Latta joins Warriors on the links

Ontario Junior Golf Tour sensation to play for UW men's golf

Steve Utz - Special to Imprint
There is a well-known axiom which suggests that the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. For the UW varsity men's golf team, winners of two OUA silvers and one OUA gold over the past three years, this trend may have proven beneficial.

On July 6, UW's athletics department confirmed that they had secured the talents of Ontario Junior Golf Tour sensation Jimmy Latta, a homegrown talent from St. Clement's and graduate of Bluevale Collegiate Institute in Waterloo.

A double MVP at Bluevale for golf and hockey, the modest Latta was the subject of a three-year recruitment process aided by former UW golf coach Doug Painter.

"Doug was able to watch Jimmy grow as a golfer and individual as a fellow member at Elmira," relayed Warriors golf head coach Dave Hollinger. "It is obvious that Jimmy is passionate about golf and has a fine temperament for a game that is so challenging mentally."

For his part, Latta was simply flattered to have been pursued so aggressively.

"It's awesome to be recruited by such a great team," he enthused. "UW has an outstanding reputation as one of the best universities in the country and it has one of the best golf programs."

However, the talent of the existing team was not one lost on Latta who conceded that his first goal for the upcoming season is "to make the team as one of the starting five members."

Coming off a fifth-place finish at the nationals, and now knowing that their captain and the 2005 UW male athlete of the year Justin Fluit will be returning to their camp, this line-up boasts no holes.

However, Latta has already been praised for having the type of attitude that complements the Warriors roster. Coach Hollinger describes, "The team player concept has been the foundation of the UW golf program since 1969. Jimmy is open to suggestions and is the type of team player that we seek."

Which is to say nothing about his burgeoning technical ability.

"Jimmy has a very simple but effective golf swing," stated Hollinger. "And we demand that every Warrior golfer excel from within 100 yards of the pin."

This simplicity of task is to be expected of a player who seeks to emulate PGA star Ernie Els. Accordingly, says Latta, "I think that my driving and my wedges are the best part of my game."

Already a proven commodity in these regards, the Warriors expect that he will become even more so over his varsity career. Applauds Hollinger by way of a final vote of confidence, "He is driven to succeed. His work ethic is great."
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