Literacy in Schools

"Effective literacy is intrinsically purposeful, flexible and dynamic and involves the integration of speaking, listening and critical thinking with reading and writing." (Australian Education Council, 1994). The main objective of the education Ministry of Australia is to achieve real improvements in literacy skills for Australian children which are crucial to the quality of cultural, economic activity and also to build the confidence of an individual by broadening his or her scope to use literacy in all spheres of society. The primary responsibility of facilitating literacy acquisition falls on schools. Schools are allowed to respond more effectively to the strengths and needs of their students and to encourage innovation. This can be achieved through diversity of schools where they are able to develop their own distinctive identity and expertise and diversity within school programmes, methods of teaching and school organisation which will vary to suit students’ needs. Schools must be able to develop their own particular strengths, teaching styles, institutional ethos and activities According to Mason and Sinha (1993) literacy is not viewed merely as decoding but rather the whole act of reading, including comprehension.  Emergent literacy perspective advocates literacy learning by interacting with meaningful texts for genuine purposes including enjoyment. This perspective focuses on all aspects of language such as semantic, syntactic, and graph phonic and not merely on phonics. Literacy learning is an important skill to be acquired because failure to acquire literacy will affect learning across the educational spectrum.

A recent study reported by the Australian Council for Educational Research (1997) found from longitudinal data that low literacy and numeracy achievement have more than twice the chance of being out of work at the age of 19 than those with average to above average achievement. The study also proves that early years of schooling which are the most important for providing children with appropriate educational experiences that foster the development of strong foundational literacy skills and students who did not achieve the appropriate literacy skills during the early years would have difficulty in closing the gap in later years of education. Teachers in schools play a vital role in developing the literacy skills in children, as well as the school environment and organisation which support effective programmes. The Australian Government has invested a large amount of funds under the literacy programmes with plans such as diagnostic, intervention and assessment strategies, and proposed professional development activities for improving literacy skill in school children. It has also set standards for all teachers, including beginning teachers, must have appropriate skills, knowledge and understanding to enable them to improve literacy levels of school students and be well-equipped to meet the responsibility to be versatile in all curriculum areas for the development of literacy skills. 

Different individual has different learning styles, different motivations for learning, and differences in learning contexts all contribute to the complexity of the role of teachers in providing opportunities for all children to learn. There are many characteristic variations in literacy teaching and learning practice that in ways of grouping children for effective teaching in the provision of explicit attention to teaching oral language, the balance of whole language and phonic approaches. According to Hornsby (2000) there are different theories of learning and children are active learners who interact with their environment and engage in complex meaning of realities and the signs and symbols around them. The teachers decision on  their understandings of their students’ strengths and weaknesses to apply these theories accordingly provide insights in  engaging students in particular forms of literacy which will enable them teach effectively and as well as to identify literacy learning difficulties early to prevent future problems. Literacy skills involve interactive and creative approaches such as shared reading, and specific teaching about the phonetic structure of language and the relation between phonemes and letters, in order to raise phonemic awareness in students. According to Sawyer (2000) that creative teaching using improvisations provides deeper understanding and improves creative and social skills among learners. He also said that teaching in a collaborative style involving students and teachers allows to develop new knowledge and insights emerge from exploratory discussions among learners.
Literacy learning is a life long process. Schools and teachers have set targets for enhancing levels of literacy achievement for all children, and to measure, in systematic ways, progress towards achieving these goals. Effective literacy teaching and learning opens the way for the exploration of new ways of enhancing literacy outcomes for all children. In the current development of high level of technology improvements in schools provides links between literacy and technology which will extend and improve literacy education at all levels of schooling.
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