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How To Change the World

A WebQuest for World Geography

Designed by

Miss Stephens

Freeport High School

Introduction

The United Nations need your help!!!!!

Teams of geographers from around the globe have been called upon to respond to the current issues in member nations and their regions. 

The Task

In a team of one or two you are to research, analyze, and develop a team solution to 1 current issue. You will create a display board that creatively shows what you discovered and how you would approach the problem. Your team must also create an outline, a handout to be displayed with the board, and a paper for UN members to help them understand the issue and your practical and reasonable solution. Members of the United Nations will select the “Best” presentation of the facts and conclusions.

The Process

1. Select a partner (if you want) and a topic. Choose 1 from the following chapters: 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 23, 26, 29, or 32. (Each chapter has 2 possibilities for a total of 18 choices.)

2. Create an outline for the project

3. Research the problem

4. Research impacted area(s)

5. Analyze the culture of the region

6. Analyze the physical geographic limitations/benefits of the region

7. Research expert solutions

8. Develop your team’s reasonable and practical solution to the issue

9. Develop outline

10. Design/layout/prepare your display board. Categories required on board: physical geography, cultural geography, expert suggested solutions, and team’s solution.

11. Type a 1000-word paper. Each member will type 500-word researched paper (not essay). One paper will be the physical and cultural geography of the impacted region, and the second paper will be explaining the problem and the team solution. Teams of 1 will type both parts. You MUST have a source page—no PLAGARISM—minimum of 5 sources per member.

12. Develop a handout feature to your presentation and NOT the paper. You will want something so that people can easy understand your topic, usually 1 page. It should include a balance of text and graphs/photos. The team will also create a minimum of one (1) ‘extra’ item for display. This may be a flag, artifact, fabric style, etc. of the region in the project. These will be part of your display.

13. Set up your display on Social Science Fair day:  FRIDAY, MARCH 13
Evaluation

Teams and individual students will be evaluated using the following rubrics:

Lab Day Activities

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Instructions
	Not following instructions/not working. 
	Working, but needing reinforcement. 
	Working, but occasionally needed re-instruction
	Following instructions & working independently
	

	Progress
	No tasks completed
	Completed few tasks
	Completed good amount of tasks 
	Completed reasonable amount of tasks &/or finished
	

	
	
	
	
	
	FS:


Outline 

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Layout
	Major issues
	Missing some categories & too vague
	Contains all categories; missing details
	Contains all categories & details
	

	Grammar
	Major issues
	Only 7-10 mistakes
	Only 3-5 mistakes per team member
	No more than 1-2 grammar issues per team member
	

	Spelling
	Major issues
	Only 7-10 mistakes
	Only 3-5 mistakes per team member
	No more than 1-2 misspells per team member
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Display Board

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Readability
	Too small of print; weak color
	Some of text too difficult to read
	Readable, but crooked
	Easy to read from distance and straight
	

	Information
	Missing 3 categories
	Missing 2 categories
	Missing 1 category
	Contains all categories: physical geo, cultural geo, problem, expert suggested solutions, team’s solution
	

	Creativity
	Just black/white board 
	A few pictures and some color
	Pictures and color
	Above and beyond just text & photos
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Team Paper

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Word Count
	Only 1 turned in
	Both below 500 words
	1 member’s less than 500
	Minimum of 500 each met.
	

	Grammar
	Major issues
	Only 7-10 mistakes
	Only 3-5 mistakes per team member
	No more than 1-2 grammar issues per team member
	

	Spelling
	Major issues
	Only 7-10 mistakes
	Only 3-5 mistakes per team member
	No more than 1-2 misspells per team member
	

	Citations
	Total of 1-3 sources
	Total of 4-6 sources
	Total of 7-9 sources
	Total of 10 sources (5 per paper)
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Presentation

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Materials
	Missing the board
	Missing the required handout
	Missing the ‘extras’
	All components (board, handout, & extras) at station
	

	Handout
	Simply text
	Difficult to read
	Need balance btwn text & visuals
	Creative & visually pleasing
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Reflection Essay

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Word Count
	Only 1 turned in
	Both below 250 words
	1 member’s less than 250
	Minimum of 250 each met.
	

	Grammar
	Major issues
	Only 7-10 mistakes
	Only 3-5 mistakes per team member
	No more than 1-2 grammar issues per team member
	

	Spelling
	Major issues
	Only 7-10 mistakes
	Only 3-5 mistakes per team member
	No more than 1-2 misspells per team member
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Conclusion/Reflection

These are issues that we face each day and decisions that you will have to make in the future. Was this an easy task? How willing will the people of the region be willing to change? Did you discover than the complexity of problems cannot be isolated? Think about how neighboring countries/regions will react to the solutions. 

Credits & References

The WebQuest Page. http://webquest.sdsu.edu/templates/lesson-template1.htm
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Team Members:

Lab Day Activities



Date:

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Instructions
	Not following instructions/not working. 
	Working, but needing reinforcement. 
	Working, but occasionally needed re-instruction
	Following instructions & working independently
	

	Progress
	No tasks completed
	Completed few tasks
	Completed good amount of tasks 
	Completed reasonable amount of tasks &/or finished
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Lab Day Activities



Date:

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Instructions
	Not following instructions/not working. 
	Working, but needing reinforcement. 
	Working, but occasionally needed re-instruction
	Following instructions & working independently
	

	Progress
	No tasks completed
	Completed few tasks
	Completed good amount of tasks 
	Completed reasonable amount of tasks &/or finished
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Lab Day Activities



Date:

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Instructions
	Not following instructions/not working. 
	Working, but needing reinforcement. 
	Working, but occasionally needed re-instruction
	Following instructions & working independently
	

	Progress
	No tasks completed
	Completed few tasks
	Completed good amount of tasks 
	Completed reasonable amount of tasks &/or finished
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Display Board




Date:

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Readability
	Too small of print; weak color
	Some of text too difficult to read
	Readable, but crooked
	Easy to read from distance and straight
	

	Information
	Missing 3 categories
	Missing 2 categories
	Missing 1 category
	Contains all categories: physical geo, cultural geo, problem, expert suggested solutions, team’s solution
	

	Creativity
	Just black/white board 
	A few pictures and some color
	Pictures and color
	Above and beyond just text & photos
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Team Paper




Date:

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Word Count
	Only 1 turned in
	Both below 500 words
	1 member’s less than 500
	Minimum of 500 each met.
	

	Grammar
	Major issues
	Only 7-10 mistakes
	Only 3-5 mistakes per team member
	No more than 1-2 grammar issues per team member
	

	Spelling
	Major issues
	Only 7-10 mistakes
	Only 3-5 mistakes per team member
	No more than 1-2 misspells per team member
	

	Citations
	Total of 1-3 sources
	Total of 4-6 sources
	Total of 7-9 sources
	Total of 10 sources (5 per paper)
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Presentation




Date:

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score

	Team work
	Only 1 member doing work
	Only 1 member making occasional input.
	One member still ‘in charge’, but other member participating.
	Worked as one.
	

	Materials
	Missing the board
	Missing the required interactivity
	Missing ‘extras’
	All components (board, activity, etc.) at station
	

	Interactivity
	Simple handout
	Already done hands-on
	Simplistic hands-on
	Creative hands-on
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