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Lecture #1A- Absolutism in Europe: 11/14/03
Throughout the 1500, 1600, and 1700s, many European Monarchs would try to control every aspect of their empire. They wanted to rule without limits.

I Famous Absolute Monarchs


A. Louis XIV of France



1. 5’5”- wore high heels to be taller



2. Named himself “Sun King”- all power radiated from him



3. Liked countryside



4. France, lived 1638-1715


B. Philip II


1. 1527-1798- Spain



2. Most powerful absolute monarch in Europe



3. Hard worker, big thinker



4. Did not trust anyone, but self



5. “His smile and his dagger are very close”


6. Very Catholic


C. Fredrick the Great- Prussia



1. Atheist



2. Had no heirs



3. Whole motto: Main thing in government is to make territory bigger- 



war!



4. Religious tolerance



5. All reforms legal



6. 1712-1786 (lived)


D. Peter the Great- Russia



1. 1672-1725



2. 6’8” (tall!!)



3. Genius, giant, “bear”



4. Temper!!



5. Joker



6. Ripped enemies nostrils out



7. Called “Father of Kingdom” 



8. Killed one of his sons


E. Elizabeth I- England



1. Protestant- formed Anglican Church


2. Henry VIII (dad)( Edward( Mary ( Elizabeth (order of rule)



3. 1533-1603



4. Defeated Spanish Armada



5. Fierce temper



6. Dyed hair red



7. Energetic



8. “Had heart of a king” despite “body of a fragile woman”


F. Charles I- England



1. Pompous


2. Closed Parliament



3. Forced to sign restriction on his rights



4. 1649- treason against country
