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Clerks


“I’m not even supposed to be here today!” is the catch phrase illustrating the existential point of Clerks, an independent movie by director Kevin Smith.  Filmed in black and white 8mm and cast of amateurish unknowns, Clerks relies on its message of self-responsibility for its success.  This is the story of Dante Hicks (Brian O’Halloran), a convenience store clerk whose day-off is cancelled by a call from work, and riddled with a series of outstandingly bizarre events, from hockey games on the roof to dead men in the bathroom. 


Dante does not pursue a plot.  The cast of characters consisting of Veronica, Dante’s girlfriend, Randal, a video store clerk next door, Caitlin, Dante’s old girlfriend, are all equally important, which alludes to the message again.  All character’s actions are determined by their own unnecessary pursuits, from laziness to stupidity to disturbing sexual escapades, Dante is surrounded by customers, friends, former girlfriends, and strangers who push Dante’s already lackadaisical day into one of regret.  

However, none of the outlandishly strange scenes of the movie would have occurred if Dante had simply refused to go to work.  Randal’s ending monologue forces the protagonist, Dante, to understand that no one required him to be at work (much less, on his day-off), and for that matter set off the chain of events which contributed to the utter series of disasters.  

This film is universally appealing, having applied the dilemma of personal choice and responsibility to the modern employee’s workday.  The message is not limited to just Dante’s life, but anyone who chooses.  Its realization is harsh, and irreversible once collected.  Personal ideas of fate and destiny are shattered by Randal’s monologue, and a reflection of Dante’s day.   Indeed, looking back at any of the humorous points in this movie force the viewer to understand they are all the result of his lack of forethought.

Clerks will influence every person who understands its moral.  Director Kevin Smith creates events and characters that appear to move the story and testify to its humanistic message: people are responsible for their own problems, and can avoid them by simply recognizing and acting out a solution. 

