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JOE, STEVE, LOLA�
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OBJECTIVES: 





1) To portray a study of an character of interest to the director, with emphasis on:


	a) dress - appearance and use of the image to convey reality


	b) behavior - to convey meaning through physiognomy/reaction 


	c) progression of story - how the edit will convey meaning





SCENARIO:





	The approach is documentary as opposed to fictional.  The character study is of Joe, a homeless man who has been in the city off and on for a year. He speaks fluent English and Indian and wears a button with written on it, "Keep the Faith."  Joining him will his girlfriend Lola and his friend Steve, a former underground film maker. They drink, smoke, chat, and go about their business in front of the camera.





EVALUATION:





	I initially wanted to create a fictional character based on several people I knew, and initially I had unwittingly written myself.  This project is an attempt to dismiss elements of the first draft. In choosing Joe, Steve, and Lola I hope to study the common elements in all human behavior.  Calling this short film a documentary I feel displaces the audience from its own humanity. I've been told this is a home movie.


	In editing the rough cut I only removed improperly exposed shots. Certain flash frames were removed in the final cut to make transitions clearer, and some are retain for this same purpose. The chronological order of the film remains largely the same as when it was shot.  


	In transitioning from Joe to Steve and Lola I used an uncut shot sequence of Joe.  It is fast, sporatic, and confusing in its erratic camera movement and underexposed shot, but I hope it to signal to to the audience a juncture in the film. Steve himself acts as a transition between Lola and Joe in both their relationship and in the film.  Although Joe calls Lola his girlfriend, Steve and Lola are very intimate in the end and Joe approves.


	 I moved the shots of Lola's feet and hands from the end of the original shoot to a place I felt would better introduce us to her.  As a transition from Joe to Lola, there is a candid shot of Ashish taking a light reading, where the camera I hope sets aside its perceived objective role to one which illustrates its effect on its subject; to most people, a camera is impossible to ignore (Ashish was helpful in creating conversation, and this allowed the film to capture everyone in that conversation, as well as producing this idea). 


	This was an experiment in pursuing my interest in documentary film.  Pre-production showed that I wanted close-up shots of my study character's face, hands, feet, possessions. Shots of the location are all originally shot and are not stock.  Lola and Steve were a surprise that helped us better see Joe.   And Joe himself was the first homeless person I'd seen when I'd arrived in the city, and continued to find frequently. He was at one day angry and the next content, some days hungry and some well-fed. He is trying to find a place like us all.


	


	


