SUSTAINABLE CITIES PROJECT

“Sustainable school” : “Restoring the school and preservation of the environment” 

Reasons for this project

We have recognised the increasing importance of treating the environment with care.

Because of this, we started thinking about the school environment, not only the relationship among the students /teachers/students ´ families, but the physical environment of the school.

At the beginning  of  this year, the  headmaster of the school started a campaign to restore the school.  Consequently,  grow up an idea of starting a project where a special group of  students could take part in it by helping to restore and renovate the school. They could help painting the walls of the school, repairing   desks and also a campaign for  changing  some students´ mind about bad habits such as scratching walls and desks, to throw paper out of the basket,  etc..  We  believe that the campaign is important because students must  be aware  about the preservation of the environment. 

The  project of restoring the school will involve the whole school. However, I chose 02 groups: 6th grade A ( they study in the morning) and 7th grade C ( they study in the afternoon) to develop it .

After talking to them about the general ideas of this project, I was surprised, because my students were full of enthusiasm. They began to exchange ideas and talking about it with great excitement. They started writing the compositions as soon as I had explained. They were very keen to solve the problems and they gave me a lot of ideas of how to plan the activities to execute the work. I told them to be calm, because we are going to have until 2003 to end up this project. So, they are going to have a lot of time to think and  contribute with suggestions for the accomplishment of this project.

For all these reasons, we decided to make up the project for a “sustainable school”.

GENERAL AIM

- To make the students and the school community aware about their role to improve the school physical conditions and turning it into a pleasant place to stay during the school period. 

- Students need to deal with waste in ways that do no harm the environment. Small changes can make a big difference to the quality of the environment. 

- To encourage them recycling, trash separation and preservation of the environment

- To make the students aware of the fact that they have the opportunity to participate of the

society where they live.

- To help to  restore the school building and furniture.

SPECIFIC AIMS

- To let the students aware the ways they can contribute to improve their life in the community.

- To make the students aware of the fact that it is very important to have a school building in a

good appearance (painted walls, no reined desks, no leaks in the roof, no rubbish outside the bins and so on.)

- To stimulate the students to practice what they have learned at school for their own benefit and also for the community benefit.

- To let them know that there are different ways of learning besides the compulsory school  curriculum.

- To link school with the parents and community.

- To make students aware about recycling material. (Students must bring from home plastic  bottles and throw them into the recycling bins).

DEVELOPMENT

An special attention must be given to develop this educational project, because it is going to be necessary to let all the people involved know its importance and how they can help. 

There are a lot of problems in this school . The  walls  have not been painted for a long time and there are some holes on  it. Its appearance is  awful. When it is raining there are some leaks in the roof. The school has a small gym but it is not covered and there a lot problems with physical education equipment, such as the backboard and the basket (the net with a hole at the bottom hung from a metal ring, through which the ball is thrown in basketball) to play basketball; the rackets for ping pong (game); the goalposts for football is broken, etc...

We are going to develop this project with students from the 6th grade A and also 7th grade C of ESCOLA ESTADUAL DONA CAROLA, but we intent to involve the other students and their families as well.

The link between school and parents is going to be very important. We intent to have meetings to discuss about the problems and how to solve them in groups. 

Students and parents can help to repair the school physical appearance ( painting the wall, repairing desks, etc...) as well as to solve the other school problems. Students must be aware about how to preserve the environment, as well as to throw the garbage into the garbage basket, do not graffiti the walls or to scratch desks, etc.

Another important aim of this project is to encourage the students recycling and trash separation.

We intent to develop this project from this year until 2003.

TIME TABLE

June August 2001- Students write the country profile , city profile and school

profile.

February 2001 – To continue after the meeting at DEP- Manchester.
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