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History

Lecture #1: Part A: The Rise of Democratic Ideas
Democracy: a government controlled by its citizens either directly or through representatives, a government where the people have the power to rule

I Judeo-Christian Tradition: Judaism and Christianity taught individual worth, ethical (moral) standards, and the need to fight injustice

A. Examples

1. Individuals have worth

2. People have dignity that cannot be taken away

3. Rulers had to obey same laws as everybody else

4. People have a responsibility to fight against injustice and opression

5. There is an equality of all persons

6. People should be tolerant of different people

7. Individualism: belief in the importance of the individual, self0reliance and personal independence

8. Challenged the authority of monarchs (i.e. Kings) and religious leaders

II Democratic Developments in England: England developed democratic institutions that limited the power of the monarchy

A. Examples

1. Trial by Jury

2. Development of Common Law- laws reflected customs and principles established over time

3. Magna Carta

a. Guaranteed political rights

b. Respect for individual rights and liberties (freedoms)

c. Monarchs had to govern according to laws

i. Ex- taxes must be agreed on

ii. Due process of law

