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Kelly! Marie Walker III

Kelly is a friend from the junior class. She is young and silly, but,  still insightful. The exclamation marks and III are a colloquium; it isn’t on her birth certificate, but it’s there. What follows is a paraphrase of our interview on the nature of love, which she considers to be a thing that, beyond the prima facie, nonexistent.

ME: What is love?

KMW: As humans, we view the concept of love, as what we perceive to be the ultimate goal, the fruit of our efforts, the meaning of life. Really, this is not possible. Love, is really a fancy word for “infatuation”, something we also attribute with wealth as the true meaning of happiness. This is not true.

M: Do you have an experience that proves this?

KMW: High school. 

M: Do you believe in love at first sight?
KMW: I believe in infatuation at first sight.

M: All right, let’s talk about “John Doe”. What is it you find so attractive about him?

KMW: He’s beautiful. Beautiful. I like beauty. He has humorous qualities, he’s nice, and a great listener.

M: Beautiful. What’s beauty then?
KMW: I have no definition. That’s dependent on the beholder, but everything is beautiful in it’s own way, in the whole. People tend to not see that, which is what mars things. You better write that down.

And beauty isn’t just physical, either. There’re different kinds. But it’s all aesthetic. People can turn beautiful with time, if you give it to them, though.

M: What’s your definition of marriage?

KMW: It’s a kind of institution that I think tends to foster a needless potential for failure. I don’t think you need a ring, or a certificate, or ritualistic vows to seal a relationship. 

M: What about vows you’ve written up?

KMW: That’s fine. It’s not very different from what goes on in a normal relationship.

M: Ok, final question: do you think animals feel love? Or rather, infatuation?
KMW: Animals feel trust and caring. They certainly know what’s going on. I have a story. You know, a couple of weeks ago, during that huge storm we were having?

M: Yep.

KMW:  I live on a farm, and during the storm, I had to go bring in our horse from the rain. And of course, I got drenched on the way to the gate, my back was soaking and this sweater I was wearing was feeling extremely wet and heavy. On the way back, after I’d taken our horse out though, it did the most interesting thing. It stayed behind me, where the direction of the rain was coming, and used it’s body to block it from me.

M: Neeto.

KMW: Besides, if anything, you can do the most horrible things to an animal, and it will feel betrayed. Hurt, psychologically damaged. 

M: And you can’t have fear without having the opposite.  

KMW: Right.

My Uncle Seng

Little doesn’t distinguish my uncle Seng from everything else. He has various degrees in engineering and computer technologies, and has studied various eastern religions. He is also a vegetarian. Being the eldest child of his generation in our family, marks him as the distinct First Son in our Chinese ties, and at the moment, he is visiting with us from Indonesia. He is very philosophical; to the point of esotericism. He’s lived in New York, studied in Klamath Falls, and is currently happily married to his wife, Grace. Since his English isn’t perfect, what follows is a translation of sorts from our interview.

ME: What is love?
SENG: Loving something is giving and taking from it. 

M: Giving and taking what?
S: Everything. Feelings, perceptions, thoughts. Loving something creates a relationship; maintaining that love is a matter of letting both sides forming one agreement, but not after lots of struggle. There are five points in the cycle of love.

M: Explain.

S: The head, right arm, right leg, left arm, and left leg correspond to the pentagonal shape of a drawn star, are five areas that humans move through in love. Eye contact (the head), superficial tactile contact (1st arm), meaningful tactile contact (1st leg), superficial conflict (2nd leg), and serious arguments (2nd arm) all healthy relationships must have, and will hopefully resolve itself and allow two people to return to, eye contact (the head).

M: Interesting. Do you believe in love at first sight, then?

S: Yes. That would actually be eye contact.

M: Describe your wife. What did you find attractive about her?

S: She was herself. She, basically, was always herself. It was love at first sight, so to speak, and we went through all the stages that I just detailed.

M: You must miss her.

S: Oh yes. But I’m keeping in contact frequently, through e-mail.

M: What is your definition of beauty?
S: My definition is separate from others’ definitions. But I believe that beauty is corollary to happiness. Which is achievable only through a mutual agreement between what I anticipate, and what is reality. If what I anticipate that matches reality, then that makes me happy, and is something I believe as beautiful.

M: What’s marriage, then?
S: Marriage is an agreement, a relationship, between any two things that spawn something new. Just like how hydrogen molecules and oxygen molecules can combine to form, water, human sexuality reproduces offspring. 

S: You do not necessarily need an institution, or a ritual, then.

M: No.

S: Okay, final question, somewhat offbeat: Do animals feel love?

M: Yes. Unlike humans, they are far more in tune with their environment. They are far more instinctual. And they don’t spend all their time thinking. That makes them emotional creatures, which is what love is all about.

