Responsible Thinking Centre – Is it Effective?
Responsible Thinking Process (RTP) or Responsible Thinking Centre(RTC) which is usually refer to in schools is based on Perceptual Control Theory (PCT) which explains how human beings act to control their perceptions in ways that are consistent with their standards and values. It’s a school discipline process which explores the avenues of teaching students who are acting as a disturbance within the school environment, how to search within themselves, reflect on their values, priorities, and standards, decide how they want to be, then learn to think of ways of achieving their goals without violating the rights of another (Ford, 1997).The management of student behaviour is a collaborative effort of staff, parent and student concern.  Its success is based upon the recognition of the dignity and worth of all individuals, creating a positive environment within the school and classroom so that teachers and students can work together in harmony. Responsible Thinking Centre provides a caring school environment where the rights and responsibilities of the individual are recognized and respected. Setting a clear set of consequences for individuals who do not accept their responsibilities and break rules by providing them an avenue to take responsibility to recognize and respect the rights of others allows the individuals to resolve conflicts in a positive, non-violent manner. 

Responsible Thinking Center (RTC) is designed to allow students to think about their behavior and develop strategies to handle the situation in a more appropriate and respectful manner. If a student chooses to disrupt the classroom, he or she will be asked some specific questions that are designed to help the student think about what they are doing and give them the opportunity to correct the behavior. If a student continues to disrupt, he or she has chosen to go to the RTC and follow the process. While in RTC, the student will work with the RTC teacher to develop a plan to resolve the problem. After an acceptable plan is written and a commitment is made to resolve the issue, the student will negotiate with the teacher to get back in the classroom. It is the student's responsibility to meet with the teacher to negotiate. If a student chooses to be disruptive while in RTC, he or she has chosen to go home. At this point, the student will be allowed back in school only after a successful meeting is held with parents and a plan is completed. If there are continued problems with disruptive behavior, an intervention meeting will be called. An intervention meeting may include the student, parents, and the appropriate teaching staff. The primary purpose of this meeting is to discuss the problem and to formulate strategies that will help the student become more successful. The intervention meeting is an attempt to inform parents and provide students with every opportunity to succeed. 

The implementation of RTC in schools was to support children who are experiencing reorganization. The use of the questioning process in RTC teaches them how to look within themselves, think through the consequences of various possible changes in their reorganizing perceptual systems, and decide how they want to be. RTC teaches students that their undesirable actions in school or classroom has it’s consequences and they must take individual responsibilities to amend the wrong doings they have done to hurt or disrupt others from their right to peaceful learning environment. It is designed to teach students to be sensitive to differences between the standards of wherever they are and what they are doing. It is also designed to teach them how to get what they want without violating the rights of others, through plan making. This means learning how to structure their lives so they do not act as disturbances to others when they try to get what they want (Ford, 1997). RTC questioning process gives parents and teachers a powerful teaching tool for children who are willing to change in a highly effective way, how to reflect within themselves and to think in ways that will help them satisfy their own internal goals, while at the same time teaching them to do this in the most effective way possible.
When a teacher poses the question “What are you doing?” to a student in a classroom, he or she becomes aware of their actions and more importantly, how their actions are affecting others in the environment. The next question “What should you be doing?” allows the student to acknowledge that what they are doing is disrupting to the standards of the learning environment rather than what the teacher want them to do. The final question of “What happens when you do it again?” clearly indicates on the consequences of breaking the rules and losing their right to remain where they are if they continue to violate the rights of others to learn.  
RTC has given the opportunity to allow students to take responsibility for their own actions and learning the process of making the rights choices in their own individual way. The self centred behaviour management theory which underlies the RTC process provides students to become more focused on the implications of their actions which past behaviour management policies failed to do so in the educational setting. According to Dunlap (2000) educators have found that their lives profoundly change after having used RTC process using the questioning process that they have been using with students on themselves. As they begin to look seriously within themselves, they sense the same transformation in their own lives that they have seen in some of their students. Thus, this experience is not just for disruptive children but for the whole educational organisation. 
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