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HOW IS LIVING IN BRAZIL?
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Brazil is the fifth largest country in the world. It is a very big country with different cultures in each region. We live in the South Region. Here most of the population is formed by European Immigrants, as Germans, Poles, Italian, Spanish, Ukrainians, and of course Portuguese, so most of our customs and foods are similar to our ancestors.

Living in South of Brazil is not so bad because here we have many industries and agriculture, and the people here are not so poor like the people in the North or Northeast of Brazil.

It is not true that Brazil is just land of Carnival and Samba. This is a bad image. People in Brazil want to work but they don’t have many opportunities. There is no job for all of them, so they became more and more poor.

It is difficult for young people to attend the university because they need to pay for it, and when they attend and get a certificate they don’t get a good job.

Now, we have to save electricity because there is not so much water. The weather in the North States is very hot and the rivers are getting dry. Here in the South States the weather is good because in the summer it is hot but in the winter it is cold with snow in some areas.

But despite of all these problems, Brazil has many wonderful places with lots of forests and natural resources. 

The colors of our flag are: green, yellow, blue, and white. The green represents our forests, the yellow our resources, the blue our sky and the white, the peace

Federative Republic of Brazil

[image: image4.jpg]



Surface area:
8,547,403.5 sq km

Population:
166 million

Official language:
Portuguese

Capital:
Brasilia

Largest cities:
São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Porto Alegre, Recife, Salvador, Belo Horizonte

Currency:
Real

OUR CITY
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Curitiba is a beautiful city and we like to live here because there are many green parks. It is called “The ecological capital” and it is well known as “Smile City”.

There are many tourist attractions in Curitiba like Flowers Street, Paiol Theatre, Botanical Garden, Open University for the Environment, The Wire Opera House theatre, Lighthouses of Knowledge, Speedy Bus, Citizenship Streets, etc.

We have the Tourism Line to visit the main points of the city. We have the 24 hours emergency healthy services, too.
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The name Curitiba is an Indian word which means a large quantity of pine seed. 

The people that first came here are descendant of German, Polish, Italian, and Ukrainians immigrants. 
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Nowadays a lot of other people live in Curitiba and Curitiba became a big city with many problems . There are many people without job and they don’t have good houses to live. Their children live along the street and sometimes they are involved with drugs.
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Some projects like Waste Recycling help the poor people that exchange the reused material for food but it is not enough. We should do more for our city. 


OUR SCHOOL

Our school is located in the district of Santa Felicidade. This area is known for its restaurants, which serve Italian foods as risotto, polenta, gnocci, lasagne, all types of pasta and chicken. It is known also for the wicker furniture shops.

Our school is small but we like to study in it. There is a big yard around our school but it is not nice because there is no garden neither pavement. 

Our teachers are nice and very kind. They like to teach us but we don’t have good material neither good library.

We have problems with some boys because they climb the wall and draw bad words in it. We think that all the students and teachers could take care of our school avoiding damages.

We would like to have a gym, good material for Physical Education classes, a science lab. And we wish we had computers, video room, and security around the school area and we would like our school to be a beautiful place for our education.


This is our school now…
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We would like to have a school like this….

SUSTAINABLE CITIES PROJET

SCHOOL PROFILE

COLÉGIO ESTADUAL PINHEIRO DO PARANÁ

The students involved in this project are between 12 and 13 years old and they are in the 6 level.

They have been attended public school and most of them have been studying in this school for 2 years.

Fifty percent of them descend from Italian and the other fifty percent come from German, Pole, Ukrainian, Japanese and African.

Most of the student’s mothers work as maid, and their fathers work as truck drivers, brick mason, security guards, mechanics, etc.

Only one percent of their parents have university degree, thirty percent have a high school diploma, fifty percent have elementary school, and the other nineteen percent don’t have education.

Few students are involved in such after school activities as sports and computers. In their free time they help in their house work, watch TV, play with friends. Most of the boys like play soccer and the girls like play volleyball and listening to music. They have from two to four siblings.

Eighty percent of the students are catholic, and twenty percent are Protestant.


SUSTAINABLE CITIES PROJECT

It is a global concern that many and large parts of the environment are suffering from the inadequate use of nature resources. This problem has been affecting the whole world.

What might happen if we don’t take measures to protect the planet?  How can our young people be encouraged to take action to prevent further damage to it?

 We know that the environment question is not restricting to the classroom. It can also reach the community. The students must be the agent of the environment education. They must teach their parents, their brothers, their neighbors, and all the community. They must help them to understand the importance of this issue for our future. They must show them the importance to have a different concept of life. The community needs to notice that there is a link between their daily routine and the environment questions.

GENERAL AIM

· Environment Education to make students, parents, and teachers aware of the need to take care of the environment.

SPECIFIC AIMS

· To integrate the school and the community.
· To let the students know that they can change their quality of life if they want.
· To teach the students that they can transform.
· To improve ways to work in a community.
· To develop how to work together, helping each other.
· To motive students to find solutions and actions through their community.
DEVELOPMENT

The concern about Ecology has been increasing lately. We are aware of the fact that plants and trees help to maintain the climate, protecting against flooding, erosion, providing us food, and natural medicine.

We would like to transform these unpleasant places into an orchard and a flower garden.

We want our students to be proud of attending this school. We think that planting an orchard and flower garden, besides increase the green areas we can make it nicer and pleasant. This activity could also keep the students busy after school classes. The duties to prepare the soil, to plant the seed, taking out the weeds, and all the gardening work, can teach them the gardening job and also make them exercising being close to the nature.










































Sustainable City Project


School: Colégio Estadual Pinheiro do Paraná


Teacher: Lenir Maria Garbin


Group: 6B	  Date: September, 2001

















� EMBED CorelDraw.Graphic.7  ���





Curitiba Downtown





Curitiba City – Partial view





Tourism Line





View of one park





The Wire Opera House 











Lighthouses of Knowledge





Botanical Garden








  River pollution








Reclying  garbagge





Students playing and learning





Some students that are participating of the project





TIME TABLE


June/August 2001 - Students write the country profile, city profile and school profile.


February 2002 - To continue after the coordinator meeting at DEP,  Manchester.








Planned Flower Garden





Planned Orchard Area
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