Curling team wins some, loses some
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Perhaps this year’s Men’s Varsity skip Chris Schell described this past weekend’s trip to the West-Sectionals best with the well-known sports cliché, “You win some, you lose some.” For it was certainly a wild roller coaster ride of a weekend for the Waterloo Men’s varsity curling team.

Their first game was a close one that saw Waterloo and the heavily favoured Windsor teams trade unbelievable shots until the tenth end when Schell found himself trailing 8-7 and facing three Lancers stones, including one fully in the four foot. Needing a piece of the button to send the game to an extra end, the reliable skip made a cold draw to the pin. But in the end, Windsor survived this scare with a 9-8 win by virtue of a single point in the extra frame. 

The boys then found themselves facing Lakehead University. The hard-throwing team from Thunder Bay blasted their way to an early 6-1 lead over the Warriors and clung to their five point margin, winning by a final score of 9-4.

In their third game, the Warriors faced a team from Western, which they had tied only a month earlier. Perhaps angered by their slow start, the Warriors showed no mercy with their charges that hammered out a string of three consecutive steals for eight points, finishing after just five ends on the happy side of a 9-1 scoreline.

The squad roused Sunday morning only to be routed by the Brock Badgers in the most unusual of manners. The boys curled pretty well, but as Schell later confirmed, they failed to take advantage of opportunities to score points and reverse the momentum. The team called it quits after five ends.

The weekend concluded with another nail-biting match, this time against Wilfrid Laurier. The Warriors came out firing, stealing one in the first and forcing the opposing skip to draw against three in the second. A marvelous split by Steve Hertz in the third set up a deuce and from there on Waterloo was generally in control of play; the front end of Dave Cerantola and Jeff Dungen were superb, representing the difference in the late ends. Skip Chris Schell wrapped up the victory with yet another cold draw to the button with his final stone of the extra end. 

The Warriors will take their record of two wins and three losses with them today and tomorrow to the Avonlea Curling Club in Toronto in hopes of winning four more in the fight for a OUA Championships berth.

This year’s Women’s Varsity curling team is a wonderfully capable crew of fundamentally solid curlers. Each of Valerie Sloan, Tara Middlemiss, Andrea Bartlett, Jerianne Montgomery and Jen Mercer have made superb curling shots despite the discouraging result this past weekend at the West-Sectionals in St. Catharines.

Despite their best efforts, the Waterloo Women trailed from the start in their bout versus Windsor. The Lancers had the Warriors chasing after their well placed stones all game long and it was only a matter of time before they cracked the game wide open. Steals of two points by Windsor in both the seventh and eighth ends, followed by another in the ninth sealed Waterloo’s fate. The final score was an unfavourable 10-5. 

The Warriors next drew Lakehead, and as before, fell behind, but caught a huge break in the third end when the opposition accidentally ended up taking out their own rock, and skip Jen Mercer drew to the four foot with her last stone to tie the game. This seemed to breathe new life into the Warriors, who traded points until the crucial ninth end, when a magnificent draw by Andrea Bartlett forced Lakehead to play down an unpredictable stretch of ice. Three misses later, Waterloo had a steal of three for 10-7 lead, which proved to be the final score.

Having gained some momentum, Waterloo began their third game by scoring three straight points against the University of Western Ontario Mustangs. Yet much to the dismay of our fans, the Mustangs replied with eleven straight points and won in seven ends. 

Putting the past behind them, the Warriors began Sunday morning in the unenviable position of playing Brock on their home ice, and their opposition’s familiarity with the pebbled playing surface proved paramount. The Badgers were successful in luring the Warriors away from the finesse game, and missed takeouts by Waterloo made the difference in Brock’s 9-6 triumph.

In their final game, the team was at its finest, opening their game against Laurier with their four best called, executed, and entertaining ends of this year’s campaign. The Warriors led 4-2 and coach Scott Allen could scarcely conceal his delight that the Golden Hawks were seemingly at our mercy. Unfortunately, and it seemed harmless enough when it happened, the Laurier second slipped her first stone of the fifth end behind cover and Waterloo hit the panic button, once again reverting to the hitting game. Laurier put up three points, and followed with four more in the seventh.

Trailing 9-5, skip Jen Mercer craftily carved a chance to return the four-ender with her final stone of the eighth, but she was much too heavy, garnering only an inconsequential two points. Waterloo succumbed to their cross-town rivals 11-7. 

This final crushing blow left Waterloo with a record of one win against four losses through the round-robin; thus, the team will be in search of at least three more wins when they resume match play today and tomorrow at the Avonlea Curling Club in Toronto.
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Men 

Windsor 5 0 

WLU 3 2 

Lakehead 3 2 

UW 2 3 
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Brock 1 4 

Women

UWO 4 1 

WLU 4 1 

Windsor 3 2 

Brock 2 3 

UW 1 4 

Lakehead 1 4 

