Everything’s sliding into place for Waterloo
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Curling, like so many other sports, is a game that places a high priority on what are often called the ‘little things.’ To achieve success on a regular basis at the varsity level, it is necessary not only to have great talent, but also to work as a team and to execute the fundamentals. So when the Waterloo Varsity Men’s and Women’s teams travelled to London this past Saturday to compete in an invitational aggregate-points bonspiel at the University of Western Ontario, Coach Scott Allen was more concerned with whether or not this year’s teams would gel than with how they would finish.

As it turned out, he needn’t have worried that much. The men’s team scored early and often in their first game, bolstered greatly by the excellent play of their skip, Chris Schell. Waterloo led 4-0 after five ends, taking advantage of their opponent’s mistakes, and held on for a 6-5 victory.
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In their second game, vice-skip Steve Hertz, whose greatest strength is his calm demeanor, shook off his first game struggles and made his first six shots superbly helping Waterloo to an early 5-0 lead. Waterloo led 6-3 in the sixth when Schell uncharacteristically made a heavy guard attempt, allowing his opponent to execute a triple-takeout and score two. After this, the team never seemed to right itself and three misses by Waterloo in the eighth end gave the Western men’s ‘B’ team a come-from-behind 8-7 triumph.

In their third game, Waterloo once again started hot, getting solid play from lead David Cerantola and second Jeffrey Dungen. However, their early three point lead didn’t last as Western men’s ‘A’ team dominated ends three through six, scoring a single point in each. Waterloo countered with a deuce in the seventh, and when Steve Hertz made a perfect draw around cover in the eighth, it appeared as though Waterloo would come out on top; however, Western’s last rock found its way off three stones to tie the game. Overall, their record of one win, one loss and one tie gave Waterloo 57 points and a second place finish in the tournament. 

Meanwhile, the Waterloo women, having only one returning member from last year’s OUA Championship team, is undergoing a rebuilding year. During last Saturday’s bonspiel, the team began to take strides toward moulding their talent into formidable team play. In their first game, the ladies, with the exception of Andrea Bartlett, struggled, falling behind 6-2. However, the team didn’t quit, and Mercer made four superb shots in the late ends to cut the lead to a 6-5 margin. In their second game, the team fell behind as before, but this time, they rallied from a four point deficit to finish the game with the scored tied at six.

The team showed exceptional poise during this match; lead Tara Middlemiss and second Valerie Sloan were nothing short of spectacular in the second half of the game. In their third and final game, Waterloo and Western Women’s Team ‘A’ traded the lead four times, eventually tying at five. Even though they didn’t win, the team should be greatly encouraged by the manner in which they played their last two games.

Specifically, strategy employed by skip Jenn Mercer was markedly more veteran, and the front end of Valerie Sloan and Andrea Bartlett dramatically reduced the number of sweeping errors. Vice-skip Jerianne Montgomery’s line calling, and her ability to look for “Plan B” when the skip rocks took too much curl twice saved the team from certain doom. In the end, the Women’s team finished fifth with a total 52 points and a great deal more confidence than they had going in. The men and women are now off until January 20, when the OUA season begins.
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John Tuer and Steve Hertz get set to ‘Hurry, hard!’ - photo by Steve Utz








