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Questions and Reactions to “The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace” by M. Wertheim
“Cyberspace has never happened before” 

“Christians believed in a physical space described by science, and a non-physical space that metaphorically paralleled the material world” (229).  A Historical Parallel to Spatial Notions within Cartesian dualism and/or other natural philosophies How is this so?  In that the everyday life of a medieval peasant, monk, or king was separated into physical activities and religious activities? and how do the lives of peasants differ from priests?
“Medieval  spiritual space was a separate and unique part of reality from physical space” 

This suggests that cyberspace is a new spirituality of the postmodern naughts.  Or, that cyberspace can help clarify to us that the dualistic character of our thought can be further sectionalized.  Where the spiritual realm exists in metaphor to the everyday world, and the everyday world “peers” into itself through cyberspace. When one goes online, logs on, or reboots, they also have an experience of self-reflection, as well as to a collective consciousness that mirrors spirituality, and starts sprouting questions about god.
There are personal spaces, literary spaces, pictorial spaces, safe, public and private.  Gibson’s dataspace is part of the original cyberpunk vision of a techno-cratic dystopia of cybernetic multi-cultures.  Could cyberspace be that penultimate interactional social space, devoid of physical characteristics that get in the way of the promulgation of all variants of all personal ideas and opinions in Late Capitalist American Culture? And what of those ideas (or memes) that cannot enter this arena because they are not able to escape the informational whirlpools within cyberspace’s increasingly commercial atmosphere?

Is it a space?


What aspects of ourselves are transformed, teleported, conscious of being in this notion of being in a separate arena?  Is this an attempt for a primitive mind to cope with new social relationships? Wertheim contends “cyberspace is not only a legitimate instantiation of this phenomena but also a socially important one (230)

What phenomena is he speaking of? The phenomena of space? The phenomena of actually existing?  

A question of access
Who has the time, knowledge, and wealth to peer into this collective self-reflection? If one is not located near a modem, a computer and an enthusiast, should they be included within a critique of progress (as defined through technological wealth)?  
I want to return to the question of Cybernetics from class February 8th: does a spear, a gun, or a wheelchair comprise or compromise a human being? When we imagine technology, do we imagine it’s usefulness as a separate, incorruptible quality? To achieve an answer to this question, could we conjoin our reactions to the meaning of cyberspace to the meaning of technology in general? 

 The Character of Cyberspace:

Its ontological foundation are its bits and bytes

A technological by-product of physics: chips, liquid-crystal display screens, satellites and electricity (229)

The virtual mall – progress is measured by wealth: 

1997 est. of e-commerce=$300billion.  

“A computer in every classroom”

Food or silicon?


Expansion beyond 3 axes.  

Genesis –> exponential rate of expansion ->  swelling of objects (human territory is the victim of a swelling of ideas)

Hist. of (D)ARPANET

OCT 1969 

~ Bolt Beranek and Newman via special telephone lines from UCLA and Stanford Rsch. Inst.

DEC ’69 

~U of C Santa Barbara and U of Utah 

AUG 1972 

~ 29 computer “nodes” exist in the U.S. 
(@1node/month: 1972-1969=3years x 12 mo = 36 months)

1980 

~NSF sponsors CSNET 

a single network for all ARPANET networks. Standardized “Internet Protocol” appears

 1985

~NSF sponsors NSFNET 

The Big Bang: cyberspatial inflation begins
Steve Case founds AOL

a “backbone” network to serve as foundation of series of regional network. Replaces ARPANET.

1998 

~the World Wide Web has 300 million pages. 

~Altavista and Yahoo only catalogue 10% of exponential growth

~Every 2nd college kid has a webpage

