Lecture Notes: What is Culture?
Welcome to “Understanding World Cultures! In this class we will be learning about various cultures of the world, starting with pre-history and then moving forward to roughly 1000AD or so. Of course, before we begin to think about these cultures, we need to ask this question: what is culture, anyway? 
One answer is that culture is the way we live our lives, especially the parts that are not mandated by our physical nature. For example, all humans must eat, they must breathe, they must go to the bathroom, and so on. These things are required by our physical makeup. However, what, when, and how we eat, when and where we use the bathroom, and many other things are not specified by nature. Instead, we learn these things from our parents, our friends, our co-workers, our society. This is our culture. Our culture has a tremendous impact on our lives—in fact, some people would say that it makes up our lives! After all, culture heavily influences who we will marry, how we raise and teach our children, when and where we work, when and where we worship, and many other things.
So far this may seem a little obvious. Let’s think about this a little more to see exactly how this works. Click HERE to see a short slide presentation. Just click the small right-pointing arrow at the bottom center of the screen to move from slide to slide. If the presentation is a little small, you can resize the browser window to be larger.
Note how the artists' views of angels change over time, emphazing different attributes (power, kindness, justice) and symbols (scales, swords, guns) at different times and for different audiences. 
As our book states, “Culture is the human-created part of the environment, the “way of life” of a distinct group of humans interacting with each other.” It is learned, not in-born. It can be expressed in any of the following ways:
· physically (in the arts, architecture, food, artifacts, etc.) 
· mentally (philosophy)
· emotionally
· socially (politics, social organization)
· And in ways that cut across boundaries (religion, humor, politics, military, family) 
