Draft Scenarios and Rules for Decision

1. Take Ovechkin and Malkin (ranked #1 and #3) with the first two draft picks.

Action: I took Ovechkin and Malkin first and second overall, replacing Andy Delmore (27 yrs old, 4 NHL points) and Brad Isbister (27 yrs old, 16 NHL points).

2. If one of Ryder, Bergeron, Ladd or Tukonen is available with the seventh selection, take this player in the order described above.

Action: Ryder and Bergeron were taken 3rd and 4th overall. Both Ladd and Tukonen were available at 7th. I selected Andrew Ladd (WHL) at this position.

3. If Picard slips to the twelfth selection, add him before one of Carter, Getzlaf or Stewart.

Action: Carter was taken at 9th, Stewart at 10th and Getzlaf at 11th. However, this meant that Lauri Tukonen was still available at 12th. Seeing as how I would have been happy to have had a chance at him with my seventh selection, I elected to take him at 12th.

4. If all the players from point number two (above) are selected, draft Jeff Carter.

Action: I had my choice of Ladd, Tukonen, Carter, Getzlaf or Stewart at that point.

5. If Picard is unavailable at 12th, draft Ryan Getzlaf. Consider replacing Kiel McLeod with the best available player.

Action: Picard was available but I had Tukonen ranked higher. Getzlaf had been taken at that point. I ended up replacing Kiel McLeod with Mike Fisher when he was dropped by Team #9.

6. If Getzlaf, Malone and Stewart are all taken before 12th, select either Fehr or Schremp. Emphasis on the latter.

Action: Each of Getzlaf (11th), Malone (5th) and Stewart (12th) were taken but Tukonen was also ranked ahead of Fehr and Schremp.

7. Unless an outrageously good player or prospect becomes available, do not waste a waiver draft selection.
8. Protect the Big 17 plus Grigorenko, Koivu and O’Sullivan. These are the prospects with the most scoring potential.

9. Do not even think of protecting Richards, Higgins, Shishkanov or Dimitrakos for as long as long as one of: Mara, Surovy, Kolnik, Goc or Sjostrom are on the market. At 25, Niko (Dimitrakos) is rather expendable.

Action: The waiver draft is always the toughest to prepare for. I elected to select no one from any other teams, but had Michael Richards selected from me. In the end I decided that it was too risky to try to take someone else and expose more players from my team. I replaced Michael Richards with Konstantin Koltsov (23 yrs old, Pittsburgh Penguins), a guy who has shown a lot of speed but not a lot of scoring.
