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Henri Matisse


Henri Matisse, born Henri-Émile-Benoît Matisse, was a French artist noted for his use of color and his fluid, brilliant and original draughtsmanship. As a draughtsman, printmaker, and sculptor, but principally as a painter, Matisse is one of the best-known artists of the twentieth century. On December 31, 1969, in the town of Le Cateau-Cambresis, France, Henri Matisse was born. He studied law in Paris during his teenage and early adult years, but eventually abandoned his study of Law in order to immerse himself into the arts, which disappointed his father. Known as one of the leaders of the fauvist movement, Matisse is regarded as an amazing colorist. One of the speculations of his amazing color use would be that during his early school years deviation of color to daily arts and crafts at school would be a punishable offense. Being rebellious against this would be one reason why he became such an astounding colorist.


In 1901 Matisse showed his artworks at the Salon des Indépendants in Paris and one of his colleagues in the later Fauve movement, Maurice de Vlaminck. His first gallery took place at the Galerie Vollard in 1904. Matisse was open to a range of influences. At the 1905 Salon d'Automne, several artists showed paintings with wild, often dissonant colors to express emotions, without consideration for the subject's natural colors. Matisse showed Open Window and Woman with the Hat at the Salon. The artists were soon called Fauves, which means Wild Beasts, and Fauvism was born. Matisse was recognized as one of its leaders, along with André Derain, and other members would include Georges Braque, Raoul Dufy, Maurice Vlaminck.
He was one of the first artists to take an interest in a more “primitive” art style, being soon followed by Pablo Picasso. During his time in Paris, Matisse met Pablo Picasso, who, like Matisse, used colors to express a language in their art. However, unlike Picasso, who used more of his imagination to develop his style, Matisse used nature and organic beings. After this time his friends organized and financed the Académie Matisse in Paris, a private and non-commercial school in which Matisse instructed young artists. It operated from 1911 until 1917.

Years after developing the Matisse Academy, Matisse abandoned the style of the Impressionists and created his personal style, with its flat, amazing color and fluid line after he left Paris. His art was based primarily on women, interiors, and still life. From the early 1920s until 1939, Matisse divided his time mostly between the south of France and Paris. During this period, he worked on paintings, sculptures, lithographs, and etchings, as well as murals, designs for tapestries, and set and costume designs for Léonide Massine’s ballet Rouge et noir, which would later give Matisse a signature symbol and some of the basis of his works; the ballet dancer. While on the road to recovery from two major operations in 1941 and 1942, Matisse was reduced to using a wheelchair for the rest of his life. He concentrated on a technique he had devised earlier; paper cutouts. Jazz, written and illustrated by Matisse, was published in 1947; the plates are stencil reproductions of paper cutouts.
In 1951 he finished a four-year project of designing the interior, the glass windows and the decorations of the Chapelle du Rosaire in Vence. This project was the result of the close friendship between Matisse and a nun, Sister Jacques-Marie. He had hired her as a nurse and model in 1941 before she became a Dominican Nun and they met again in Vence and started the collaboration, a story related in her 1992 book Henri Matisse: La Chapelle de Vence. Unfortunately, shortly after he finished his project, Matisse died of a heart attack at the age of 84 in 1954. He is interred in the cemetery of the Monastère Notre Dame de Cimiez and a Matisse Museum was opened in the area.

Matisse, the amazing colorist, fauvist, teacher, and one of the most famous artists of the 20th century, immortalized himself in history with his very fantastical colors in his work. His work with colors definitely laid the path for many more 20th century artists for their futures to come.
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