Volleyball team gets gamebreaker

Rookie striker looks to add depth to the Warriors next season

Steve Utz - Special to Imprint
Warriors volleyball head coach Jason Grieve didn't attend the Fanshawe College High School Volleyball Tournament last winter with the intent of watching Diana Robbins play — she just happened to outperform every other athlete at the competition. 

"I was actually there to recruit a player that she was competing against," he confessed.

First impressions aside, however, Grieve soon became convinced the 5'10" left-side striker from London would be a perfect fit for the up-and-coming Warriors team. As the star of the OFSAA bronze-medal squad from Saunders Secondary and a member of the revered Forest City Volleyball Club, Robbins had earned a reputation as a gamebreaker.

"Diana has always been super-consistent and dependable in key times for us. If we needed to score a point, we knew that we could count on her," observed her high school coaches Jan Marcus and Julie Smyrnios.
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But it was not talent alone that endeared the intriguing young striker to Grieve's vision.

"Diana's strength of character and work ethic are two of her best qualities. She is also a great team player with a mental toughness about her," said Grieve.

"I know how passionate Diana is about volleyball and how excited she is to commit herself to Waterloo," enthused her former teammate and third-year Warriors middle blocker Susan Murray. 

"She is going to fit in really well with the team."

This belief is echoed by much of the Warriors bench and brass who expect that this synchronicity will translate to success on the court especially — and sooner rather than later.

"Last year we lacked the mental toughness to finish off a number of tough matches," said Grieve, who stated that Robbins has the potential to contribute to the team's success immediately, largely because of her intense mental drive. 

In addition, he dismissed her rookie status and the presence of established quality outside strikers (Lesniak, Lemieux and Schroeder) on the Warriors roster as something that would dissuade the incoming kinesiology major from competing hard for one of the three starting positions.

In actual fact, the increase in depth and therefore competition is all part of the grand design as conceived by Grieve as an athletic architect. As he explained, "most quality CIS programs carry six to eight outside hitters on their roster. The recent recruiting of Robbins and Josipovic and the return of Hilary Lemieux brings us up to five, and we have plans to add one more for 2006."

All of this good news comes as the UW program moves from the brink of mediocrity — highlighted by four consecutive playoff misses — to becoming a school which aspiring players would like to attend. Like a talented player with a Rubik's cube, one gets the feeling that Grieve, as the lynchpin of the process, is building toward something formidable.

In his own words, Grieve expects the recent additions will be enough to earn the three or more extra wins in the 2005-06 season that it will take to vault the team into the OUA postseason. "Our team has steadily improved in the last two years and our record shows that. This year, we expect to be one of the teams competing for the OUA championships."
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Diana Robbins, of London, was recruited for the Warriors women’s 2005-06 season’s volleyball team.











