of friendship. If you just wait patiently, he’ll eventually come to you.

Kat: I guess you’re right. Thanks Z.
At that moment, Mora joins the 2 girls.

Mora: Are we celebrating here something?

Kat: Not really.

Mora: Oh, so I assume you told her the truth.

Z: About what?

Mora: About what Jack did to Sky.

Kat: Mora!

Mora: Oh, I’m sorry. I didn’t know it was suppose to be a secret for her.

Z: What secret? What is going on?

Kat: Z…there’s something you need to know.

Z listens as Kat told her the truth about what happened to Sky that night and that her brother Jack was involved in this. In the gym, Sam is playing basketball by himself. Syd is practicing with the cheerleaders. They took a break. Syd took a seat next to Sam on the bench. 
Syd: Hey.

Sam: Hey, looking good out there.

Syd: Thanks, but I think we still need to add more stunts on our dance. 

Sam: You guys are already the best cheerleaders of the state.

Syd: Thanks, but still gotta keep practicing. So, what’s up?

Sam: Nothing. Why?

Syd: Well, you’re here all alone. And it looks like something is bothering you.

Sam: There’s nothing going on.

Syd: Yeah sure. What is it this time? Your mom, your schoolwork, Mora.

Sam: Why does everyone think something is wrong between me and Mora?
Syd: Aha, I think we found the problem here Houston. So, what’s going on?

Sam: Nothing, Mora is just being stubborn.

Syd: Sam, that is not something new. We hear you say that almost everyday.

Sam: It’s just…when I’m trying to be nice at her, she blows me away. 

Syd: Uh-huh, why the sudden change of heart? I mean I thought you hated her.

Sam: Why do you and Bridge think that? I do not hate Mora. We argue a lot, but that doesn’t mean that I hate her.

Syd: Then why is it bothering you?

Sam: I’m just trying to be nice. Is there something wrong with that?

Syd: No, but I thought no one could break down the Berlin Wall between the 2 of you.

Sam: I’m just trying to light up the situation between us. Is that bad?

Syd’s eyes grew large when she discovers something.

Syd: Oh my gosh.

Sam: What?

Syd: I think you are starting to like her.
Sam: What?!

Syd: This is so cute.

Sam: Don’t you get me start at this as well.

Syd: I think you both will look so cute together.

Sam: Mora and I are not a couple, we don’t love each other. Do I have to scream it of the roofs or something?

Syd: Oke, tell me this. Would you be oke if Mora’s seeing another guy?

Sam started to laugh.

Syd: What’s so funny?

Sam: Oke, we’re talking about Mora here. She probably scared all the guys of New Tech High. I mean, who wants to date her?

Syd: I don’t see why that is impossible.

Sam: Syd, I’ve known Mora for years. Trust me, she has no interest in any guy at New Tech High.

Syd: Oke, maybe you’re right. But what if she goes to college? 

Sam: What about it?

Syd: Sam, Mora is not the little 7 year old girl, who hit you for burning her hair. She’s a woman now. At college she probably will meet someone who respects her, cares about her and most important tells her about his feelings for her.

Sam: Come on, this is Mora we’re talking about.

Syd: No, you’re talking about the Mora we know now. I’m talking about the Mora who will go to college next year. Be honest, can you bear to see her with another guy than yourself?  
Sam didn’t know what to say. Maybe Syd was right. What if Mora replaces Sam with someone else? Jack is standing at his locker, talking and laughing with his friends. At that moment, Z joins them. She didn’t look too happy.

Jack: Hey sis, ready to go?

Z: Where were you after school yesterday?

Jack’s friends suddenly left. They didn’t want to be a part of the quarrel that was going to start between the 2 siblings. 

Jack: Can we discuss this subject later?

Z: Why Jack? It seems like a very simple question to me.

Jack: I was with the guys. Happy?

Z: So, the rumor about you having Sky beaten up, stripped of his clothes and left him on the streets is a lie?

Jack: Who told you?

Z: So, it’s true?

Jack: Z, it was just a joke.

Z: Jack, you have left him with no clothes on the streets.

Jack: That’s not true. He still had his boxers on.
Z: That’s not funny Jack. It was cold outside. He could have died out there.

Jack: It’s his own fault. I warned him.

Z: Warned him for what?

Jack: Warned him that he had to stay away from you.

Z: What are you saying?

Jack: I saw the 2 of you that night. Z, I could see that he was palming you in. He’s using you to get back at me, can’t you see that?

Z: What were you thinking? The world doesn’t only turn around you Jack.

Jack: Look, I was just worried about you. You don’t know Sky Tate at all.
Z: You’re right, I don’t. But I guess I don’t know you either at all.

Z left with a disappointed face.

Jack: Z, wait.

Z didn’t want to listen to her brother. She knows the truth and feels upset and guilty at the same time.

End Chapter 9…

