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Lecture #1B- Absolutism in Europe: 11/14/03
I The Theory of Absolutism

A. Rulers wanted to be absolute monarchs – kings/queens who believed that all 
power within their states boundaries rested in their hands



1. Control of every aspect of society was important


B. Absolute monarchs believed in divine rights- that God created the monarchy 
and the king/queen was God’s representative on Earth



1. Ruler answer only to God, not his/her subjects

II Rise of the Monarchs

A. Before monarchs were powerful, other groups were in control



1. Nobles



2. The Church


B. Monarchs power grew as a result of:



1. Decline of feudalism



2. Rise of cities



3. Growth of kingdoms



4. Growth of a middle class




a. (supported monarchs because of favorable business atmosphere)


C. Wealth generated from colonies


D. Break down of Church authority


E. History of Crises



1. Constant warfare created a need for large armies that supported the 


monarchs



2. Heavy taxes brought internal rebellion to Monarchs- had to crush by 


giving themselves greater taxes

III Symbols of an Absolute Monarch


A. Lavish Palace


B. Increased court


C. Large government bureaucracies


D. Lack of freedom for the people



1. i.e. religious worship and social gatherings were regulated
