Choices of games and toys to cultivate a child’s intellectual growth.

0 to 18 months old baby
Bright colours will help baby focus and provide stimulation in the crib. The rattle will get his/her attention. The rubber ducky will ease baby's bath time and make it more fun. a music box or tapes and a tape recorder when you want a baby to relax and fall asleep.
As babies get older and more coordinated, they're ready for toys that offer more interaction. A mirror is fun. Cloth blocks will be eagerly gripped and will provide easy exercise. A crib gym builds small muscles. Shape-sorting boxes teach eye-hand skills.

Toddler –3 year old

Toddlers actively explore their world and want to touch, smell, and taste everything. The right toys helps a toddler learn about colour, shape, size, and weight. As they check things out, play will help them develop strong muscles and minds. With blocks they gain small muscle strength and counting skills. It's fun to build up blocks, knock them down, and then rebuild. Toddlers will laugh at their accomplishments.

A toddler enjoys a soft doll or plush animal, a pail, a shovel, push-pull toys, a jack-in-the-box, a bubble pipe, pounding sets, ring stacks, puzzles, books, and tapes. Toddlers love to play with household objects such as plastic dishes, pots, pans, and cups. A small broom will give him a chance to sweep.

Contact with other children is important, so play groups are excellent for socializing. Observe how the child interacts with people and objects. This is the time to build confidence and self-esteem. The way the child feels about himself/herself affects his/her physical, emotional, and mental growth.

Pre-schoolers

Preschoolers have a lot of energy. They are interested in everything. Their vocabulary, self-expression, and imagination are rapidly expanding. They like play that is dramatic, creative, and active. Their love of play makes preschool a fun learning environment. Providing the child with a lot of play value toys such as wooden blocks, construction play sets, games, and puzzles. Toys which have various textures, shapes, sizes, and colours such as outdoor play equipment. For indoors, select a good mix of art supplies, play sets, books, and tapes.

For cultivating creativity clay, finger paints, and crafts are good choice. To help a child learn, supply games and puzzles that involve the sorting of shapes, sizes and weights, plus a good variety of books and tapes. Eye-hand skills improve with ring toss, bean bags, and construction products.

