Genesis Of Crisis

HE people of Bangla Desh asked far autonomy bue

T weze forced to opt for independence. Mass killings,

aron and rape lelt them no other choice. Ar

the Bangla Desh Icaders said, the concept of Pakistan

which the Muslims of East Bengal had enthusiastically

acclaimed in 1947 was buried by Gen. Yahya Khan
under a mouniain of corpses.

The origin of the crisis can be traced back to 1g48.
The first shock came when Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah
told the East Bengalis that they would have to accept
Urdu a3 the sole national language of Pakistan. This
meant that Bengali, the mother-tongue of 52 per cent of
Pakistan's population, would yield placc 1o the language
of culy 7.2 per cent. A rful agitation  was
launched against this arbitrariness, led by a law stadent
of Dacca University. He was promptly expelled and
sent 10 ail in 1048 for a brief term: a threc-year senteare
followed in 1949, This marked the brgianing of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman’s career asa leader of the East Bengali

cople in their fight against the colonialism of West

akistan.

Economic Disparity

Over the years, econamic disparity between the east
and the west became increasingly pronounced. By
t960-70, the ita income in the west was 61 per
cent higher than in the east. This was largely the
Fesult of systematic subordination of the intereses of the
cast to thos of e west. The forcign trade earnings of
Hee vast were used for the benefit of the west, while high
tariffs and impoct comrols were imposed to raise the
priccs of manufuctured goods (o provide fat profits ta a
handful of wesiern buancssmen.  “Over the last two
decades, East Pakistan's share of the total Pakistani ex-
poil canings bas varied between 50 per cent and 70
per ceat, while its share of imports has been in the range
6f 25 péc vent 1 3o pec cone,” as & group of three
American economists has pointed out on the basis of
official Pakistani data.

Egonoqiic dowmination was facilitated by West Pakis-
tani_conwrol over levers of power. Of the 72 generals
in the Pakistan army under Gen. Yahya Khan, only
one was a Bengali.  Tn the central scrviees, four-filths of
the senior posts were held by West Pakistanis

Disenchantment with West Pakistan becam: specially
aoute afier 1gby As 3 New York Timer oricle sa:
“‘When the 22-day war found the Pakisian Gaverament
protcting the west, and not the east, Mujib and bis
Triends became rrnvinced the east could hope fot nothing
under Pakistan as then constitwted.” ln February
1966, Sheikh Mujib announced his six-point charter of
avtonomy.

Mr. Bhutto uied to comvince the East Bengalis that
they had not been left to India’s mercy in 1965; he
hinted at promises that he had obtainerd from China to
counter any Indian thrusts in the east. But this cut no
ice. Nor did Mr. Ayub Khans strident warnings
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against traitorous “‘coltusion” with India. Sheikh
Mujib hardly needed to remind his people that the wost
had always adopted this propaganda line to defeat and
divide the Eaxt Beagalis.

Mr. AK. Fazlul Huq and Mr. ELS. Subrawardy, the
two sallest post-partition leaders of the east, were at
gae time ar the other accused of conspiring with India.

he pattern was repeated when Mr. Ayub Khan put
Sheikh Mujib in prison in 1958 on a fimsy charge of
having worked out with Agartala-based Indian agents
a plan for creating an independent Bangla Desh. ~The
trial proceeded for almost two years until the popular
upsurge against Mr. Ayub Khan's regime obliged him
10 3¢t the Sheikh frec.

This was in March 1969, the same month in whick
Mr. Ayub Khan stepped down in favour of a ma
law regime under Gen, Yahya, The circumstances in
which he came to power obliged the general to promisc
10 hand aver power to the peaple afier holding Pakistan's
first-ever ration-wide election on the basis of adult
franchise. In preparation for this, e lifted the ban on
political activity on January 1, 1970, to mark the begin-
ning of a hectic and evemiul year in the country’s
history.

After a postponement,
December 1970,
the rewlts ““with bated breath.”  He had expected (hat
divisive trends, rellecied in the multiplicity of partics,
would prevent any group from getting a clear majority
inits own sight. Bul when tis happeued, he thought he
would be able to manipulate the consituent asscmbly
to decide in favour of a dispensacion that left the armed.
forces with the inal say in she shaping of the countey’s
destiny, In any eveat, he had rescrved ta himself the
power (o raiify or reject the constitution, '

Overwhelming Mandate

But unfartuaately for him, dic castern wing g
overwhelming mandate to Sheikh Muiib; his
League won 167 of the 16g Fast Bengal seals in the
National Assembly He was hclprd by two factors:
first, he indignation of Fas Bengais over Islamabad’s
tardiness in providing rclicf o the millions teft_destitute
by a eyclone of unprecedrnted ferocily in November
1970; secondly, the Fast Mengalis” decivion w Luen the
election into a refercndum on the au(onomy issuc.

In the west, Mr. Bhunw's Pakistan Peoples Pary
bagged almast two-thirds of the remaining 144 seats in
the National Asscmbily, But he was not conent to sit in
apposition; he told a mass rally in Lahore on December
20 that “majority alone does not coum in . national
politics.”  He declarcd that the Awami Lague *
take into account’’ the wishes of the majority party of
the west wing. This was obligatory, he said, because of
Pakistan’s geographical peculiarity.




Children giving g helping hand 1o the Mukti Bahini.

Mr. Bhutto grew increasingly ouansigent v the time
approached lor calling the newly elected mem
the National Asscmbly into session. He declared on
February 15 that his party would boycott the session;
he also (hreatened that his PPP workers would see 1o it
that 10 members from other west wing partics atfended
cither. Although other party leaders like Mian Mum-
taz Daultana and Air Marshal Asghar Khan sharpl
criticised Mr. Bhutto’s arbitrariness, Gen. Yahya gave in
to him. In a broadcast on March 1, he announced that
he was putting off the Awembly's inuuguration scheduled
for March 3.

Showdown Precipitated

This precipitated the showdown. The firs slogans
demanding Swadhin Bangla Desh were heard in the
trests of Dacea. Sheikh Mujib was ciearly ot pre-
parcd to go rhat far; he opted instead for a rivil dis-
obedience movement to press his demand for transfer
of power. This movement was an overwhelming success;
even the Chicf Justice refused to swear in the tough new
Governor, Lt.-Gen. Tikka Khan, appointed by Islama-
bad to replace Admiral Absan who had advised against
a confrontation with the Awami League.

1t was in this atmosphere that the final round of
negotiations began in Dacca after Gen. Yahya arrived
there on March 15. Compromise proposals were formu-
lated, one envisaging a provisional national government
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under Sheikh Mujib and the second making over power
o provinces even while Gen. Vahya remained in
charge at the ceatre. Mr. Bhutto torpedoed bath.

It is possible that Mr. Bhutto was not acting entirely
on his own, He was cither explicitly in collusion with
the hawks in the army, or was being made wse of by
them. Even as the negotiations praceeded, troops in
large numbers were being brought anrnss from West
Pakistan. On the night of March 25, the soldiers
slipped into batlle dress and struck without warning with
automatic weapons and tanks. Twenty-four hours
later, Mr. Bhutto said in Karachi where he fiew back
from Dacca: “Thank God, Pakistan is saved.”

Bul as he made this comment, a radio station in
Chittagong broadcast 2 proclamation of independence
by Maj. Zia Rahman, speaking in the name of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. The battle was now joined, even
though the Sheikh himsclf had been taken inta military
custody. On April 10, the Bangla Desh government
as: formally constituted with e imprisoned Sheils
Mujib as President, Syed RS s
President, and Mr. Tajuddin Ahmad as Prime Mi
The next day Mr. Ahmed broadcast from Free Ba
Radio. Maj

Bangla
Zia Rabmas, Maj. Safiullah and Msj.
Kinled Mushareat were named. regonal, commaners

of the new Bangla Desh army. This was the end of the
beginning; the final denoument was however sl
several months away.




Mukti Bahini Strikes

usn Pakistan's rapidly reinfocced forces completed
W the recapture of major towns and strategic points
by early May, Bangla Desh wore an air of deceptive
calm. Foreign correspondents returning to Dacca in
the first week of Jung—they had been bundled out of the
twnuy on March 26—saw it as “a tullen bul pacified
».” A Brilish businessman returning from Dacca
Said: “There i no Bangla Desh cxoept in the imagioa-
tion of some political exiles in Calculta.” A report in
the U.S. newspaper, Chnistian Science Monitor, an.Jure
25 agreed: “It is truc Bangla Desh is not visible as a
poing concern in East Pakistan soil at present.”

These (orcign visitors were jumping to conclusions.
“They missed what was happening in the -depths of the
countryside. The last pitched battlc with the occupa-
tion forces ended only on June 20. This was in the

weeks against a vastly superiar Pakistani farce backed by
artiliery and air cover.
But even before this cngagement the Mukei Bahini
cealicd tha it would have o dhunge i uctics. In
for & new phase of
it kad by the middlc of June trastcd iraning Thouwands
s in camps e bord:

The Commander- of the Muku Bahini, Col,
M.A.G. Osmani, held in _}unc the first conference of all

Muki Bahini men dofending Jessors in tha aarly phese of the liberation war in Bangla Oesh,

of the Mukti Bahini,

tor commanders. This marked the begioning of
;demmd and ocganised resistance 10 m:?éup.um



Soon, the Mukti Bahini_was chalking up successes.
ing from Dacca in s, London, in mid-
July its eorrespondent reported that the Madbupur
Torest reserve in Mymensingh-Tangail districts “‘has been
the scene of army operations for some weeks”. Residents
of Comilla “report considerable noise of firing most
nighis”. Tn Sylhes, road and rail bridges have “again
been the targess of sabotage”. In Feni, located in the
comidor finking the Chittagong area with the rest of
Bangla Desh, “the main span of a bridge was dynamited
expertly and has yet to be repaired.”

Pakistanis suggested thai actions such as this showed
“evidence of considerable sapper skill,” implying that
uchis can. only mean thas Indian army enginecrs arc
actively engaged.” The corrcspondent added, how-
ever, the comment that “most foreilm ohservers think it
\olikely that the tndians would risk the capture of their
own men in operations across the horder”

Martin Woolacatt reported in the Guardian, London,
on July 13 that Tamabad had promulgated  mardal
Jaw decrec 1o enable it to draft any state employe in the
west for service in the cast. Three thousand policemen
of all ranks have alrcady gone, bur “few of them are
volanteers in spite of salary, promotions and other
inducerneats offered by the government”.

Campaign of Reprisuls

Mennwhile the political offensive planned by Gen.
Yahya Khan against the Awami League had proved a
total flop. Begum Akhtar Sulaiman, daughter of the
league's founder, Mr, H.S. Suhrawardy, had been roped
in to subvert the clected members of the National
‘Assembly and the Provincial Assembly, but less than 25
indicated their willinguess to co-operate with Isiamabad.

In answer to the Mukii Bahini's operations, the
Pakistan araiy began a campaign of reprisals. Lo
quote Martin Woolacou agin, all that was lef of 2
Village nar a damaged bridge south of Brahmanbaria
s an outline of black ash an the ground, and one still
Standing hamboo and grass hut.In Brahmanbatia itself,
“whole strcess are gone; houses biasted and emply.”
These reprisals contigucd right up 1o the moment of
sumender: the ruthlessness in fact increased as the
Pakistan army suffered growing losses in terms of men
Milled and wounded, But this only helped the Mukti
Bahini o gain mote Support und more recruits.

on September 1 reported: “Guerilla operations in East
Pakistan egainst Gen. Yahya Khan's occupation forces

Major Jalil, Mukii Bahini Sector Camemander for Khulna,

Jessore, Faridpus,

ming;_dramatically in_tcrios of the degree of
arganisation shown by the rebels as well ay their capa-
hility Lo throuic comuunications and esscntial services.”

are e

The Mukii Bahini was abo iaking a heavy toll of
collaborators. Mulla Ghulam Sarwar, chaivmian af the
Khulna Peace Committee, was dugged ou of his home
by masked men in broad daylight; and lefi with his
throat slit even though he was being guarded by ten
Razakars at the time. Forcign cortespondents reporting
this incident mentioned that 5v other peace commitice
mombers had met with the,samic fate in (he Khulna arca
alone. In sum, the Mukti Bahini was very much a
going concern. ' No ane dared any longer to dispute
This Tact. :

Civifian victims of Pak bombing in Alamgir village,
near Juliundur



Beyond Che Guevara’s Dreams

svaatss_“beyond even the wildest dreams of
A hudding Che Guevara elsewhere”: this was

how UPI described the Mukti Bahini's achieve-
ments in & report from Dacca on November 17, Easlier,
a dispatch in the Sunday Times, London, from its corres-
pondent, Murray Sayle, said: “No Giap, Grivas or
Guevara ever had it so good”’. The Bahini had “already
scored successes which any Viet Cong commander
would regard as a highly promising start”.

By the time war broke out, the Babini had increased
its complement of regulars to eight batcalions from the
three with which it started. These regulars had, apart
from the usual infantry weapons, two batteries of
artllery, There was a naval wing as well, which
incladed frogmen trained to carry out underwater
sabotage. A dispatch from the AP correspondent in
Dacon om Novembar 21 had said this wing was operating
gunboats “hijacked” from the Pakistanis in Khuloa.

In addition to the regulars, Niyomito'Bahini as the
Bangla Desh Government called them, the freedom
forces had two other components: Mujib Bahini and
Gono (people’s) Bahini. The exact numbers inducted
into these i3 not available, but a reasonable guess is that
the first organisation had at least 5,000 men and the
second between 25,000 and 30,000 men.

Hit-and-Run Raids

The Gono Bahini operated both inside and in the
border areas in conjunction with the Niyomito Bahini.
Tts task was to harry the enemy and disrupt his lines of
ommunication by carrying out hit-and-yun raids. It
mainly concentrated on “targets of opportunity”, mean-
ing targets which chance offered, while raids on well-
defended positions requiring a_ greates degree of skill
and organisation were handled by the regulars.

The liberation forces were ofganised into nine
sector commands headed by experienced officers. But
complete co-ordination was scarcely to be expected in
conditions of guerilla warlare. A good deal had
fccessanily to be left lo individual initiative and
enterprise. Some friction did develop as a result but
the total dedication of all participants to the cause of
froedom helped to overcome the problem.

By December 3, the Mukti Bahini was already in
control of sizable areas of Bangla Desh. Gen. Farman
Ali admitted this when he told foreign correspondents
in Dacca at the end of November that “Indians”
held “four pockets” — three in Dinajpur -and onc
in Sylhet district —and_“several thowsand ya
temritory in Jessore” He also confessed that the

Dinajpur areas had been lost “for months”, and it was

impossible to retake them because of the terrain and the
artillery support available from the “Indian” side. In
Pakistani parlance, the Mukii Bahini was first described
as “miscreants” and later as Indian ‘“‘agents” or
“infiltrators”. -

By November, the Mukti Bahini’s complement of
regulars was ready to take on the Pakistanis in limited
engagemenits in border arcas. In the south-western
sector, several probes were launched from Meherpur
in the north to Kaliganj in the delta. These were
intended to throw the enemy off balance by obliging
him to disperse his effort. The airfield at Jessore was
subjected to intermitient mortar attacks from November
24. The road link between Jessore and Khulna was
jeopardised by frequent miring and ambushes. The
tesult was a progressive isolation of the garrison in
Jessore.

Border Town Freed

By 1 day, November 20, the border town of Kaligan

km south-cast of Khulria, had been liberated by a

lerul Huda.
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The Bangla Desh Home Minister, Mr. Al
Kamaruzzaman, formally hoisted the green and gold
flag here on December 2. In northern Bangla Desh,

the Mukti Bahini had forced Pakistani troops to quit
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the sub-divisional lown of Pachagarh, just inside the
border in Dinajpur district. With its liberation, the
whole of the daggerlike enclave pointing towards
Siliguri went out of the enemy’s control. Mukdi
Bahini’s advance here was specially valuable as the
corridor linking Assam with the rest.of India is narrowest
at this peint.

Another enclave morth of Lalmonirhat—the area
around Bhurungamari, west of Dbubri in Assam — was
also freed around this time. In fact, the Bahini had
pushed in close enough to make the Lalmohirhat airfield
unsafe for Pakistani operations. Its loss was anticipated

y Pakistan which hurriedly completed in October an
aiternative airfield at Saidpur.

A third probe in the north was launched in Novem] ber
towards Hilli, explaining Pakistan’s moves threatening
Bafurghat across the border in West Bengal to get at
the Bahini from the rear. This Babini probe was
obviously intended 1o push through towards
Brahmaputra, 8o km away, to cut off the hote " of
Dinajpur and Rangpur districts.  Pakistani forces were
predictably alarmed, but they only invited sharp Indian
retaliation by attacking Indian territory.

Hideout of Siddiqui

In the north-east sector, the Bahini moved in from
arcas around the Meghalaya border in the north and
Cachac district in the east (o pin down the garrison in
Sylhet. The terrain made it casier for guerillas to m
decp forays, specially into the adjoining Mymensingh
Sisict, Jast south of Mymensingh is Tangall, and the
farge Madhupur forest straddies the district boundary.
This was the hideout of 23-year-old “Tiger’ Siddiqui
and his boys who became a terror to the Pakisian army.

Along the Tripura border, the Bahini never gave the
enemy respite all through the ninc months of the
Tiberation stru Some of the biggest actions in the
period before the war were fought here. In November,
Pakistan. radio was reporting the skirmishes day after
day, but attributing the assaults to Indian agents and
egular traops. On November 15, it was said that
comstant intrusions e taking place in Comills and
Naokhali districts. Two days later, two Indian com-
panics were sllegd © have Iaunched an atack north of
Comilla, On November 21, rs were said to
have saved road bridges from. N emon by Indian
agents. In fact, the radi

that India, with 12 divisions depl
horder, had launched an allou offnsive.  But the
Washington Post’s correspondent in Dacca reported on
November 2g that there was no  evidence o support
the charge.

Only Limited Gains

The Bahini's probes yiclded only limited territorial
gains, but_they served several far more important
urposes. First, it became extremely difficult for the
enemy to obtain information about the forces opposite
him.  If he sent out a small detachmens, it never went
back. This forced him to undertake reconnaissance
in plawon strength. But a of this size is too big
to operate withont drawing attention to itself
Secondly, Mukti Bahini operations had certainly an
effect upon the morale of Pakistani forces. A Tepart in
the New Fork Times from Dacca on November B said:
““An increasing number of officers and troops from West
Pakistan have come to realise that their asignment here
is likely to last @ long time.” Suggesting this was

Men of the Muktl Bahint carrying arms and other equipment

for Indian troops during the 14-day war.
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Black columns of smoke rise from the massive bazing oil
refinory at Chittagong, when Mukti Bahini men blew it up on
December 4.

causing a decline in morale, the report added that “the
increasing number of army casualties has apparently
‘made it impossible to continue the former policy of fiying
the bodies of officers back to West Pakistan for burial.”

The effect of all this upon collaborators can be readily
imggined, more so as a leading light like Abdul Monem
Khan, governor under Mr. Ayub Khan, was killed in
his Dacca home while Abdus Sabur Khan, a former
Central Minister, was injured.

The third aspect of Mukti Bahini operations was its
role in disrupting the encmy's lines of communication.
The railway from Comilla to Chittagong scarcely
fanctioned after March.

An important bridge near Feni was blown up within
the first few days, and railway track uprooted at many
points. Pakistani efforts to repair the damage was
stymied by attacks on work gangs, and more damage
elscwhere.

This harassment from within sapped Pakistan's morale
and contribuicd greatly to the speed of Indian opera-
tions.But not to be missed cither is what the Muki
Bahini achicved off its own bat. The liberation of
Naokhati in the south-cast, Mymensingh in the north,
and a host of smaller sownships elsewhere was the work
of the brave and dedicated men who decided on March
25 to give the Islamabad junta a fitting reply.



Yahya Khan’s Threats

axssTay tricd all along to convert the Bangla Desh
risis into an issue with India, hoping thus to make
{tseem yetanother of the perennial quarrels between
Istamabad and New Delbi, This effort became more
pronounced as the Muke Bahini’s thrusts began to tell
Upon the nerves of the ocoupation forces.  On July 31,
To71, Gen. Yahya charged India with persistent shelling
of the East Pakistani border, and with preventing the
return of refugees, He chose on this occasion to wam

{he world: “A total war with India is very near.

A Total War

In an interview to Le Figaro, Paris, he repeated the
threat of war again. “If the Indians imagine that they
can take a parcet of my territory without provolng
war, they will commit a grave error.  He added: “Let
me warn you and the world that this means war, a
total war.” To him cvery action undertaken by the
Mukti Bahini was another instance of Indian aggression:

Or 30 he wanted the warld to believe.

General Yahya . Khan...whose brutal reprossion of East
Bengalis led to the dismembermont of Pakisian.

This interview was noteworthy for several ill-tempered
references to Mrs, Gandhi. “She is neither a woman,
nor @ statesman by wanting to be both, If T meet hex,
1 will say—shut up, woman.” _
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In a broadeast on October 12 in which he announced
his plans for transfer of power ta civilians by the end of
the year, he allcged that India “was making feverish
military preparations for aggression against Pakistan”.
But the tone of his fulminations had undergone a slight
change, possibly because he realised that time was run-
ning out for him.

In an interview to Le Monde, Paris, he said he did not
want a war with India; he was prepared “to talk to
anybody any day, anywhere,'and also to accept any
mediation lo_settle the difiérences between the two
countries” To this, New Delhi's reply was that a
settlement_should be sought not with India but the
people of Bangla Desh.

On October 17, he offered to withdraw his troops
from forward positions if India would do the same.
There was obviously belated realisation that the r
move was proving counter-productive. About this
time, Gen. Yahya also made an appeal for U.S. “good
offices” o resalve the “crisis” tn the sub-continent in an
ohvious bid to queer the pitch for Mr. Gandhi's visit
to Washington. But New Delhi siood irs ground: it
turned down the plea for mutual troop withdrawals,
saying that it could not take the risk of putting them
back i peace-time stations far in the interior. In the
context of Istamabad’s repeated threats of war, India
had to take jato account the fact that Pakistan's bases
like Kharian, ncar Sialkot, were very close to the border.

Bahini Pressure Tells

When the deceptive plea for withdrawals did not work,
Gen. Yahya tried yet another gambit. He asked the
U.N. to post neutral observers on higside of the border;
this was in contrast to his carlier demand for posting
them on hoth sides to which India had categorically
said “no’’.

He changed his posture on the refugee issue as well.
He had at first denied that a sizable influx had taken
place into India; New Delhi was alleged to be collecting
the destitute _people of West Bengal to il the camps.
Later, Islamabad admitted that some two million East
Bengalis had crossed over but India was infiating the
figure to over nine million for political reasons. But in
November Gen. Yahya finally took thestand that he was
prepared to take back every genuine citizen of the cast
wing under an internationally supervised programme.
Toe esmure of the Mukts Bahini was, indeca, beginming
10 tell.

In one of his last pronouncements before the war—
chis was made on November 26 at the inauguration of a
Chinese-built machinery complex near Rawalpindi, he
said: “If that woman (Mrs. Gandhi) thinks that she is
going to cow me down, I refusc to take it”. He added:
"In ten days, 1 may be off fighting a war’. As it
turned out, this was a pointer to the shape of things to
come.



War Breaks Out

\ax)l

The Ptimo Ministar—on whom 4 gratefus nation conterred
the highast award, Bharat Ratna.

™ the headquarters of an Indian division semcwhere
A in Punjab, scnior officers were dressing for a party
to celebrate the GOC’s birthday when' word
came through of Pakistani raids on Indian  airficlds.
This was just after 6 o'clock on Friday, December 3.
The party guests hurriedly made their way to  the
operations room, instead of to the officers’ mess.
Pakistan had, indeed, achicved surprise. But there
was no question of the enemy getting away with il
because India’s army and air force deployed along the
8oo-kilometre ceascfirc line in Kashmir or along the
snternational border from Kutch to Pathaakot were
fully prepared.
India's preparations had begun in the first wesk of
tober in response to the movement of Pakistani
troops from their peacetime stations to positions menac-
ing our territories. By the middle of October, the
Toclian build-up was very nearly complete.  Leaving
the cantonments in the rear, formations had dug them-
selves in at various distances from the border to man the
several lines of defence.

No Other Option

There was no other option as General Yahya Khan
had been threatening “total” war for several months.
On November 24, he declared a state of emergency as
Jorcign correspondents reported that the war fever in
Pakistan had touched a new high. §| ukm to I:DI’NS'
pondents at Rawalpindi on Noveml
served what lonked ll.ke an ultimatum whm he sald
“In ten days’ time, I may not be here; T may be
fighting a war.” . Tndi took birm at his word, and pmcecd-
ed to make appropriate preparations to defend itsel

Pakistan’s friends were not too happy at the turn
events were taking, Realising that the outcome might
be disastrous for General Yahya's regime, Washington

100k the lead in proposing withdrawal of zoops on both
sides of the border. M, Gandhi quite sightly turned
down' this proposal; she pointed aut thel Pabims
military bases lie close (o the border while India’s are
located welt behind.  Kharian, the home of Pakistan's
6th annoured division, is Jess than 80 km  from the
sensitive. Jamm salient, while the pescitime matian
of the Indian srmoured division i some 640k from the
barde

Fvcms have proved (he validity of rhe poine made
by the Poime Minister. India’s forces were fortunaiely
ready at hand when Pakistari made its pe stk
The air raids were followed quic ly by hesey- u.rnm(
on the ground all along the border from Poanch in
Kushmir to Hussainiwala in Feroscpore district.
Pakistan coutd not risk launcl

e deterrent cfieet of Indian prepuratons s hest
brought out by the fact that when ceascfire camic on
December 17, Pakistan had sull not ¢
of its twa armonred divisions or s infaniry 1escr
India held back similarly but this was only (0 be expec
ed; our only aim in the west was to prevent Pakistas

n
from making any sigaificant terpitorial gains for use a<
a hargaining counter vis-a-vis Bangla Desh

.. -
Negligible Gains

“This aim has been fully achicved in the northevestern
theatre, even thaugh we did yield some ground in the
Chhamb area and lost some of ant enclaves Jike Hussaini.
wala and Kasowal on the Pakistani side of the Surl
and the Ravi. Unfortunately for Mr. Bhutio, Pakistan's
gains arc negligible compared ta Indiun acquisitions
&7 (e Chicken's Neck salient south of Akhmor a lavge
arca in the Shakargarh sector opposte. Patbumkot, (e
Schira. bulge south of Khewn Raran, and. numérous
Pakistani celaves on our side of the rivers fram Mandot
near Fazilka 1o Dera Baba Nanak, 64 km  north of
Amritsar. Nol (o be missed cither is the (actic advantage
gained by the takeover of hill fealurcs and pasts
Kargil, Tithwal, Ui aod Poonch

The success this represens is made the mare creditabl
because the Indian' and Pakistani forces in the west
were pretty evenly matched, We may have had a slight
superiority in infantry but Pakistan had an cdge in the
number of tanks available 0 it in this theaire,

Li-Gen. K.P. Candeth cvimates Pakisan's total
sicength in the norliwestern theatre, extending from
Ganganagar district of Rajasthan © Kurgil, at 250,000
regulac roops. It has in addition a very large number of
para-military formations such as Rangers and Fronier

Published information suggests that Pakistan had ten
infantry divisions available here, including (wo which
are regarded as veserves at the disposal of its aomy
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headquarters. The st armoured division is known to

ve moved out of Mullan towards the ~Ferozepare-
Ganganagar area, while the 6th armoured _division was
Delicved o he deployed along the Sialkot—Pasrur—
Navowal axis. Hesides, there were theee independnt
armoutud brigades in the field along with tank regiments
attached either to Pakistan's corps headquariers o
individual divisions.

But Pakistan tended to break up its formations and
send them in o piccemeal fashion to various sectors.
Onc brigade of a division assigned to Gen. Tikka Khan's
Sialkot-based corps was known to have been switched
to Lahore. Two regiments from the 6th  armoured
division were sovolved in the Chhamb baule. One
regiment of the 1st armoured division was thought 1
be in Rahimyar Kban, opposite Bikaner.

The reason for this ad hoc pattern of deployment,
which did violence to the coiesion of formations, may
bave been Pakistan GHQ's inability to assess Gen.
Candeth’s aims and intentions, Uncertain about what
he was up to, Pakistan kept switching its forces from
one sector (o another in an attempt to anticipate Indian
offensives.

Pakistan was known to_be looking for some form of
Chinese_intervention to throw India off balance. But
in the Ladakh urca of the north-western theatre, as
elsewhere along the Himalayan fronticr, there were no
movements of Chinese troops of any significance. Lt.-
Cen. Sartaj Singh, commanding the corps guarding
Kashumir, had of course a close watch maintained along
the line of actual control in Ladakb, but the only report
made to him was of the arrival of a few vehicles bringing
Some 100 people one day in probably routine lurnover
of personnel.

Special Problem

Disappointment with China, added to the setbacks
suffered in the cast, did no good at all to Pakistani
morale. Many Indian formation commanders were
surprised when highly rated Punjab or Baluch regiments
broks off battle without putting up.a determined fight.
The quality of some of these regiments bas pechaps
suffered because of the induction of new recruits with
training of ten weeks or less to make up for men trans-
ferred to the two new divisions Pakistan has raised.

These divisions, the 17th and 33rd, have been built
around a core of regulars reinforced by rescrvists and
raw men drafted from among young men now required
to do compulsory military service.

Pakistan was also faccd with a special problem on
account of the Fast Bengalis in its armed forces. A brigade
in the Lahore sector included four companies of the East
Bengal Regiment. These had not been fielded together
but dispersed among the other batalions of the brigade

to minimise the danger of defections.

Yet the East Bengalis walked across to the Indian
side wherever they could. They made it clear to news-
men that they had neither been captured, nor had they
surrendered. They had only joined friends to be able to
move to Bangla Desh to fight for their own country.

One East Bengali officer, a gunner, drove acrossin his
jeep along with his batman who was also from Bangla
Desh. This was highly risky; the jeep in fact got stuck
in the defensive abstacles, and had to be ririeved by
Indian troops. While he was making this dash to frec-
dom he was in danger of being shot at by both sides.
But mercifully this did not happen. Another East Bengali
officer, a company commander trained for para opera-
tions, changed sides in the Pathankot arca, bringing
iike many others valuable information to his Indian
friends.

Somé West Pakistaci POWs, officers among  them,
have told their Indian- captors that the armed forces
did not want the war hat it was forced on them by the
generals dabbling in politics. But there are also many
staunch and dedicated Pakistanis among the prisoners
who cither maintain_stony silence o blame their
misforcune on alcoholic leaders likc General Yahya.
Prisoners in this cawgory maintain that Pakistan
has not been defeated in the west; only its honour
has been compromised by a cowardly and incompetent
leadership.

“This view is pot (o be dismissed lightly. The fact
remains that Pakistan's strength in the west is largely
intact, particularly in armour. The loss of tanks
docs mot perhaps amount to much more than 15 per
cent of the total strength,  but -attrition in terms of
aircraft is somewhat higher. This no doubt means a
setback but some imaginative Pakistani military plan-
nery may yet hope that their side can achieve a break-
through i a chasen sector on the basis of local tactical
superiority.

Shift In Balance

They may be pitching their hopes o high because
local superiority can scarcely be achieved once India
concentratcs its full strength in the west minus only the
nine: or ten divisions manning the Himalayan fronvier,
Tt is also pertinent to consider the shift in the balance
of power in the air that is bound Lo take place
‘when Tndia concentrates the bulk of its air force in onc
theatre.

Another point hawks in Pakistan should carefully
consider is India’s undoubted ability to withstand the
rigours of a long war. Pakistan is handicapped in a
strategic sense by its lack of depth; 1AF plancs can get
at any target no mattor how far it is in the rear. Pakis-
tan is cven more at a disadvantage because it has very
Timited capability for surviving a cut-off of imports that
the Endian Navy has shown it can bring about,




Battle For Chhamb

vin before Pakistan raided India's forward airficlds
E on the evening of December 3, its tanks and

artillery had begun moving forward in the Bhim-
bac sector adjoining Chhamb.

But Pakistan tries to make out that when it struck at
our airfields, it was only retaliating against Indian
attacks in Sialkot and Lahore sectors in the north, and
in the Rahimyar Khan area in the south. These probes,
allegedly supported by the Indian Air Force, were said
to have been launched shortly after midday.

Nobody has taken thesc protestations seriously. No
general staff in its right senses would launch a strike

Shelling began in Poonch and Chhamb sectors on the
night of December 3, heralding a bid to break into these
refativelyisolated areas west of the Pir Panjal range. Until
a shart time ago, the only access to thesc arcas was by
a road from Jammu which crosses amb  near
Akhnur to proceed through Naushera and Mendhar to
Poonch. Now there is another zoad lying well to the
cear, one of the several alternative fines of communica-
tion Tndia has developed to make sure of uninterrupted
access to vulnerable areas.

across land fronticrs without making a
atlempt 10 neutralise the enemy air force. The onus for
inaking the first move squarely rests with the Pakistan
GHQ, a5 independent  foreign commentators freely
acknowledge.

From the very start, Pakistan dirccted its auention to
Jammu and Kashmir for obvious political reasons. It
‘must have known that it could not expect to make large
vervitorinl gains because of the very strong defences
huilt up by us over the years. But it would have sufficed
General Yahya Khan's purpese if he could take a big
enough nibbie for use as 4 bargaining counter.

T, y ¥ ;,
Enveloping Of

Beginning on the night of December 3, two major
assaults were mounted by Pakistan against Poonch and
Chhamb lying at the two extremes of this front. The
aim may have been to develop an enveloping offensive
Jrom the two ends. But even if this failed, successful
intrusions here would have cnabled Pakistan to push
infiltrators into the rear.

Pakistan’s 26th infantry brigade mounted the attack
on Poonch, the main thrust_coming X
neac the Haji Pir Pass. The forward troops engaged

Indian tanks ar reay for action near Munnawar Tawi river.




our defences around 8.30 p.m. in the open atea to um
cast of the town. Simultaneously, commandos belongi

0 Fakistants Special Services Group mbltrated bohing
our lines in a bid to capture & bridge over Kalni river
ta cut off the road Jeading from Poonch to Riasi. By the
time the battic had fully developed, Pakistan was
employing six or seven battalions, or upwards of two
brigades.

Pakistan’s moves were bold but Indian forces in the
arca stood ready to meet jusl about cvery eventuality.
Over many months they had gone through tactical exer-
cises organised by their cominanders in anticipation of
what Pakistan might attempt, Every major formation
established its own battle school to prescribe tasks and
train men for them. The full valuc of this training was
realised because there was no change of units or com-
‘manders in the preceding months in line with the wishes
of the head of the corps, Lt.-Gen. Sartaj Singh.

The SSG commandos were hit from the air in the
woods below Paonch. But the reason why they soon fied
back behind their own lines was the Failure of the frontal
thrusts. Unable to effect a link-up between the attackers
and the commandos, Pakistan decided that wisdom lay
in pulling out the latter to save them from decimation.
A prisoner of war later confirmed that the commandos
mumbered 200, and were led by & Captain Mumtaz

Second Try

After the first thrusts failed, Pakistan regrouped its
forces for a second try on the night of December g-1o.
The troops were forming up norsh of Poonch, but a
swift blow dispersed thetn before they could be launched.
Around this ume, the IAF was called in to deal with the
cnceny’s main supply base at Kahuta in the foothills.
This towa, meac the Hal Pir Pas, was succeatlly
plastered by Indian bomber

Having beaten the enenty baLk the Jadian formations

a series of counterattacks with the aim of improv-
ing their defeaces. Several posts were captured on the
Hajira-Kotli road, and a bridge on this was destroyed,
At the time of the ceasefire, a dominant position had

been achieved to blunt Pakistan's offensive capability
along this axis leading to Poonch.

The second Pakistani offensive against Chhamb
developed fto the hardest-fought battle on the western
front. According to Lt.-Col. Basharat Ahmed, a POW,
cnomy woops Fad dug hemselves in chis scctor o
months ahead to mount a repeat_performance of the
1565 assaut which had brought Phkistant troops and
armour o within 65 kn of Akbnar, the vial road
junction 35 kra north east of Chhami

Chhamb has always figured in Pam tani designs on
Kashmir hecause of tyaceestibility from acrass the border.
Kharian, the big Pakistani base, is barely 80 km away
as the crow flies. Secondly, the Pakistani Chicken'’s Neck
enclave runs south of the Chhamb-Akhnur axis, cxpos-
ing its flank. From the main Indian defences, access to

Gunners of an Air Defence Regiment (left) wha shot down o Pakistani Sabre (right) in the Chhamb sector.




Chhamb involves crossing two rivers—the Cheaab near
Akhnur and the Munnawar Tawi, 2 km east of Chhamb.

“The first attack here came carly on the night of
December 3, heralded by a heavy artillery barrage.
Two infantry brigades, backed by a regiment of tanks,
headed for Dewa Mandclia, an important hill feature
inside the reascfire line. The attack was held by our
troops who knocked out six enemy tanks in the en-
counter.

The attack was pressed again, as was expected. On
December 5, Pakistan inducted a fresh brigade and
made two massive thrusts which cost it 23 T-59 lanks
ot half a regiment worth. But the cucmy had plenty
punch left; he charged again and again obliging s to
give up Dewa Mandeiia and, a few hours later, Chhamb.
The object of holding him up had however been achieved.
Instead of reaching thc Munnawar Tawi in six hours
as he had planned he tonk 72 hours.

his gave time for the orderly withdrawal of the Indian
brigade “and supporting armour acress the Tawi. As
General Sartaj Singh says, ot one man or tank was fost
in the withdrawal made under cover of heavy atillery
fire and simulated tank movements. At the same time, as
our truups pulled back here, their comrades cficcted the
capture of the 70 square kilometre Chicken’s Neck.
Pabistani rexstarce was Tight, and oue batalion had
sealed the neck in barely theee hours.

Several Attacks

Pakistan was to make over the next six days—from
December 7 1o 12—several further attacks to push us

rther back from the Tawi. By this time he was using
one: division of infantry-two brigades forward and one
in the rear along the 10,000 metre batilcront. He had
brought up more artiliery too.

In the hard fighting that ensued, Pakisan managed
on the night of December g-10 to cstablish @ 2000 sq.
metre bridgehead across the ' General Yahya
Khan, corps commander here in 1965, was said to have
flown in on December 10 10 give his men a pep talk.
On our side, General Candeth, the Army Commander,
flew in on December 51 to study the situation on the
spot, after a fresh Indian brigade had bren brought in.
There was ho mistaking the importance both sides
attached to the outcome of the bardle.

On the night of December 10-11 we mounted & fresh
offensive which pushed the encmy back to the west of
Tawi. By December 12, the front stabilised with
Indian forces dominating the no-man’s land in between

Lance Nalk Padam Bahadur Thapa of 8 Gorkha Rifles, who
had killed three Pakistani soldiars with his khuksi in the Chhamb
ssctor, telking o the Chief of the Army Staff, General
Manekshaw, who is affectionately known to soldiers as “Sam
Bahadur'. Lance Naik Padam Bahadur Thapa presented his
Khuksi to the Genoral when he visited the Chhamb sector.

the forces on- either side. By this time, Pakistan had

centive left therefore io try conclusions again, Bu
just to make sure that he would not, the IAF pounded
his supply lines. Tn one assault on December 12, eight
tons of explosives were dropped over encmy positions at
Burejal, sctting his petrol dumps ablaze and inflicting
other damage. In fact, the favourable outcome owed
a great deal to the stepped up Indian air eflort from
December 8 onwards. The Pakistan air force was
using Mirage, MiG-19, and F-86 aircraft for its sortics,
mounted mostly from closeby airfields such as Murid
in Jhelum district, The Indian response built up to a
point where we had for long spells our interceptors
providing a protective «ir umbrella over the barclefield
to chase away intruders.

Largely Local

In the rest of the Kashmir theatre, the action was
lasgely local and small. The initiative was taken in
almost ail instances by the Indian side with the two-
fold aim of safeguarding the defences of our lines of
communication and of denying the enemy routes
through which he might have launched infiltrators,
But even this limited aim required courage and deter.
mination of a high order, as for instance in the capture
of posts and positions in Kargil at heights of wup to
4,800 metres. * All the actions tookplace at night—the
temperature when the highest point was taken was
minus 17 degrees Centigrade.

‘We are now securely hélding 36 posts in Kargil to deny
Pakistan any opportunity to interfore with the road to
Leh. Likewise, posts have becn occupied in the Lippa
valley south of Tithwal to block infilt towards
Baramula, and in the Uri sector to provent sneaking ineo
Gulmarg.

“There was never any intention of taking over Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, as the Americans bhave soughr to
make out. But had Pakistan refused to heed. Mrs.
Gandhi’s call for peace on December 17, il is quite
clear that our forces would have pushed the ceasefire
line back to make the defences of Kashmir. fool-proof.
For instance, the capturc of the Partapur post in Ladakh
obviously presaged a two-pronged thrust, from here
along the Sheyok valley and from Kargil along (he
Indus to make sure that the northern reaches of Ure 1943
ceasefire linc would be safe from any incursions Jaunched
from Skardu.
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Shakargarh Probe

Nt launched no major offensive in the northe

I wulcrn theatre. dunng the 14-day war, but there was

the making as the ceasefirc came on the night

of Dcwnb« 17. Thu wn the gradually ‘enlarged
probe into the h bulge opposite Pathankot.

- Launched on the night of December 5-6, it culminated

in the biggest tank battle of the war on December 16.

\y began with two initial objectives in mind.

‘The arm
!twmtzdmgunmnndbﬂwrmmfw&cdd’muo{dnc .
road which rups

close

to the border with Pakistan. Secondly, it wanted to

create a diversion to oblige Gen. Tikka Khan'’s Sialkot-
based corpe to move some of its sirength away from

[aneas wizo 7 woud aacis wrip 8y MwsTen

e )

But the probe pushed ahead to the outskirts of Shakar-
B;I'h and Nurkot, and vm.hln striking distance of Zafar-
wal to capture 60 towns and villages spread over 1,000
square dlometres of erritory. It should haxe suprised
followed up with a really

. mwards Bosur, Chawinds and

Phillaura which lic on the outer perimetre of Sialkot's
defences. The jawans had fought through extensive
minefields and crossed rivers and streams to arrive at

one or more additional columns may have been launched

southwards of Jammu to gt at these defences from the
rear had Pakistan chosen to continuc the war.

g Polisan hadvu'ylargefmwml_hugeneml

eq\llvden( of three infantry divisions between the
vi and the Chenab, wgelhcr with its 6th
division and two. inds amd brigades.
Of these, over a division two regiments of

tantry
tanks were directly involved in boldmg the Shakargarh
bulge.
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The Indian assault did not bring into battle any of cur
reserves—whether of infantry or armour. But it left
ﬂlememyguml This prevented him from moving

his armoured division anywhere else, and from committ-
jng amy more of his troops in the battle for Chhamb.
“This was all that India intended to achieve in the defen-
sive war it fought in the north-western theatre.

The has several rivers and streams fowing
through it. Counting east 1o west, there is first the Rawl
running almost along the border at the bottom of the
bulge. Then comes the Bein, foltowed by the me,
the Basantar and the Degh. e terrain close to
border is full of ravines covered with elephant grass.

The probe iato the bulge bcg.n with two prongs

down in a north-south direction between the

20 km inside West Pakistan, whether one approaches it
from cast or north. Zafarwal, about 25 km west
of Shakargarh, it only 10 km south of the border which

runs east (o west he before pushiag (o the north fn the

vicinity of

Third Thrust

A shird thrust was made towsrds Stiakangarh on the
night of December 89 in an east-west direction
hRas Do the diracton of Dinanegee, & town aboat
16 kmm north of Gurdaspur in Punjab.  All three thrusts
were backed up by armour and arullery.

"The captureof Palstani posts o overlooking the Jammu-
Pathaakot road was the first task. This was completed

akistan had almost inexhaustible stock.
The thrust lsaunche:u:!wwn she Karir and die Bein
over 65 km inside on the first night. Tt was
et Then o e forified llagea o Tk, 2o
Deblra which were capturcd on g Voo
The column then swung round to invest the large town
of Sukho Chak, and the Chak Amru rail termin
After these had been captured, the column broke oto
Mauriyal, a railway station immediately norch of
h. At the fime of , the troops were
only 500 metres short of the road linking b
with Zafarwal.

The parillel thrust between the Baantar and the
Karir encountered a vt



advance had trawl tanks available to clear the mine-
fld  But hese bogan to get bogged down n the ol

verbed. roops t oelt o had breaching of the
mines, 'This dclny:d until the carly bours of the next
moraing furher advance. over the bridge our cngincers
had quickly thrown acrass the

Once the advance mfnnkry clements reached the
westemsideofthe Basaniar o push on towaids Zalarwal,
they ran inio two regiments of Pal
was, as ane er put it, a moment of i
our hard-pressed forward clements were quickly rein-
forced as one squadron of Centurion tanks moved in
behind another.  As the battle was later described, our
tank crew withheld firc until the coemy was less than
900 metres way. At hat  raoge, the Centurion’s high
velocity gun proved d

During the night and the next day, December 1516,
45 Patton tanks were desuroyed or damaged; while Todia
lost 15. But some of our tanks retrieved later.
10 cndior aotions in the bulge, the cncmy had lost 35
tanks. In other words, he had to sacrifice almost
regiments of tanks i
Indian probes.

In the battle of December 15-16, the enemy had more
tanks on his side than we could immediately deploy.

lmeost two
in his un.wccasﬁll bid to contain

Ymulmhmuymdumunkmm
decidedly superior in their gunnery and in their ability
;?manoeumldl?;r Centurions around to gain positions
vanuge t docs scem that rigorous training has
yiclded rich dividends.
The Poona Horse, the armoured unit involved in this

very well in 1. well, earning
for itself the estesm of the muny whgﬁgﬂ‘:ardmedmn
as Fakhr-c-Hind, or the pride of

A Neat Move

Even before the cank batle bad coded, the infantry
pressed on towards the Supwal Ditch, an_anti-tank
Shtacle created by Pakistan for the defence of Zafarwal.
This was a neat move to peutralise encmy fire
from nnmcrous pillboxessetup along the ditch by cting
at it from the rear. Two prongs weat forward, th

Madras Regimeat on the right ang the Grenadien o the
left. Lt-Col. W.P. Ghai of the first coluran fell in the
battle; the doctor attending on him, Gaptain Surinder
Nath, was also kilied by an enemy shell. The second
unit lost one officcr and 21_other ranks, but it made the
encmy pay far more beavily. Its g5th Frontier Force

indisn Army field guns firing st Pakistani positions
in the Punjab sactor.




Lt.-Gen. K.P. Candeth, GOC-in-C, Western Command (second from right), looking at a destroyed Pakistani Petton tank. in
the Samba-Pathankot sector.

Rifles Jost go men, including its commanding officer,
Lt.-Col. Raja Mohammed Akram, and two company
commanders.

The thrust mounted from the east on the night of
December 89 crossed the Ravi at a ferry point close to
Dinanagar. It first dealt with 2 number of border

osis. The next evening the town of Nainakot, 10 km
south-cast of Shakargarh, fell to us s arca,
Fukisan had a reinforoed infantry brigade plus onc
regiment aid as elsewhere,
2 these were numcrous dugen postions slong the line
of dofence, But for all this, actical surprise was success:
fully achicved and the enemy pushed back 12 to 25 k.

Pitched Battle

After taking Nainakot, the ladian column bifurcated-—
one moving north-west towards Shakargarh and the
other westwards to Nurkot, another sizable town 20 ki
from Nainakot. The first colunn was involved in a

itched battie with enemy tanks close to the Bein river-
Pedj just east of Shakargarh. ~ As many as 15 Pattons were

ed or damaged. It was in this action that L.
Nayak Iitikar was taken prisonecr; he is a grandson of
undivided Punjab’s prime minister, Sir Sikandar
‘Hayat Khan.

The battle of the Shakargach bulge did not end with
the ceasefire. The enemy mounted three counterattacks
using two brigades and three regiments of armour,
backed up with heavy avtillery shelling, and strikes
from the air. The force cmployed was intended to
achieve a quick decision in his favour, but Indian forces
held their ground.

It

The butile of the bulge continis —according 1o Lt
Singh, the corps commander—the great
1mprav:mem that fus ke place in pur fighing poten,

s since 1085, The sudden expansion afer 1962 b
led inevitably to a dilution of the older oo,
Many of the new recruits had not had adequsie training

before they werc Tannched into Action.
tion was handicapped by the fact that the grouping
together of units into a new corps under Lt.-Gen. Dunn
had barely begun when war broke out.

But there was nothing haphazurd o hurried m our
preparations this time. While General Yahya
was loudly bolding out dire threats, India’s leadclshxy
was quietly preparing to deal with any situation that the
Islamabad junta might create. ‘The result of the care-
ful planning over several months is plain to see in the
outcome in the Shakargarh bulge, asin other theatres.
Pakistan enjoyed in 1965.a marked superiority in the
size of its tank strength, and the number and range of
its artillery. The gap has now been closed. with the
weapons India added to its inventories. In fact, Paki-
stan wouldseem tohave been nverwheimed in this bulge
by the weight and accuracy of Indian artillery.
Indian air power also contributed a great deal to the
success achieved here. Interdiction sorties were moun-
ted to disrupt the flow of suppties from Pasrur to Zafarwal
d from Narowal to Shakargarh. Interceptor air-
crafl were up ia the air 0 head off enemy fighter-bombers
as river crossings were made, while other IAF squadrons
engaged enemy s in the path of our advancing
troops. Lt-Gen. K K Siagh is satisfied that we achieved
local air :upemmy in this sector to give his troops
freedom to push forward,




Capture Of Enclaves

o forces deployed along the ook barder
stretching from- the Thar desert to Gurdas
Punjabls northenmost district, had a twofod role.

The first was to hold the cnemy right at the frontier. The

second was to prevent any through by suitable

anticipatory actions to throw him off balance. Both
postures ially defensive.

For fairly long stretches, rivers provide a-natural
barrier—tbe Ravi north of Amritsar to Gurdaspur, and
the Sutlej between Ferozepore and Fazilka. Pakistan
would bave had fo csabish bridgeheads from which
50 Inonch itelfinto Tudian tercitory n suengthy,  Natu-
rally, the enemy enclaves on our side of the rivers—as
2t Sehira south of Khem Karan -promincatly Sgarcd in
bis caleulations.

‘The three bridges over the rivers along this border at
Dera Baba Nansk, Hussainiwala and Sulemanke were,
of course, prime fargets, Of these, only the one at

Hussainiwala is in Indian territory in our enclave on the
Palistani side of the Sutlej. In one of the carfiest
operations of the war, the enemy lauached an aitack
on this enclave in brigade strength, supported by two
squadrons of tanks. The bridge got damaged Breing
our battalion to withdraw east of the river, But hefore
it did so it knocked out 18 enemy tanks and 11 theee-ton
vehicles.

Of No Tactical Value

The enclave is of no tactical value, unless India wanted
0 use it as a bridgehead for launching an offensive. But
some emotional importance attaches to this tiny piece
of territory because of the Bhagat Singh Memorial across

But since it was exmmmef, difficult to rein-
force the men in the enclave, or replenish their supplies,
there was o choice but to pull out as quickly as possible
to cut our losses.

A decision of this kind, taken without fuss or fuming,
shows the mature approach now adopted on such issues,
The cry that went up after our debacle in 1962 that
India must vot part with even an inch of its territory
reflected the impotent anger of a weak country. * Merci-
fully, this posture has béen quietly discarded. India’s
defences are planned not on the basis of sentiments,
but to win a war in its totality.

Having ‘withdrawn from Husmainiwala, we lost’ no
time in eliminating the nurbg Pakistani bulge around
Schira village.. A part of the bulge is on our side of the
Sutlej, but the village itself i across the river.

There were two reasons for the hurry. In 1965, a
Pakistan armoured brigade was located at Seh]n bo
get into the Khem Karan batde from the rear.
Recosary to deny the enemry anéemppmtumky for -

outflanking move of this kind. ndly, a breakout
from Schjra could have brought Pakistan quickly to the
Harike bridge, a hkde way inside the border, opening
a route to

The attack on p bulge was mounted on the night of

December 56. We went in along the Sutlej bed,
the route used by Pakistan to maintain supplics 1o its
Schjra village is located

this side, but the jawans did just that to take him by
surprise.

Heavy Price

Similar moves to eliminate Pakistani enclaves which
could endanger our defences were made 21l along the
border from Fazilka in the south to Dera Baba Nanak,
60 kmn_north of Amritsar, The hardest fighting took
glace around Fazilka where Pakistan atiempied to

reak out across the bridge at Sulemanke. The attack
was made in brigade strength, but it was held at a moat
laid out between Fazilka and Sulemanke,

At one stage, ‘the enemy succeeded in crossing th
maat to establish a foothold on the Fazilka side but
he was successfully pushed back by a series of counter-
attacks mounted across flat country offering no cover
whatsoever,  Very i
terms of those
25 officers, 19 JCO; and 350 other ranks killed in Lhe
fighting from ~Ganganagar to Gurdaspus, Fazi
acmunknd for 12 oﬁcﬂs, 10 JCOs, and 156 other rlnh
The price was heavy, indeed, but it was worth paying
to scotch what may have dcveloped into a dangerous
enemy thrust.

There were perhaps three other siretches across
which  Pakistan mounted  an
offensive.  One is msher salient, just
north of Attari, the last town on our side of the border




An Indian anillery gun firing across the border gt Sehira in the
Khem Katan sector.

along the Grand Trunk Road running from Amriisar.

to Lahore. The second lics bevween.the border posts
of Fatehpur and Burj, a little further to the north. The
third is the Pakistani enclave at Dera Nanak
across the bridge there.

Plans Foiled

The enemy, aswe now know from POWS’ testimony,
bad plans to launch an attack via Dera Baba Nanak
on the night of December 6-7, but this was foiled by
the capture of the enclave 24 hours earlier by an
Indian brigade in one of the most brilliant actions of
the war. .

The Pakistani enclave was heavily defended. The
two bunds which once carried the railway and the road
are studded with concrete pillboxes and bunkers. The
roof slabs are mearly 60 cm 10 go_om thick: Noshelling,
however accurate or heavy, could bave made any
difference. Even whena shell scored a direct hit on the
top of & pilibox, only the cement got chipped off.

There are also six conarete and heavily camouflaged
positions for mortars, and_eight similar emplacements
1o hide jeep-mounted recoilless guns to deal with tank
thrusts, ~ Concrete communication trenches, totalling
some 640 meters in length, link these positions together
s that supplies can be kept up without break even in
conditions of the most intense i .

Most of the 18 pillboxes had apertares facing both
towards the niver in Pakistan’s rear and Indian territory
opposite, In other words, Pakistan was ready to meet
an attack wherever it came from.,

But the defences proved worthless in the face of the
surprise assault starting just after midnight. After
keeping the enemy guessing by staging several feints in

a0

ent,
’gnl:xi Shankar bas won a well-deserved Maha

the previous 48 hours, one column of troops sneaked in
along the Ravi from the far end of the enclave. The
enemy had no clue of what was happening until our

struck at the core of his defences at the foot of the
bridge. The mortar positions were never used, nor the
lodgement for RCL guns. Indian tanks rolled in with
scarcely ' any opposition.

Luck certainly played its part inasmuch as the enemy's
commander was cither extraordinarily careless or totally
dumbwitted. An Indian commando group had moved
in several hours before the attack to capture one key
point in his defences, but this was probably weated
as an isolated action to be dealt wid .
No effort was made to obtain reinforcements from the
other side of the river. _As a result, the enclave had been
cleared by 4 a.m. on December 6, giving India control
of the bridge: For this fine achievem igadier
Vir
A

Thrown Back

he enemy counterattacked 24 hours lates, and tried
1o get behind Tndian positions but was repulsed. Three
days later, a cautious prabe was mounted by our forces
<o push the cnemy further back from the tiver, A post
was captured, but it could not be held. Our men
were thrown back, and Pakistan blew up the bridge
to prevent further probes.

Pakistan also _mounted the Ranian-
Tnitially, we

attacks on

a high bund which had two spurs converging just short
of the river, This was on the night of December 3.
Three days later we mounted 2 counterattack which
succeeded only because of the sheer grit and courage
our officers and men. Two majors were
killed in the action while leading their companies, On
December 11, a battalion of the Sikh Light Infantry
pushed further forward to capture the Pakistani post
guaeding its enclave and threw the enemy across the
tiver, At one point, our officers called for artillery
shelling while hand-to-band fghting was in progress.
This involved great risk, but it hastened the enemy's
rout. pressure was kept up from the Indian side
until Pulkanjari, the remaining post in Pakistani han:
was wrested back half an hour before the ceasefire.
Ranian; a post directly opposite the Ichhogil village
on the Pakistani side, was the scenc of very heavy fighting.
It was the one point where the cnemy expected to be
able to breach India’s defensive canal ruaning, like
Pakistan's Ichhogil, just along the border. The fit
attacks in battalion strength came on December 3, }
and by December 12 seven more followed. But none
got theough. X
In sum, Pakistan failed to gain & lodgement from
which 1o attempt a breakthrough. But right up to the
ceasefire, we kept a sharp eye open for Pakistan’s first
arme division, It was thought to have moved out
of Multan towards Montgomery, and some elements
of it were later reported to be around Babawalnagar,




PARAM VIR CHAKRA WINNERS

Major Hoshiar Singh 2/, Asun Khetarpal LN, Albert Ekka Plying Officer
- 17 Horse 14 Guards Nirmaljit Singh Sekhon
(posthumous) {posthumous) (posthumous).

opposite Ganganagar in Rajasthuri, But it was never  over the woods, and its bombs did touch off a series of
launched into action. explosions.

LtGen. Navin Rawley, the corps commander,  To Gen. Rawley, it is pacticularly gratifying that is
refuses to speculate what went wrong on the Pakistani  troops had first-raic leaders. The officers personally
side, He does not, however, dismisy the theory that lod the attacks so much so that one or two battaliony
heavy IAF bombing of the wooded arca around lost all four company commanders when they were
Havell, across the border from Fazilka, may have killed or disabled,  This quality leadership has cartainly
succeeded in immobilising part of the armoured been a major factor that contributed to India’s Success
division's strength. The JAF encountered heavy fiak  in the t4-day war

= SO BN T e

Jawans of the Dogra Regiment taking the Tricalour for hoisting on the Dera Baba Nanak bridge.




War In The Desert

e India ané Pakistan were each waiting for the
other to launch a major offensive in the north-
est, they mounted sizable thrusts across the Thar

ahend from the Barmer border to Naya Chor, a town
yome 70 km from the district headquarters at Mirpur
Khas and 150 km from Hydecabad.
Beyond Naya Chor lies Sind's irrigated beltserved by
ommunicaton links. A breakthrough beyond
Kaya Chor would have been indeed a very serious
mmaster for Pakistan, explaining the very tough resistance
it put up here, Feom December 10, when Indian troops
firmt comtacted the town’s outer defences, to the ceascfie
on December 17, fighting raged furiously as both sides
Buile up for a showdown, At the time war ended,
Indian (roops were occupying a position enly 1.5 kut
[rom the town. Most of the arca south of the railway
linc had been sccured to pave the way for a final assault.
Even as the batdle went on in front of Naya Ghor,
another Indian thrust was launched some 150 ka to the
south in the Rann of Kutch urca. The major gain
here was the climination of a bulge into our territory
at the centre of which stood the sub-divisional town of
Nagarparkar, gaiaing us some 375 . km. With this in
the bag, the Tndian column edged northward to join up
with the forces launched from the Barmer border at
Chachro, about midway between the two thrusts.

Left Guessing

Iie forces available on the Pakistani side in southern
Sind included seven batalions of regular troops, two
battalions of auxiliaties, one squadron cach of T-59

cssing whether the thrust to Naya Chor was only a
iversion intcnded to facilitate a bigger and more deter-
mincd push elsewhere.

Pakistan’s fears were reflecied in the strident American
accusations at the United Nations and outside it that
India was aiming at dismembering West Pakistan.
Tt is possible that the drive into Sind was lnvested with
poltical significance because of the paallel between the
%Yiye Sind” autonomist movement and the eatly phases
of Sheilh Mujibur Rahman’s campaign for his six-
point programme. But there was no basis whatsoever
for these forebodings.

Only a limited effort was put into the several probes
in Sind, clearly indicating that India’s aim was only to
‘acqire some real cstate for possible usc as a bargaining
counter in an eventual peace seitlement. e wasin fact
Tndia’s fear that Pakistan would make a big bid o grab
‘parts of Rajasthan for a trade-off against areas it would
{ose in Bangla Desh. The final scenario, as it tumed
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aut,was a very different one, but India can scarcely be
biamed for grabbing a litde femritory s an insurance -
against the uncertainties of war.

The need for this insurance is readily illustrated from
what bappened at Longewala, an outpost t5 km inside
the border and about 130 km north-west of the district
headquarters of Jaisalmer. A Pakistani brigade —
supported by three squadrons, ot onc regiment, of T-59
tanks, and another squadron of Shermans — launched
an atlack here on the night of December 4-

The Indian forces in this salient were taken by sur-

rise. A attack was foresen, but it was thought it
would develop along a different route, - The main
Pakistani basc in the region ¢ Rahimyar Khan, an
important. raibway junction, on the Suklur-Bahawalpur
railway linc linking Sind with Punjab. Moving out of
ar Khan ; Pakistani forces were expected to

push 70 km duc south to Tanot, just inside the border,




and thence to Ramgach, another 50 km away. It was
thought that th thrast might alternatively develop from
Reti, a railway station some 60 km southwards of Rahim-
yar

d move towards the Indian bana.lmn.

The second guess was nearer the mark; the eaemy came
from this general direction but ane party of the columa

made for Longewala while the rest bypassed it o get on
lowxrds Ramgarh, from where Jaisalmer is only 70
km a

ngcwala was hclrl only by a company mmmzndod
‘ The enemy probably oves-
estimated the umngtl\ “d because he need not
have otherwise tricd conclusions here before engaging
1ain target, Ramgarh. As it turned out, a patrol
fmm Longewala got wind of the tanks moving
towards it about 1 am. on ber The
company ‘asked immediately for reinforcements but the
battalion commander, Lt. -Col ‘Mohammad Khurshid
his-reserves before
he knew’ where exactly the enemy would strike. He,
bowever, despatched two recoilless (anti-tank) guns,
just in casc. These arrived at la\%cwah at 3.30 am.
Jbardy half an hour before the Pakistani tank
rolied up.

i *”“LS;«."

inister, Mr, Jagjivan Ram, fooking at ai
Squdr. V.N. Johi, even though it-was

Maj. Kuldip Sipgh descrves fll marks for_ holding
op the encany with the meagre frceathis dieposal. e
was helped by the fact that his company was perched on
T ilodiike sand e The Ao vt c gaincd allowed
the divisional commander, Maj.-Gen. R.F. Kbambata,-
to cll in the TAF. 'The fnt sordis by two Honters
la at 7.0 a.m, hiting at cncmy
after wave of attacks
followed to relieve Longewala and stop the column
advancing with all paible specd towards Ramgarh.

A Close Shave .

Meanwhile, Gen. Khambata had moved both armour
and troops to join the battle. The first reinforcements
arrived around midday and the fest by the cvening.
By the end of the day, 37 tanks had been put out of
action, which meant (hc dcumnuon of almost a whole

nt.  Anti-tank missiles claimed 14, while the
remaining 23 were the LAF.’s

This was a close shave: the fortunes of batile were
turned by timely air support. As it happened, the
F. met with no opposition in the air because the
Pakistan Air Force was too busy elsewhere to back up the
Longewala thrust.

n IAF Tighter sircraft, which wes brought safely'to its base by its pilot,
n thiea places and ona of its wings was on fire,



The battle of Longewala continued for another four
days, while Pakistan vainly tried to regroup its forces
for & renewed attack. Ultimately the shecr weight of
attacks from the air obliged the enemy to fall back.
His vehicles were shot up from the air, with the result
that even an orderly retreal was not possible. And as
the intruders withdrew to, Gubbar, & past on their side
of the barder, and begond it, the Indian army followed in
pursuit with the LAE. stll hitting at them at will.
Eventually, the pursuers were four or six kilometres
acrass the border— posing a threat to the Pakistani
township of Sandh— when the ceasefire brought the
curtain down.

Even while the Longewala battle raged, other Indian
forces made a cautious probe from & point some 4o km
cast. This led to the capture of Islamgarh, t6 km from
the Jaisalmer border, o December 5, and of Bhaikhanc-
wala Khu, 13 km further north. The colourful camel-
borne Jaisalmer Risala launched out on ils own at
another point almost 100 km east of Islamgarh to take
over the border outpast of Bignot. An equally modest
effort was mounted from the Bikaner border o capture
posts at Rukanwala and Salamsar on December 6.

Commando Raid

In Kutch, the action began to yield results when two

osts at Jaleli and Kalibet fell on December 7. The
Fllowing day witnessed a commando raid on Virawah,
some 30 km inside Pakistani territory north of Nn%pr-
parkar. This was the handiwork of a para battalion
used in a ground role; its commander, L1.-Col. Bhawani
Singh, who took over as Maharaja of Jaipur afler his
Tather's death two years ago, received the Maha Vir
Chakra for this action.

Nagarparkas fell on December g. Threo days later
the whole of the Chhad Bet enclave, handed over to
Pakistan under the 1969 setdlement, was back in Indian
hands. By this time, the forces operating from the
Barmer border had taken over Chhotul, a border out-

o5t 100 km south-west of Barmer and 46 kin north-west
Fieawah.

The para battalion led by Lt.-Col. Bhawsni Singh which saw action in the Kutch sectar.

This made it clear that the aim was to link up the two
forces. This was effected, as staled, at Chachro. This
is a town 73 km from Gadra Road, the town on the
Barmer border from which the Naya Chor thrust was
launched. Its peacetime population is some 10,000, of
which only 4,000 Hindus remained behind. The other
towns taken over in the drive to Naya Chor are Gadra,
Pakistani counterpart of Gadra Road, Khimsar, 30 km
to the south-west, and Khokrapar, 20 ki south of Gadra.

A highlight of the operations in this sector was the
laying of ro km of rail track, in replacement of sections
pulled out by Pakistan, to reactivate the link
Naya Char and Munabao, the station oa the Indian
border 40 km west of Gadra Road.  The first rail teaffic
between India and Pakistan since 1965 carried supplies
for our forces ringing Naya Chor!

Valuable Support

This rail link was = real boon to Maj-Gen. R.D.
Anand and his men in a terrain where 20 per ceal of
heeled vehicles never reached their destination as they
got bogged down in the sand. At times, the Indian
Torces had to depend on airdrops for drinking water.

Allthrough the 14 days of war, from the time Gadra
was captured on Decomber 4 fill the end, the LAF.
pravided valuable support, as Lt.-Gen. G.G. Bewoor,
heading Southern Command, had handsomely acknow-
ledged. Fighter-bombers provided close support to
our own traops, while MIG-21 interceptors were on
band tochase cnciny aircraft away - as evidenced by the
dogfights in which one Yakistani M1G-19 was shot down
over Naya Chor on December 10, and three ¥-togs
over Naya Chor and Barmer on December 17.

At the same time, the LAF. carried out sorties well
behind encmy lines to impede the fow of reinforcements
and supplies. For example, an attack was made on the
Mirpur Khas railway yard on December g and on
Sukkur on December 16. Bu in the purposeful use of
air power, there is no parallel in this war for the LA.F.’s
magnificent cffort at Longewala. :

This picture was taken when the




Big Push In

vEN Defore war broke out it was clear that

Pakistan’s bottled up divisions in the east faced

a hopeless situation. Only a fraction of Paki-
stin'’s large inventory of tanks, artillery and aircraft was
deployed in this theatre because the war lords in Islama-
bad preferred ta hold them in reserve for the defence of
their homelnnd in the west,

Pakistan, and indeed the whole world, by surprise.

Wiscr ater the eueat, miliacy commentators sbroad
are now comparing Indian performance in the 14-day
“oar to Hitler's blitseteg. thiomgh France in 1040, Bur
they still miss the crucial political factor which contri-
buted o the succes of the joint Indian, Army. Muki
Bahini copmand under Lt.-Gen. Jagjit Singh Aurora.
The ‘people of Bangla Desh weré wholeheartedly on
India’s side, while Pakistani troops could rely on only
a handful of collaborators. This tlted the balance
against Le.-Gen. A.AK. Niazi ad his army of accupa-
tion vven more heavily.

As Brig. RN, Mishra, who led the victorious Indian
and Mukfi Bahini columns into Dacca, said the Jocal
people helped to speed the advance by making avail-
able boats for the river crossings.  Villagers came for-
ward 1o guide Indian trops makivg cross-country
marches. They provided food and, more important
still, brought invaluable information about enemy

ositions. Many Jives were saved because advancing
Jawans often knew where mineficlds had been laid.

Overriding Factor

All this friendly support accelerated the advance
towards Dﬂzx:a, gaining for India and Bangla Desh
valuable time. ~Speed is important in any wat, but the
averriding consideration before. Gen, Auora’ wss to

low istan’s friends no time to interve on l's
Behalf. What they would actually have Gone s anyone’s
guess, but the fact is that the precipitate wl.la e of
Pakistani_resistance foreclosed the issue. g} 8.
Seventh Fleet was sll a long way off when Indian
toops actepled the surrender of Maj.-Gen. Jamshed
at the gates of Dacca.

Islamabad had from che heginning aimed at fighting
a holding action to dclay Indian advance until inter-
mational pressure ¢ hoped-for Pakistani. successes
in the west compelled New Delhi to opt for a cease-
fire on the 1965 pattern. This is why it had created
& very strong outer line of défence running through
Jessore, Hilli, Dinajpur, Sylhet, Comilla and other
boints along the 2500 km border with India. Shell-
proof bunkers, anti-tank gitches, and deep minefields
were carefully prepared, while adequate supplies and
ammunition wére sjocked up 1o withstand a long sicge.

There was a second line of defence in depth, covering
points on’rivers Indian troops would have to cross on
their way to Dacca. One such was Bhairab Bazar, a
tawn on the Meghna, where a key road-cum-rail bridge

Bangla Desh

on the Dacca-Comilla route is located. This town held
out until the end, although it became militarily unimpor-

tant once it was bypassed. by the Indian army colurmms,
Another such point was Kamarkhalighat on the wide-
flowing Madhumati offering access to Faridpur from
the Jessore side.

Niazi's Confidence

The third line of defence was the triangle around
Dacca formed by the Meghna, Lakhya and Burhi Ganga
rivers. Snme foreign commentators say that plllboxﬂ.

and dug-outs were scattered throughout this
bt it secams thas Gion. Nnas was 85 conbdent of holdmg
Indian thrusts at the border that he had not really got
down to organising Dacca’s defences. This explains
why he decided to surrender without a fight.

Gen. Niazi took aver commaad in Bangla Desh from
Gen. Tikka Khan at the end of August when the
latter was sent back to the west to make room.for a
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A Jawan examines one of the Chinese weapons captured by
Indian troops in Bangla Desh.

civilian Governor, Dr., Abdul Motaleb Malik.” By then,
Islamabad had very nearly completed its build-up of
troops in the east. From 14 baualions in March,
\he mumber had gone up to 35 baitalions of regular
troops supported by four companies of Desert Rangers,
17 tompanies of East Pakistan Civil Armed Forces,
and 22 companies of an industsial security force, These
para-military formations consisted almost wholly of
West Pakistani personnel.

Strength In Tanks

Ry the time war came, these forces were deployed
under five divisional headquarters. The 14th Divie
sion operated out of Dacca, the ggth from Comilla,
the gt tih from Natore, a
cantonment town some 40 km west of Rajshabi. The
36th divisional headquarters under Maj.-Gen. Jamshed
Controlled the para-military formations.

Tn support of the infantry, Tslamabad bad stationed
in the cast almost two squadrons of Sabres, or 23 in
Mumber according to one forcign source. The
strength in_tanks—cither American-built Chaffees or
Walker Bulldogs—was a litile over one regiment. In
ottier words, less than 1o per cent of Pakistan's strength
in combat aircraft, and under 5 per cent of its tank hold-
ings, were deployed in the cast.
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" corridor which links

Also available to Gen. Niazi were six regimeals of
artillery, five mortar batteries and some_ miscellancous
guns, making a total of less than 200 pieces. In
contrast .Gen, Tikka Khan, a5 Commander of a
Corps, used even regiments of actillery in the
small ‘Chhamb sector alone.

Indian and Muki Bahini forces were undoubtedly
superior in cumbers and firepower. Their exact
strength has not been disclosed, but Western correspon-
dents xeporting from Dacca kept saying (on the basis
presumably of information given to them by Pakistani
Sources) that nine Indian divisions pasticipated in the
assault. This_probably ates the actual troops
available to Gen. Aurora for the operation becanse
Eastern Command must bave held back a substantial

art ol its total strength to keep an cyc on the Himalayan
rontier. The passes were, no doubt, covered with
snow, but it would be a mistake to think that a determined.
force would not have got through if it wanted to.

Indian and Mukti Bahini forces were controlled from
three corps headquarters headed by Lt-Gen. T. N.
Raina in the west, Lt.-Gen. Sagat Singh in the cast,
and Lt -Gen. M.L. Thapan in the north. They master-
minded the thrusts launched from the areas assigned
to them, but each of them also had important responsi-
bilities for safeguarding vital but vulnerable arcas lying
ongside o perilously close to the border a3, for ex-
ample, the Calcutta industrial belr, the narrow Siliguri
ssam with the rest of India, and
Tripura’s capital, Agartala. In other words, each
corps had to carmark forces for defence against any
unforescen attack from the Pakistan army.

Exira Equipment

Mont of the teoops available to Eastera Command
elong to mountain divisions. Medium artillery s not
inclided in their normal complement, because & would
impedc their mobility in hilly terrain.. Again, few
bridging platoons—a body of engineers specially trained
and equipped Lo throw bridges across rivers—are needed
in the mountains, 1t was necessary, therefore, to pro-
vide both extra equipment and training to cnable these
divisions to cope with their tasks in Bangla Desh.

Fortunately, Eastern Command set about preparing
for the contingency long hefore th war actually broke
out. 'The writing on the wall became increasingly clear

border incidents multiplicd. There ~were 1,600
instances of shelling or encroachment, and 164 cascs of
sabotage in the eight months from April to November.
oiucily, an. infeastructure was built up_along_the
botder ta provide the logistic base for operations. ~This
had to be done from scratch because few troops were
normally deployed around East Bengal. For instance,
only a battalion was positioned at Agartala.

A greac deal of staff work was done to make sure of
complete co-ordination with Eastern Air Command at
Shillong and Eastern Naval Command at Visakhapat-
nam, with the Border Security Foroe, and finally with the
Mukti Bahini's top echelon consisting of the Comman-
der-in-Chict, Col. M.A.G. Osmani, and his sector
commanders.



When the zero hour came, cvery component of the
composite forces knew what was required of it. The
Indian strategy, as it unfolded, was ta rely as much on
tactical surprisc as on cutting up the cnemy's forces into
isolated pockets fo defeat them more casily. Feinis
organised to mislead the enemy aboul the dircction of
advance often caught him on the wrong foot, as at
Jessore and Comilla.

Minimum Damage

Indian and Mukti Bahini columns cot_theough the
sieck from Balurghat in Weat Bengal to the Brabmaputra
in the east at an early stage to bottle up the cnemy
forces in Dinajpur and Rangpur districts. A similar
thrust from Kamalpur on Lhe Tripura border to Maulvi
Bazar, an important communications centre, mat
sure that troops to the nortl: would not be able to fall
back on Dacea.  Again, the quick advance from sonthern
Tripura to Feni, ‘and thea on to Naokhali completely
isolated the Chitcagong scctor, culting off at the same
time the only possible line of retreat.

The allied Indian-Mukti Bahini command was
predictably anxious to minimise damage to the Bangla
Desh economy. 'This was one reason for avoiding fight-
ing in built-up areas within the cifies. Morcover, the
aim was nat to scize individual cities but to proceed
with the maximum despatch o Dacca to get at
the core of Pakistani defences, This explains why
no attempt was made to rush into heavily defended
citics and towns like Khulna in the souch-west and the
Comilla cantonment in the east. Once these had been

1t was intended from the start 1o use every inducement
10 make Gen. Niazi agrec (o an early surrender.

This gambit worked. Surrender began to be con-
sidered seriously as carly as December 1o, or only after
six days of the war, At that time, however, the Pakistani
command was hoping to be allowed to pull out of Bangla
Desh from agreed points at which it expected the U.S,
Navy to pick up the men for transfer to the west. This
was the plan propased by Maj.-Gen. Rao Farman
Ali, the Number 2 man in the military hierarchy, in
a message on December 10 10 UN. headquarters
in New York via Mr. Paul Marc Henri, chief of U.N.
““East Pakistan” relief operations. Bucas India refuscd
10 look at the proposal, Islamabad quickly declared
that the message “‘said (o have beed sent” by a member
of the Gavernor’s staff was “unauthorised.”

Exceptionally Light

Meccifully, Indian casualtics were exceptionally light
in the Bangla Desh opcrations, although several columns
hiad to wavel 160 km or morc, and overcome many ob.
stacles on the way, to get to Dacca. The losses were
lighter even than in the western theatre although the
war therc was for the most part a defensive action 1o
deay Pakistan any opportunity 10 jatrude inta Indian
tertitory.

Gredit for the superl planning tha made it possible
10 keep losscs down should go to many men operating
from the command headquarters of the three Services
and in the dircclorates of operation in New Dolhi,
‘Bul the man to whom the lion 's share should be given

surrounded, the garrisons were compl
They could be left to be dealt with later.

is Lt-Gen. J.S. Aurora, who was ably
assisted by Maj.-Gen. J.F.R. Jacab, his Chief of Siaff,

Arms abandoned by the Pakisteni army near Khulna




West Of The Padma

aktstaN's military leaders made a serious mis-

P calculation about Indian intentions. They thought

India would not dare overcun Bangla Desh because

the international community would strangly dlsappm\l:

of ‘As Maj.-Gen. Farman Ali, who acted as L. G

Niaai’s principal spokesman, put it to foreign o

ondents in Dacca on November 26, the world would

not “allow” a war.

‘The Pakistani command evidently thought that India
may make only limited thrusts to carve out a chun}
territory and instal the Bangla Desh Govcmmmt on its
own soil. To quote Gen. Farman Ali again, “the
Indian stratcgy is still limited. They aim at caplunng
some territory and turaing it over to the Bangla Desh
people.”

1t was perhaps because of this assessment that a large
part of Gen. Niazi’s strength was positioned right at the
border, or very close to it, Ouce Indian and Muktl
Bahini forces broke through the first line, the cnemy
could not muster cnough forces to stop their onward
march.
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he penalties the Pakistani strategy invited can be
rcadxly Flustrated by the way the bavle developed in
suulh swest Bangla Desh, or the Jessore sector as it came

e called. In this area, sepacated from the rest of the
country by the vide flowing Padma. (local, pame for
the Ganges), P deployed its gth division under
the command of Maj 1Gem. Ansarh, plue a large comple.
ment of para-milifary forces. Before March 1971
Pakistan had only a brigadc in thc arca but it gradually
trebled its strength.

Even before full-scale war broke out on Deacmber 3,
this sector had witnessed a major engagement at Boyra,
80 km north-cast of Calcutta. It began as an artillery
duel on November 21, but soon tanks were brought in
by both sids It sooms the Pakivani sommander
underestimated the strength available on the Indian
side of the border and brashly pushed shead into our
defences, He was allowed 1o come in to give our
forces lying in wait a better opportunity to deal with the
intruders. By the end of the day, the enemy had lost
cight tanks, onc of them a1 a position occupied carlier
by our company commander.

More Disastrous

The Pakistanis were back again the next day in a bid
to retrieve their position. This time they called in the
Sabres to provide support from the air. This engage.
ment proved cven morc

{pords Pakistan bad sacrficeda whole sguadon of tasks
ina skirmish, which left it with only one more

squadan west of the Padma, At Aurora
ammentca Tater, the Palistani commander fought
more by josk than by rei

As tension built up aro\md the Bangla Desh border,
Indian forces organised a series of troop movement
to mislead the enemy about their actual deployment.
En the upper part of the south-western sector, for example,
the impiession was given that Tndin forces wosld n the
event of war launch attacks cherpur towards
Kushtia, or from Shikarpur a Gtk furthes to.the aorh,
Ta suggest the positioning of tanks opposite Meherpur,
irucks without silencers trundicd back and forth.
Troops maving to the actual site from which the thrust
was eventually launched would spend some time oppo-
site Meherpur on the way.

These feints would scem to_ have achieved their
purpose In guining tactical surprise when the move it

angla Desh began on the night of December 3-4.
One thrust was launched from Tungi, about 40 km sourh
of Meherpur, towards Jibannagar and Kotchandpur
along a line running 30 k north of Jessore, and aiming
for the brigade hradquarters at Jhenida. A second
thrust was mousted from Boyra aling huicke tracks 1o
get to the area just orth of Jess

“The. i st was. masiceninded by Maj.Gen
M.S. Brar of the 4th mountain division and the Srcond



A bridge on the Padma destroyed by the retreating Pakistani goldiers.

. Maj-Gen, Dalkic Singh of the oth division, hotk
opcutmg RS iy ke newly set up
corps hoadquarters at Krishusgar, 100 km Sorth o
Calcut

Gen Brar lef, as was (o be g
brigades on the Tndian side of the

ted, one of his three

‘the road into paddy
to get at Jibaunagar from the rear. Having
another feint was staged to give the impression that the
column was moving southeast t essore, _but
in fat it weat north o get astside the road fuaning from
arsana on the border to Kaliganj, half way between
Jersore in the south and Jhenids i the nord
was joined at Utthali, 12 km from Jibannagar.
was ‘another well-prepared_position, intended to ot
2y thrust from Darana, bt in the event, the throst
came not from the west but from due south, along a
Fucha track over which an advance was hardly to be
expected.
o From Usthali,the caluran swrang west o take Dassans
from the on December 4. The enemy
i collapsed ihton e hours; he put in a counter-

attack later but was beaten back. From Darsana, two
choices were open—a move to the north-cast towards
Chuadanga or back again to Utthali to go on to Kot
chandpur, about 25 km cast of Darsana. It was the
second. choice that was adopt

Move Anticipated

The enemy anticipated the move and rushed troops
ahead to black our advance midway between Utthali
and Kotchandpur. Scno\u fighting took place at this
point, close to Suadih village, Once this was cleared,
Kotchandpur offered scarc:ly my re:manoe It was
aaptured at 5 pm. on Decem al Ansari

¢ his men to mke a ﬁgm for n, but they
pu.llad out mevertheless.

From Suadih, one column of the Indian forces pushed

wards across paddy fields i out the 40 km road
enic

rw
battalion strength suy qua
The object was to spm e brigade opcrmmg between
the two points to make it easier to deal with the divided
fm’cu At the same time, another force went cross
try from Kotchandpur to Jhenida. The enemy
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was ékpecting the attack only lzler, he thought our
troops would first move from Kotchandpur to Kali-
anj and then turn north to Jhenida along the Khulna-
fsmre-l{ushna road. He was taken aback when the
troops appeared outside Jhenida; it fell more quickly
n expected. This necessitated the airdropping of

food supplies to the advancing forces.
The ruadb!nck on the Chuadanga-Jherida served its
purpose admirably. The troops to the west, led person-
afly by the Jhenida brigadier, bad no chance to fall
back to Jhenida; the command of the rest of the bngadc
an officer at the divisional

Listle Resistance

As the Jhenida action developed, another column was
moving from Kotchandpur towards Kaliganj, about
20 km further east. This township fell without much
resistance on December 6, the troops retreating further
cast. Once both Jhenida and Kaliganj were goae, the
enemy decided that be could not hold outin Jesore
any longer. He quit on December 7, leaving over 2,000
uloss of ammunition, an almest  wndamaged
aieficld which was later ot to good use by the IAF,
and a fully operational microwave station. Anather

500 ruckloads of ammunition was recovered from ‘the
bngade headquxr(en at Jhenida,

Indian Jawans and Mukti Bshini

jcum'es fate was sealed because Gen. Ansari had
committed his troops for defending the approaches to
the city from the Indian border. Our troops pushing
forward from Boyra across paddy fields engaged the
enemy around a P iobgsic Garibpur, lying between
Chaugacha and _chmrc The well-prepared Pakistani
defences along the main road running from Calcutta
via Benapole to Jessore were never brought into use,
because the Indian column took good care to avoid a
frontal battle. These were indeed formidable defences:
pili-boxes, minchields, and antitank ditches were
arranged along the road in layer after
Onee Jessore fell, the Pakistani troops made a rush
for Khuina. No serious attempt was made to prevent
this Fight because Khulna, Tad s already lost all military
significance. The exit to the sea was effectively blm:ked
the navy from the staft. Later, the nax
landing craft to get roops into Chalna, further down the
Pussur river. This fell on December 10, with the result
¢ the lroops in Khulna were completely hottled up.
They held on till Gen. Niazi's surrender.
With the fall of Jhenida, the Pakistani hn'g:de head-
uarters shifed to Magura, some 30 Jan further cast,
n brigade marched through the night from
Kaliganj o jh:rudx and then on io Magura to arrive
there in the cvening, covering a total Histance of 50 km.
The sheer speed_of the advance unnerved the encmy;
he pulled out of Magura tcn minutes before the first

man advencing in Bangla Desh.



A pile of Pakistani arms captured by Indien troops.

Indisa lements areived.  From Magura, the advancing
oe tonards Kumaskhalighat afer ford
o & river, and thence 1o the Inn of the Madhumati
Once Magura was_taken, Brar brought his
reerve brigade into batte "l e sent it along the 140
Jm-long Jhenida-Kushi By the aficrmoon of
Decembet 16, the colum was at the gates of Kushtia,
and went half way through the 1own when the cnemy
counterattacked, pitting & full squadron of his tanks
against only halfa-squadron of PT.76 accompanying
the Indian brigade. This was a bad blow; substantial
casualties were suffered, and four Indian tanlu were last,
while one Indian officer and g jawan:
prisoner, The brigade fell back io a positlon. outside
the town to wait for reinforcements,

Added Punch

These arrived Fst. Gen. Brar pulled out artillery
and armour as well as some traops from  Magurn, sad
brought them up to Kushtia—covering 8o
over 24 houn. With this added punch, g brigade
broke through into Kushtia on December 11.

4n Kushtia, the enemy had an undesstrength brigade
group, consisting of the resident garrison as well as
troops falling back along the road from Meherpur.
From here they rushed w0 Bheramara, some 30 km west,

to get to the Hardinge Bridge spanning the Padma.
They aimed at gelting across to seck refuge an the other
bank, Our brigade. went in pursuit. The infant
got actoss, but the vehicles and the guns were soll
on the wastern bank when onc span of the key bridge
was blown up.

Massive Crossing

Gen. Brar left 2 brigade to do the mopping up, but
took back everything else to the banks of the Madhumat

With two brigades niow in position there, he attempted
& massive crossing of the river to capture Madhulhali,
the Jast major enemy position before Faridpur. Obe
brigade crossed the river south of Madhukhali to take
the lovnship from the rear, and  another crossed
o' the north 10 push hicn enemy again
incided that e voudd hos Sond v ﬁgh! St outs he tied
1o retreat towards Faridpur but the brigade in_ the rcar
blocked his way. in the ensuing skirgish, the enemy
Jost 121 dead while over 400 were captured.

On the morniag of December 16 word came from Gen.
Ansari that he wanted to surrender. By 3-30 that after.
noon, he had formally daid down arms on the banks of
the Madhumati while the only troops sill holding out
in_this south-western scctor a¢ Khulna did 30 the next
morning.
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Battle For Dacca

o8 the Palistani generals in Dacca, December g—
F the scventh day of the war—marked a decisive
g point. An Indian column had advanced
from ‘Akbaurs. via Brahmanbaria to Asugat), & river
port on the Meghna 80 km north-east of Dacca as
crow fiet, Trie, Meghna had stll to
cossed.  But as the generals were o discover the nest
Gay, plucky helicoptes crews of the Indian Air Foroe
e bl o Terey agrom = whole. brigade, together
with nine guns and other supplies, in a 24-hour
period

Rushed Headlong A

4 scoond column was at Dadkands, another tovn on
the Meghna south south of Asugan aod only 40 i Kilometoes
away Hom Eniering Bangla Desh north of
e b bypased this strongly held divie
sional headquarters and rushed headlong (o Daudkandi
along a 30 Xom-long road. It took, however, the precau-
tion 1o set up a roadblock to the rear of Comila to
preveat the enemy from coming in pursuit,

A thind column was ot Chandpur, further south on
the Meghna and o wajor taging poiat Lo stcamens

tween Dacca and ittagong, Thzs thrust
from the Tripura border,
bypassing Laksbam which fel oaly on Dectmber 16.

These threats from the east’had to be reviewed by the
generals in the light of mc developments in the north
and the west. lovis m the Meghalaya border,
Indian and Mukti Bahini forcts surrounded Jz.mal ur,
45 km inside Bangla Onoe it fell, they would be
launched on the road ludmg to I.he Dacca area via
Tanga:! and Joydevpur. In the west, the cnemy was

alling back slowly to Kamarkhalighat on the Madhu-
mu river. Once the Madbumati was crossed, there
was nothing to stop the advance to Faridpur, the district
to !he south of Dacca across the Padma river. In sum,

:n. Niazi could begin 10 see what was in store for him,

The two siilds in Docca, Tejgson and Kurmitls,
had already heavy dam: Repairs were,
of course, il possible but only i Fihe 1AF ‘stopped*
raids long enough to get the work done.

And to add to Gen. Niazi's discomfiture, the navy's
ships and carrier-borne aircraft were making short work
of port facilitics at Chittagong and Cox's Bazar.
Troop- can'ym% launches and steamers were under
severe attack from the air on the river routes leading
into or out of Dm:; tobnng home therisks of attempt-
ing to «caﬁ;ﬁ » Gen. Farman Al
sent off on =mb=r 10 his munge to the UN suing
for peace.

Bombing Pause
The foreign community was

ing for cvacuati
But it was ot enough fo India to haltaiestikes for -
short period Th

e =
e
2 iroors

ol
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were 50 damaged that New Deihi bad 0 agree to a
24-hour bombing pause to enable Dacca to put them
in operation. Eventually, 350 forcignery left on
December 12 but only after the geaerals had agreed
that outgoing plancs would make 2 balt at Calcutta co
enable India to make absolutely certain that no Paki-
Sianis would eseape from Bangls Desh on these Aights
Meanwhile Indian and Mukti Bahini forces conti-
nued 1o press forward. From Chandpur, a column was
moving northcast (awards Dacca, evidenly 1o lnk up
with the other already at Daudkandi. With the cros-
sing of the Meghna at Asuganj, the foothold across the
river was gradually enlarged as more troops and material
were brought across, some of it on rafts inm
guns were  dismantled to make a_manageable load.
“There was no other choice because the retreating enemy
had blown up the bridge which links Asuganj with
Bhairab Bazar, on the other side of the river. This
was a setback not merely affecting the advance
bul also in a more long-term sense because rail traffic
between Dacca and Chittagong cannot be resumed
until the damage is repaired.

On December 13, the Indian Air Force provided the
logisics for landing  paratroap batalion in the Tangel
area. commander, annu, said later,
hundreds of villagers awistcd in retrieving the cquipment
dropped from the air which included ifs battery of 75




.

mm guns. Th: aradrop was not a sudden decision :
it formed the operational plan from the start.
The object s 10 scctirs bridges and_communication
points in_advance of the arival of the main column
moving in a north-south du-ccuon from Jamalgur,
This was successfully completed. on,
the battalion positioned itsclf astride the Dm
to block the retreat of enemy troops falling back Tom
nor
wmpleung its build-up at a point south of
Bhairab Bazar, the column from the east moved on to
Narsingdi, upmnnﬁ: on the morning_of December
13 This town, 35 km from Dacea, is roughly midway
between Bhairab Bazar and Dacca, With only one
more river to cross, Eastern Command could well claim
that the battlc for Dacca had Even Palistan
Radia began ldmllung um Lhc mumon was “grim”.
Yet Gen. Niazi was correspondents in
Dacca that he would Fighe on 0 the  pitier cod.
“Gentlemen, you will scc my d y, or I will go
> was presumably his answer to Gen.
Manekshaw’s rencwed call for surrender.
As the Indian Army Chief put it, escape o by sea
was no longer open. No assistance conld come from
West Pakistan. Continued resistance would mean the
needless death of many soldicrs. It would at the same
time jeopardisc the Lives of West Pakistani men, women
vnless the Pakistan arm mde over the

far their protection to allied Indian
;nso MukﬁwBahlm wmﬂd in good ume before the
situation went out of hand.

Deceived By Yah‘ya

Gen. Niazi was later to admit that he was deceived
Gen. Yahya Khan. According to a BBC corres-
pondent who talked to the general just before he
surrendered, he had Been told that decisive intervention
The confession

Indian Air Forge transport planes dropping paratroops in the Dacca area-

Narsingdi was
Klex north-cast of Dacca. The forces commg down
south from Jamalpur had Linked up with the pastoop
clements at Tangadl, arching some 70
They next moved on to Joydevpur, another 50 km to
the south-cast, This was “:l‘{urc the [ast big b-nlc was
fought, barely 30 km from Dacca, on December 14,
There were some further skirmishes az advancing
troops wrested control of Tungi, & suburb to km
towards Dacca, and again on the very outskirts of the
city. But these were actions fought by dispirited
whose only object was (0 gain a few hours’ respite ?or
the Dacca garrison. The column from N;
by now o:};; 12 km from Dacca, moving from
north-east after crossing the Lakhya river at Pm ‘points.

Game Is Up

The prisoners taken in these actions included Brig.
Khader Khan, mm-ndm$ the 93cd infantry brigade,
along with twol
paramiliary forces s s
dminis w

With !ndun troaps alsogt breadhing down bis nock,
the Governor, Dr. A. M. Malik, lost his nerve. He
called his “cabinet™ Pl ‘midday on December
14. Indian in got advance  information of
i merting, and it was imediately docided that 1AF
should strike ar Government House exaady at that time.

As foreign correspondents reported from , the air
nurl zth tnr.k S:tnl\gm:nnrlndlhdw

horrowed a correspondent’s ballpoint
pen e s o resigmation. " leatlys the
game was up.

His ministers and senior officials followed suit. ‘They
all rushed to Hotel Intercontinental, declared a
neutral song uoder Red Crost conteol, o take wp

noe. By 2.50 pm. New Delhi recelved a message
Trom the Swiss headquarters of the Red Cross advi
that they had becn adraited 10 the zone in
the Geneva convention, and requesting the Todian asd
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Bangla Desh governments to guarantee their safety.
As an official spokesman said in New Delhi that evening,
“it scems that civil authority in Dacea has abdicated in
Favour of Bangla Desh.”

mber 14 was alo marked by a frantic bid .o
organise the defences of Dacca. Gen. Ninzi transferred
bis hradquarters out of the cantonment into the wni-
versity campus. Immediately a warning was issued
that the vesponsibility for consequent damage
j vilian asset like the university would rest on the
Pakistani occupation forces. The TAF  mounted
sartie after sortie the next day 1o tell Gen. Niazi that he
would be pursuzd wherever he moved.

Rudio Watch

On December 15, a message signed by Gen. Niazi
and witnessrl by Gen, Farman Al was reccived in
New Delhi through the U.S. Embassy offering (o
surrender, provided Pakistani troops were allowed 10
move oul tn agreed points for repatriation  under
newrral auspices. This was the same  proposal that
Gen. Farman Ali had made on December 1o, and was
just a3 unacepuable to Indian and Bangla Desh
awthorities.

n his reply 1o Gen. Niari, Gen. Manekshaw uni-
laterally offered to halt air action till g a.m. an December
16 ta give the beleguered Pakistani command fime (©
think things over. He established a radio watch ta
veceive any message that Gen, Niazi miight scnd.

Tt was only half an hour before the dradiine that
Dacca (ransmitied a mess Gen. Manckshaw
asking for a sixhour extension of the deadline to

hegotiate the detalls of the surrender. At 10 a.m., the
reply accepting thie request was conveyed. Three hours
later, Gen. Jacob fiew into Dacea by a helicopter with
the surrender_terms. At 2.45, the terms had been
initialled by Gen. Niazi to set the stage for the final
signatures at 4.30 p.m.

In the meantime, a battalian of the Indian army had
already entered Dacca at 10.40 am. It just walked
in when it found that the encmy had left an important
bridge on the ouwskirts unguarded, This battalion
accepted shorly thereafier the sarrender of Maj.-G
Mohammad Jammshed, in charge of Dacca’s defences on
this perimeter, Another four Indian and Mukti Bahint
battalions, headed by Gen. Gandharv Nagra, nuarchud
into the city at 3.40 pm. Finally came the surrender
of Gen. Niazi, Gen. Farman Ali and the rest of the
Diacca garrison at a historic ceremony at the race course
grounds amid deafening shouts of ~Joi Bangla™, and
“Jai Hind", as well as other slogans in honour of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and Mzs. Gandhi. were
cascades of Hower petals for the Indian forces, and a
suring of imprecations for Gen. Niazi and his men.

Bul the rejoicing over liberaton was marred when
Dacca citizens discovercd the noxt day the mutilated
bodies of 50 doctors, teachers and lawyers in a brick kiln
compound on the outskirts of the cily, This senseless
atrocity was perpetrated by a secret arganisation,
Al Badr, rearcd by the Pakistan army, only 24 hours
before the surcender.

This act of vengeance epitomid the reign of terror
Pakistan had unleashed since March in the_hope of
cowing down the people of Bangla Desh. But  the
killings only stecled the people’s resolve to be free.

Maj.-Gon. Jamshed of the Pakistan army {cantre) flanked by
Maj.-Gen. Gandharv Nagra (Jeft) and Brig. H.S. Kior after his surrnder.




The historic ceremuny at Gavca Race Course whure Lt.-Gen.

A A K. Ninzi (right) signed the surcender documents and
handed them over o Lt.-Gen. J.S. Aurara, Allied Comniander
Just & day bsfore their surrender Pakistan: soldiers rounded

up nesrly 200 Bangla Desh intellectuals and killed them

brutatty. Their bodies were discovered in a brick-kiln un
tha outskints of Dacca.

Pakistani snldiers walking av.ay after

sufrandering their arms in Daca.




Glory In The Sky

\} /=N Pakistan launched its pre-cmptive strike
the TAF was in a state of total readiness.
only waiting for the word “go”. Forward bases
in both the east and the west had their hangars empty,
and aircraft dispersed in camouflaged pens. Servicing
facilities had been sent underground. Ack-ack guns
were in position, hidden under green and khaki canopies.
There was no question whatsocver of the enemy taking
us by surprise.

Dismal Failure

Tn the cvent Air Marshal Rahim Khan's jets, which
came_over our airfields on the evening of December
3, failed to get any planes on the ground or put any
runways out of commission for more than a couple of
hours, The fact that the [AF resaliated the same night

with 500 sorties, starting immediately after the Prime

Minister's broadcast to the nation, provesthat Pakistan’s
bid to copy IsraeP's crippling swoop on UAR airfieids
i lure.

in 1967 was a dismal Hailur

In the cast, the PAF was virtually pushed out of
skies on the very first day. On December 6, the B
correspondent in Dacca confirmed that “the PAF has
been practically wiped out.” % 2
spokesman in Rawalpindi admitted that the Pakistani
farces were left without air support,

the
B

As the days went by, the intensity of Pakistan's air
operations in the west also declined. On several days
there were no daylight attacks on our airfields. There
was & fall also in the ground support cffort—aireraft
fiying over battleficlds to sustain action by the army.
The PAF fell down even in its defensive role. It would
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otherwise have been impossible for the Indian Navy to
bit at Katachi with such deadly success.

Since Pakistan has a sizable air force manned b
highly erained pilots, the question is why it failed to do
any better.  This i ridale which offcers andl e o
the IAT keep pondering as they look back on the 14-day
war.

One theory is that Air Marshal Rahim, a Bhutto man
as subsequent events have proved, did not have his
heart in the war. Another is that the serviceability of
Pakistani planes was affected by the fact that (he Beagali
maintenance crew, some 1

Or was it that
ft were handicapped by
Tack of spares, following the suspension of Saviet arms
supplies? While the MIG-195 were used fo some extont
in'a ground support tole in Chhamb and Shakargarh

A Gnat of th Indian Air Force which again proved a terror to the Pakistan Air Farce,

sectiony, the IL-28 bombess gifted by Peking failed 1o

wmake an appearance in the war

Best Guess

Whilc « final answer must obviously wait, the best
gguess for the moment is that Air Maishal Rahim was
trying to conserve his stremgth lo cope with a major
Indian offensive into West Pakisian, Pakistani pilots
seemed ta have serict instructions not 10 risk their planes,
explaining why they often broke off an engagement as
soon as it was joined. It also explained why the PAF
did not press its attacks home in the face of ground fire.
On most daylight raids, intruding aircraft would make
just one pass and then head for home, shedding their
bombload wherever they could.




Alr Force technicians arming a fighter aircraft a1 a farward
base.

The order to play safe contrasts with the IAF's readi-
ness to_ accepr, iF neceasary, one-to-one losses, India has

an obvious advantage in having a domestic spply base:
both the Gnats and the Mig-21s are built at home. The
Indo-Sovict pact of August 1971, assuring Saviet support

for India’s security, is another plus factor. It gives
the IAF confidence that it can obtain replace-
ments for its Soviebuilt fleet of SU-y fghter-

Doabers, AN-12 srassports and ML.g helicopters.” The
Pakistanis have no such assurance with regard 1o their
American-huilt Sabres and F-104s. Any bid by Mr.
Nixon to pass o more American equipment, directly
or indirectly, would run into very tough opposition
from the U.S. Congres

Only One Hit

With the PAT cvidently deciding (o pul ity punches
it could scascely achieve striking esults.

base at Bachanbot, only 20 kin from fhe border, was
bombed 36 times by night and six times by day, apart
from vight to ten raids which turned back even before
they got to the target, when they found TAF aircrafc
already in the air waiting for The total damage
done was one hit on the runway by two bombs. The
craters were repaired in 45 minutes!

Tiven during this time, the airfield was able to receive
back its planes then in the air, Angther bomb struck a
hungar, an empty one, while some hits were scorcd on
auxiliary buildings. The total casualties suffered was
onc man seriously injurcd,

Adampur, another major base close to_Jultundur,
veceived 91 air raid warnings (including onc v minutes
after ceaefive].  Ou only three occasions the intruders
came closc enough o attempt bombing but the nearest
a bomh dropped was [0 km away. -

The TAF, on its part, lavached an all-out effort.
Western Air Command flew over 4,000 sorties, and the
eastern 1,978 during the war, making an average of over
420 per day. (One aircraft flying one mission is ane
sortie). The IAF had to put everytbing it had into the
eflort; it took out even its moth-] ballcd fleet of obsolete
Vampices and Mysteres for use in arcas where litde
opposition was expected.

Concentrated Bombing

Helicopters of Eastern Air Command were fitted
with rockets and machineguns for usc in a ground
support tole. Finally, the long-range bombing capa-
bility was augmented by fitiing AN-12 transports for
the task. Thesc slow and ovérsized planes were used
for concentrated bombing of targets like the Changa

anga arca, across the border from Fazilka, where
Pakistan’s first armoured division was_thought to be
lying in wait for a lunge into Punjab, They were alio

used for a strike over Haji Yir Pass, despite the hazards
of flying large aircraft at low altitude through mountain
passcs.

A surface-to-alr guided missile on its launching pad. Taese
missiles proved a great deterrent to Pakistani ar attacks during
the recent war,
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in the castern ector, the 1AB stood by o drop 4 para
batialion erind Jesore, and another at Tangail.
Only the Tangail drop wa actually made, the fist in
the 1AF’s history, while the other became unnecessaty
when troops on the ground pushed ahead Faster than
e Phe 13 helicopters available (0 easiern
command moved a brigade across the Meghna on
December 1o-11. A battalion was lifted to Sylhet on
December 8 fram an improvised helicopter base. 56 k.
away; this was preceded hy rocket atiacks on enemy
positions from 2 helicopter.

Tight Coordination

The [AF was working very closely indeed with the
other two services, with its awn meu posted at command
and corps headquarteys t ensure tight coordination.
In Longewala in Rajasthan and in Chbamb in Kashmi
for cxample, suppart from the air was decisive in hurling
the nonmyback Likewise the TAT Fept (he two 2t
hases near Karachi, Masroor and Drigh Road, heavily
engaged to let the navy have a ga at Pakisian’s destroyers
s hcbour inallations

The JAF's total perfornance. vepresented a combina-
tion of five separate roles. First, it was_delending
Indian air space against enemy intrusions.  The warning
system offered nio help since low-level flights escape radar
rtcction. The TAF had ako 16 provide sccuionally 2
air umbrelia over important targets, with its planes
hovering in the air 10 give chase (o the cnumy. Resi-
dents in Delhi nated, (or instance, Gnats serambling into
the air every few minutes on the aficrncon of December
12 when the Prime Minister addressed a massive rally.
Likewise, an air umbreila cavered the evacuation &f owr
battalion from Hussainiwala when this untenable cnclave
was given up. In the Sakargarh sector, a similar
exercie was. carried out when our tanks were fording
the Basantar and Bein rivers.

Secondly, the TAF was trying to reduce Pakistan's
capability to wage a long drawn-ous war. This was the
reason for its attacks on the storage tanks of the Attock
oil rfinery in the west and the Chittagong refinery in
the east, and o0 a_gas plant at Khairpur, 20 ki south-
west of Sukkar, which pumped Sui'gas morthwards 16

Thirdly, the JAF was plastering troop and tank con-
centrations to prevent the enemy from launching his
offensives. The raid on Changa Manga has already
been mentioned; it formed part of a large search-and-
descroy operation undertaken at the instance of Western
Armiy Command on the night of December 34 to pre-
vent Pakistan from breaking out. “We struck ar any-
thing which_looked suspicious”, as Air Commodore
Lazara - IAF’s liaison” man at Gen. Czndelh s head-
quariers — put it.

Similar assaults from the air were monnted on Kahuta
where the ehemy was orming up to make a renewed bid
to grab Poanch. Heavy raids were kept up along the
whele Punjab front, from the start of the war till the
ceasefire, to hinder the rransfer of troops and equipment
from the rear ta the frant. Some of the marshalling
yards hit in furtherance of the effort were Narowal junc-
tion in the Shakargarh secior, Raiwind, 40 ki sauth-
west of Lahore; Lodhran, 70 km south of Multan,
Rahawalpur, Rahimyar Khan and Hyderabad.

Fourthly, the IAF was providing ground support ta
our own troops by direct intervention at the fronthine to
pound enemy infantry, gun positions, pillboxes, bun-
kers, and tanks. The fevel of such ‘support increas:d
as the war progressed, with the IAF switching more
fis squadrans to this task insicad of the long-range ruids
undertaken at the start against enemy air

Psychological Pressure

Fifthly, the 1AT helped to build up psychological
pressure en Pakistani wnops and sheir commanders in
the cast by bombing vessels in which they were retrcating
from the border towards Daccaand Narayanganj. This
lent added weight to Gen. Manckshaw’s surcender call

India cerainly has an advantage over Pakistan:
it has a bigger and betier equipped air force. But
phuck and grit also playcd 2 big part in making posibie
ihe succes it achieved.  Fiying offcer Nirmalit Singh
Sekbion took off in it Gnat fom Seinagar while
aitfield was undér artack on December L4 from six
Sahres. He downed one and hit anather, but he was
still not satisfied. He chosc to try conchusions with the
remaining Sabies, and went down gallaily. "This won
the Air Foree its first Param Vir Chak

A hangar at Dacea airport after a bombing reid by Indian Air Force jets.




India Rules

1oz-ApMtkaL Muzaffar Hussain, chief of Pakistan’s
VY navy during the war, had high ambitions. The
evening thewacstarted, the U.S.-built submarine,
Ghagh, was snealing up to Visskhapaimam for o pro-
emptive strike simed at the Indian carrier.

Vikrant, . Another of his submarines was on the prowl
in the Bay of Bengal to counter Iridia’s plans to blockade
Bangla Desh ports.

Unfortunately for him, these ambitious plans mis-
fired. The Indian Navy sent both submarines down
to the bottom of the sea, and quickly gained complete
control aver Bangla Desh watcrs. Simultaneously, India’s
western fieet carmied out daring raids on Kaiachi to
eripple the enemy w inflict heavy damage
o’ port installations. By Dectmber 12, Falisian was
yaming ncutzal ships against proecding _towards
Karachi, This was clear acknowledgement that the
Indian Navy had established tactical control over West

akistan walers as well.  Not surprisingly, Vice-Admiral
Muzaffar Hussain has been given the sack by M.
Bhutio.

In contrast, 130 merchant vessels came safel
Indian pdrts duding the war. The stictions i

The Waves

ment of French-built Alize aircraft for anti-submarine
patrol and some Aloucite helicopters.

Dhiring the wn.r, the Vikrani headed a sizable task
force whxch

in the interception of encm shig
ing. Over the rm-gught the war lasted, 7 wickd
a large number of Pakistani m:rchannhips and coastal
oil tankers and interrogated neutral shipping to enforce
contraband control. This became all the more nece-
ssary when Pakistani ships downed their own colours,
and tried to sail away under neutral flags.

Alizes’ Contribution

The carrier, with its 1,500-member erew, evidently
cailed back and forth o keep the encmy guemsing where
the next attack would come from. The Scahawks,
which flew 2 total of 400 sortics, concentrated afier the
first week on gunboats and other craft to undertine
Gen.  Manckshaw’s warning that “certain death” awai-

ted any troops that might try to sneak out. The Alizes
also contributed to this effort; depth charges intended

placed on Indian_shi
mave, wers relaxed once the navy hed botied up the
Pakistani flect in Karach

Principal Task

Kecping the countey’s sea-lanes apen, and choking
off the cnemy’s, constitute the principal task of a navy
in wartime. In this, the Indian Navy achieved a success
few had expected. Iy addition, careier-borne aircraft
lent powerful suppore,to. the Tangla Desh operarions
by careying out nonstop raids on_ ports rom Ka
at one end to the other to bring hom:
o Gen Nisci and His superions in Iamabad thae
escape was out of the question. On two occasions, the
navy carried out landings at Chalna and later at Cox's
Bazar— to hasten the end of the war.

The navy established many firsts in this war. Tn
165, the Vikrant was undergoing repairs a the Mazagon
docks in Bombay, and had therefore no part ta play in
the conflicl. Again, the Navy's landing craft had never
been brought into use. For the submarines and the
missile boats recently acquired Trom. the Soviet Union,
the war provided an eacly opportunity to show their
paces. On December 3, the Phkrant ws quietly lying
in wait in the Andu.man hlanda, some g6o km south
of Cox’s Bazar. By io. e next morning, the
Scahawk fighter-homber squadmn it carried had opened
the account with a raid on Cox's Bazar airfield and
port installations,

The Vikrant started life as a carrier in the British

navy. Purchased in 1957, it was modernised and
eefitted for service in the Indian Navy to join it in 1661,
Apart from the turbo jet Seahawks, it carries a wmple-

for were dropped on gunboats at Mangla
to send them to the bottom.

Perhaps it was an Alize patrol that first detected
an ency submiarin offthe Chidtagong coast on Decenn-

r 45, Since details of this action have not been
Bt by the navy, one can only guess that the alert
from the Alize brought anti-submarine craft converging

Atask force of the Indian western flast off Karachi harbour
The task force played havoc with Pakistani
warships.

on Decamber 5.




on the spot.  Soon after they went into action, signallers
intercepted a distress call “bachao, bachac”. The
next morning an Alize pateol reported tell-tale patches
of oif, indicating that the submarine been sunk.
This would have been a Daphne class submarines, one
of the three Pakistan recently acquired from France.

The Ghazi had been sunk 48 hours eatlier, but the
news was broken to the world on December g,
navy knew hy the morning of December 5 that it had
achieved a kill when two fishermen netted life jackets
with U.S. markings, but it was thought the submarine
may have helonged to another power friendly to Pakistan.
Naval divers were sent down to vestigate, and they
eventually came up with fool-proof evidence, in the
shape of loghooks, that it was the Ghazi down on the
ocean floor.

Technically, the Ghazi was on loan to Pakistan from
the U.S.A. since 1964. It was active in 1965 in the
Arabian Sea, and laid claim tosinking the INS Brakma-
putra (which is however still in service). But the truth
may be that the Ghazi itsclf was hit because it was there-
after in Akara undergoing tcpairs for many months.

A view of tha Ghazi sunk by the Indian Navy off
Visakhapatnam on December 3.

Jt must have moved from the west ta the Bay of Bengal
at least 10 days ahead to get to Visakhapatnam on the
night of December 3-4. An alert patol sported it on
its sonar equipment, a submerged mechanism which
sends out sound waves to get an echo back from metallic
mmasses in its vicinity.  This was even hefare Mis. Gandhi
had made her broadcast accepting Gen. Yahya Khan's
challenge.  Visakhapatnam _sought instructions from
New Delhi to receive the immediate answer that the
intruder should be dealt with at once.

In the west, the Navy opened the actount with its

i Karachi on the night of December 4-5. As

city five hours befare the naval task force showed up
apposite Karachi. There was another massive air raid
to coincide with the naval action. As a result, calls fur
fielp sent out by a maritine reconnaissance aircraft wer'
unanswered: .

The task force under the command of Rear Admir: |
E.C. Kuruvilla was led by the cruiser, INS Mysore, an-:
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Some of the ships damaged by nava! aitcrait when tha Chitts-
gong harbour was bombed.

consisted of several destroyers and frigates with some
Osa class missile boats in tow. So far as is known, the
Indian Navy has six of these Osa class 200-ton boats
which can fire a missile at targets up 1o 24 to 28 km away,
Tiaking them suitable for berh oo hombardment
of the enemy coast as well as his ships

As the task force reached Karachi, getting at one fime
to within 25 km of the shore, it encountered oppasition
from the Pakistani descroyer, Khaiber. The destroyer
received a _direct hit, and was seen breaking
i johan, a sister destroyer,
the Khaiber's cescue, only to receive a knockout blow
itself. Radar soreens monitoring the action showe
that it disintegrated_immediately. A third ship was
also hit, wuching off a tremendous cxplosion.  This
was possibly @ minesweeper.

Covered With Smoke

After this engagement, the task foree headed at high
specd for the harbour. Shortly after midnight, Karachi
residents were thrown info panic by the bombardment
of the port area. Oil storage tanks at Keamari were
hit, the flames rising high into the sky. An evacuce
from Karachi said in Teheran some hours later, “Karachi
harbour is ablaze,” The sky, in fact, remained covered
with smoke for five days. December 6, Pakistan
radio admitted theloss of one destroyer, and reassured ity
listeners that a large number of officers and sailors
begn rescued from the sea.

With two of its five destroyers gone, Pakistan had no
capability left to challenge India on the sea. To drive
the point home, Rear Admiral Kuruvilla mounted a
sceond strike on the night of December 8-g. Taking
along the supply ship, Despak, to refuel at sea, a task
force swept the whole Makran coast and pounded
Karachi again. ' Tt went as far as Jeewani, a small har-
bour oply 24 km east of the [ran border, and
attacked Swadar, 48 km [rom Jeewani and 350 km from
Karachi, 'This was vresumably intended fo get at any
Pakistani naval umis in hiding thgre. i

At Karachi, the force went up to 8 km of the harbour
and stzuck the oil installations again. In the operation,




a British merchant vessel was unfortunately hit, prompt-
ing Mrs. Gandhi to send a message to the British Prime
Minister conveying her decpest regrets and offering to
pay compensation. During this raig, cncmy aircraft
tried to get at the task force but were unable o hit any
naval unit.

While the task force was returning from this action,
a Pakistani submarine got on its tail. The ant
marine frigate, Khukri, went (o deal with it. In the
resultant action, it was hit by three torpedoes and sank
in less than three minutes. ‘There was no_confusion or

anic on the part of Captain Mahendra Nath Mulla.

Hie ordeced. Ris men to- abandon ship. supervising the
details when he went down with the frigate in the best
naval tradition. This and one naval aitcraft were the
only losses of any consequence the navy suffere
during the war.

Pakistanclaimed that it had sunk one of our submarines,
An aticmpt to do so may have been made while the subs
were prowling along the west Paldstan coast to discourage
the enemy fram pulting bis naval or merchant ships ont
to sea, but it did not succeed. ~ All units of the Indian
Navy’s submarine squadron are in fine shape at their
base in Visakhapatnam.

i,
anti-sub-

In extenuation of what India did to its navy, Pakistan
came out with the story that Soviet personnel were
rticipating in the operations. A circular telegram
om Islamabad asking its foreign missions to publicisc
the charge also referred 10 the mysterious presence of a
ussian trawler in_the Bay of Bengal when the Indian
Navy was mining the approaches to Bangal Desh ports,
and to Russian submarines prowling in the Arabian Sea,
Whether these units were there or not, they had nothing
to do with India’s war with Pakistan. ~The success of the
Indian Navy was all its own handiwark. -

Proud Moment

It was & proud moment indeed when Rear Admiral
Shasifl, Chief of Pakistan’s Eastern Naval Command,
walked up to Vice-Admiral N, Krishnan, his Indian
counterpart, and said to him: “Admiral Krishnan, sir,
scon 1 will be disarmed, Your Navy fought magni-
ficently and had cornered us everywhere. There is no
ane I would ke o surrender my arms to other than
the Commander-in-Chief of the Eastern Floct.”

Ships of the western fleet replenishing while sailing at high speed before gaing in far action off Karachi.




The British Prime Minister, Mr, Edward Hesth, opens the car door for Sh
Mujibus Rehman outside 10, Downing Strast, London, after their talks

Sheikh Muijibur Rahman and Prime Minister Indira Gandi
on his asrival in Delhi from London.

Sheikh Mujibus Rahman being taken in @ triumphal procss-
sion after his arivel in Dacca.

e
Sholkh Mujibur Rahman sians the oath of office in Dacca
making nim Prime Minister of Bangla Desh. With him is the
new Prasident, Mr, Abu Syed Chowdury.

Lt. Sheikh Kamal, son of Shaikh Muiibur Rahman,
embracing his mother atter the liberatian of Dacca.




Mujib Takes Over Reins

s the war cnded with Gen. Yahya Khan's accep-
A e o Ladias unilatecal ceaseie offer, a message
went from Islamabad to Mr. Bhutto, then in New
York for Security Council meetings, asking him to rush
home. Public indignation over an’

humiliation had unnerved the genceals.  F
coup by yousger offcers, the junta quickly decided 1n
0 Mr. Bhuitu on the strength of the

g
¥

Pakistan in the December r970 election.
Islanibad on December 20 to be immediately sworn in
as President and Chicl Mactial Law Adminiscrator.

Picking up the picces of 4 shattered oy Mr.
Bhutto made a desperaic bid to vpen a dialogue witl
Sheikh Mujibur Rabman e took tie Shei i o of
the Mianwali_prison, countermanding abya's
execution mrder, and put hity in “protective custody”
in a bungatow in  Rawalpindi, Over o lornight, between
Devember 26 and the Sheikh™s dramatic journey to
London as fice pian ou Jamuary 8, there wore several
rounds. of talks centred on (e theme that 2 predomi-
nanm Mustin Baogia Desh should, in i own interests,
¢ arrangement hawever loose 1o preserve:
e vancept of Pakostan

Tumaltuous Chunges

B the Shekl reused i omnit il cven thovgh
be hardly of the wrnlivows chianges that had
taken place since s arvcsd on the Fatcful

Bliuito was now faced with a dilenn
i e o B e diy xumgmm
the ovcznmcnt of the a: g
Iegitimacy. o bold hir huck in the hope of strik-
ing 4 baigain “night only ke for wmore bite
ln the end, Mr. Bhutto clone wisely to set the h)wlkh

- (IST).0n Januany B, Me. Bhutto cscorted
chc Sheikh to the airport aud pui bim on board a sprcial
PIA Bocing.  The news reached Delhi and Dacea later
thI day |ha| the Sheikli way heing taken to an undis:

Both capitals waited with bated

closed destination.
Tceath il & Rash (rom 1 onikon announced his artival
there just after midday. Befire the eveuiug was out,
the Shicikh bad spoken on the- tlephonc 1o Mers. Gandbi,
then visiting Lucknow, and -cocpied an invitation to

make a bricl halt i Delhi-on his way © Dacea.

Op Sunday, January 9. he started for home in an
RAF Comet placed at his disproal by the British Govern-
ment and landed in Delhi 11 a warm and wmultous
welcowc. ‘The President aud the Prime Minister were
on hand (o greet him. A fow hours later he reached
Dacca where a million pmph , dancing and surging with
joy, rcceived him. He was taken in a triumphal proces-
sion 1o the historic Race Coutw where the Bangabandhu
delivered his final repl Blitio when be made it
Chear that there could be s Ik hetwoen Bangla Dish
and Pakistan.

The Sheikh immediately wot <luwn to the task of giving

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman sobbing at the Awami Lvague office
in Dacea while listening to accaunts of atracities committed
by the Pakistan army in 8angls Desh.

stability 10 th s State born out of so much suffering
and travail, Within two days he proclaimed a provi-
sional ‘constitutional order plumping for a parliamentary
foum of governmeat.  He took over as Prime Minister
afier stepping dovn as Prosident which office went to
Mr. Abu Sycd: Chowdhury,  farmer judge.

Sense Of Security

The Sheikh also set in motion the process of constitu-
tiop-making when he announced that all. members
elected to the narional and provincial assemblies would
constitute the constitucnt asser e next turned his
ttention o (he restoration of a sense of security i che
country. Putting his prestige behind his appeal
ordered all Mok Babitd men 1o survendes Gobe
By and large there has been comgpliance with 18

All these steps have served 1o convinee the world that
Bangla Desh fas comc o stay a5 a viable State, In
sphte of Mr. Bhug’s dhreats sevral countries hav

ognised the new State and it will not be long before
it ke its sightal ‘place in the community of nations.
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Bhutto’s Limited Options

TTARILY, it will make no sense for Pakistan to
opt for another round of fighting. The
against it are. now longer than on December 3.

Mr. Bhutto s not eut out 10 be a moderate. He is
also & prisoner of his own past. But in the new situation
it is his right-wing rivals like Jamat-c-lslami who have
vaken up his cry for permanent confrontation with
India, while he says be wants a dialogue with India ta
settle all outstanding disputes.

it is possible that he and his senior military advisers
realise that another trial of strength would be fraught
with the gravest risk for Pakistan. They know that
India would now be able to field up to 18 divisions in the
west_without drawing an the tronps deployed on the
northern frontier. This would give India a clear edge
in terms of manpower, making for a completely different
situation from thatof September 1985 or December 197+
when the two sides were pretty evenly matc

Despite the losses suffered in the 14-day war, sz.s.
tan's_armour remains largely intact,  But two factors
are likely to cool the ardour of its tank commanders.
Tirst, India’s advantage of larger tank hoidings will make
iwsell’ felt much sooner in a onc-front war. Secondly,
Pakistan can scarcely be happy with the quality of the
Chincse-built T-59 tanks which form (he core of many
of its armourcd regiments.

Pakistan’s air force has suffered a_crippling blow
already. The entire fieet of F-104 Starfighters has been
Sccoumid for by the 1A, The sight Subre squadrons
have taken heavy losses, With this diminished strength,
Pakistan can hardly wish 1o try conclusions again.

The Pakistan Navy is now in a shambles. Wich only
three destroyers, two frigates and two submarines left,
it will have a hard tme coping with the challenge if
Tndlia applics its full strength 1o the west. Karachi
Pakista's only port, will be under blockade right Trom
the. st

ln sum, Pakistan cannot risk another gamble unless it
is fairly sure (hat it can bring in an outside power
help redress the balance. Mr. Bhutto lays claim to 2
special rapport with the leaders in Peking, but this may
be of little value in practice. Nothing short of a
full-scale invasion across the Himalayas will suffice to

Prasident Shutto

bail out Pakistan. But it is extromely unlikely that
China will wish to go that far.

Sconer or later, Pakistan will have to face the fact
that it is only half the country it was, and trim its military
ambitions accordingly. Defence accounted for 57. 5
per cent of its central budget in 1971-72. Now that it
will receive no revenue from its eastern wing, a defence
budget of this order will swallow up over 80 per rent of
its national revenues. No government can bear such a
burden. Again, the nation’s forcign exchange earnings
are now halved, steeply raising the share preempted by
debt service.

As time goes on, Mr. Bhutto will have no choice but
to cut Pakistan's war machine down to size, The
impressive victory his party won in the 1070 election
awed a good deal to the promises he held out to the
deprived segments of the population. He has to make
some eflort (o redeem these pledges if he is o consolidate
his position within the canntry.

As one can see, he is trying Lo get his countrymen to
accept the new realities. Flis position on Bangla Desh
now is, ironically enough, the same as that of the Awami
League. before March 25. The original concept of
Palastan, as defined in the Muslim League resolution
of 1940, was that it would consist of “independent states™
carved out of the Muslim majority areas of the sub-
continent. Mr. Bhutto’s heavy emphasis on the Muslin
character of East Bengal is a plca to Sheikh Mujib to
overlook the killings of miltions of Bengalis and the up-
rooting of many more and accept some kind of a link
with West Pakmlan, no matter how insubstantial. The
reason for this desperate effort to erect a facade of Is-
lamic sohdaruy is Khn[ the raison d’etre of Pakistan, as
conceived by its founders, collapses with the rejection

of Mr. Jinnah's theory by Bangla Desh,

The rightists are busy :Iuaung 4 new myth
that Pakisian was ot defease lndxa but betrayed
by its drunken generals. Had' t ey held out only a
few days more, Four frlcnds—spcc.\ally China—would
have surcly intervened.” Urdu newspaper i
Delieved 1o have suggested that “the wretched sulersh
had been houghs over by the enemy through various
allurements_including huge sums of cash in foreign
countries. These myths are undemandably popular
among hot-blooded junior officers. Mr. Bhutto, as
clever a politician as any, has decided that the only
way he can prevent 3 total collapse of the morale of
the country, as as the armed forces, is (o shrow the
whale blame for :h,e military debacle on the \’Ahya
coterie,

This is why he has sacked some 20 generals. Al prin-
cipal stafl omcus at A rmy Headquarters— except for
the new C-in-C, Li . Gul Hassan—stand dismissed.
He has also got e or four lieutenant-generals serving
as governors, two others heading corps, and some eight
major-generals and many more brigadicrs. 'The navy
has lost its chief, two rear-admirals, and two commo-
dores. But the air force—led by Mr, Bhutto’s friend,
Air Marshal Rahim Khan—has escaped unscathed.



Dec. 3¢

Dec. 5:

The War——Day by Day

Pakisani fighter planes launch pre-cmptive
rikes on a number of Indian airfields —
Aot Avantpur, Ambala, Agra, Jodh-

pur, Pathankot, Srinagar and Utta

bul cause litdle damage. A the same nme,
Pakistan launches hcavy ground attacks at
4 number of points all along the western
border, including Sulemanke, Khem Karan,
Chhamb and Poonch.

The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, the Defence Minister, Mr. Jagiivan
Ram, and the Finance Minister, Mr. Y.B.
Chavan, rush back to the Capital.
gency meting of the cabinct decides to put
the country on war footing. The President
proclaims state of emergency.

The Indian Air Force goes into action,
launching_retaliatory strikes on Chanderi,
Shorkot, Sargodha, Murid, Mianwali, Mas-
roor (near Karachi), Risalwala (near Rawal-
pindi) and Changa Manga (near Lahore).
Pakistan_says it is in a state of war_with
India. Indian troops cross into Bangla Desh.
“The castern and western flects of the Yndian

Navy go inio action.
the first day’s fighting, Pakistan loses
33 planes, either shot down or destroyed on
the ground, Thesc includc three Mirages,
two F-104 Starfighters, 19 Sabres, five Bus7
bombers, three light air observation aircraft
and one transport plane.

Twelve Pakistani tanks are destroyed,
six i the ¥eregepore sctor and an cqual
number near mb.

Two Pakistani g\mboms are sunk and a
merchant vessel is caplured in the Arabian
Sea. IAF planes desroy six powerboats
and damage another

s s a ol o 13 planes, 11 in the
west and (wo over Bangla Desh.

The U.N. Sccurity Councl meets in
emergency session to consider the “deteriora-
ting situation which hasled to armed  clashes
between India and Pakistan.”

In concert with the Mukti Bahini, Indian
forces liberate some tecritory in Bangla Desh.

Pakistan launches a major thrust, sup-

Dec. 6:

Dec. 7:

ted by amour, at Longewala. 'The
Sltack is vepulsed.

TPakistani
beaten back,

A task force of the Indian Navy, in
a bold attack on Karachi harbour, sends
to the battom (wo Pakistani destroyers,
the Khaiber and the Shahjchan. Hacbour
instaliations ate pounded,

In avother operation in the Bay of
Bengal, the Tndian Navy sinks an enemy
submarine  and launches round-the-clock
bombardment of the ports of Chitlagong
and Cox’s Bazar in the east, Indian Naval
planes pound targets in Khulpa, Chalna
and Mangla ports, Chitlagong airfield and
military Hotatlasions mearby.

Approximately two brigades of Pakistani

troops, supported ﬁy an armoured regiment,
launch atiack on Indian positions in the
sector.

attack near Poonch is

Tn the Security Council, the Soviet
Union vetoes an American resolution calling
for immediate end to hostilitics and_with-

drawal of foxces fram cach other’s terriory.
Indian forces evacuate Chhamb in the face
of relentless enemy pressure.

lo the eastern sector, Indian forces
capture Teni and Hilli. Other gains include
Nawabganj, 32 km south of Rangpur, and
Jaintiapur in the north-casiern comner of
Sylhet district.  Sultanpur, on the route
from Akhaura to Brahmanbaria, is also
captured.

The Prime Ministex announces in Pac-
liament_recognition of Gana Prajatantriya
RBangla Dsh. >

Pakistan breaks off diplomatic relations
with India.
Jpmsore s iberated by Indian forces. In
he same seclor, the vital communication
conteeof Jhenida falls while the captare of
Meherpur opens the way to Chuadanga and
Kushtia. The smaller towns of Sarsa and
Mancharpur ate liberated. ~Labnonithat air-
field is capturcd by Indian forccs. Indian
troops free Sylhet and Maulvi Bazar afier
landing by helicopter.




Dec. B:

Der. g:

Dec. 101

Dec. 111

Dec. 12:
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In Kashmit, an area east of Chhamh,
known as_“Chicken’s Neck” is occupicd
by Indian forces. ~ An Indian thrust towards
Smlkm cuts 19 km deep into Pakistani terti

"I Sind, Tndian troops make decp in-
roads in Barmer sector. In Kutch, the past
of Joel and"Kaicbaig, as aso Chbad Bet,
are” aptureg

The US.A. and others take the jssue to
the General Assembly under the
for Peace”, resolution. The Assembly calls
for ceascfire and withdrawal of troops.
Comilla and Brahmanbaria are captured
placing the catire sector opposite Tripura
under Indian control.  Indian forces advance
towards the river poris of Chandpur and

audkandi. liberating Elliotgar;.
On the westrra front, Indian. troops
capture an area of 2,070 square km in the
Baymer seetor. . Furthe south, in Kutch, 2
commando raid towards Vizawal is launched.
 the north-west, Indian Jorces capture
Takhtpur, 16 km north-cast of Dera Baba
Nansk Two posts near Kargil arcabio taken.
Bhutan rccognises Bangla De:
Indian Navy goes into action oﬂ' Karachi
again, destroying three more Pakistani war-
ships, doubling the encmy’s losses. The
sinking of the Ghazi on the night of Decem-
cr 8 iy announco

Ty he east, che \hnc siver ports of Chand-
pur, Daudkandi and Ashuganj are e occupicd.

Jemaipur in Syther distrct s sursoanged,
First signs of Pakistani cmrk-npnvmlnhlr
a M», Gor message

tothe U.N, suing for peace. Islamabad coun-
termands message.

Tn the west, Nagarpackar in Sind is
captured. In Kashmir, ninc Pakistani posis
in the Kargil scotor are t
Indian forces cross the Meghna river and arc
in a position to launch an assault on Dacca.

In the west Indian forces fall back in the
Chhamb scetor.

T Kutch, Vingor and Virawah fail to
Indian froces.

Indian forces capture a string of important
towns—Jamalpur, Mymensingh, Chandpur
and Hilli—in Bangla Desh.

Tn the west, Indian forecs, counter-attack-
ingin the CRhamb ector, cross the Munnawar

awi tiver, holding its western hanl

Pakistani losses in planes and tanks now
stand at 77 and 141, respectively.

The war oflieration in Bangla Desh moves
to a climax. The hattle for Dacea is about
Indian pammmps land in the

In the west, at the northern and southern
sremes, Lhe Kargil scetor is virtually swepr
clean of Pakistani troops. In Chbamb, a
Actermined enemy thuss i repulsed

Dec. 13:

Dec. 14:

Dec. 15:

Dee, 16:

Dec. 17:

Enemy gunboat sunk in the Bay of Bengal.

Pakistan’s naval losses now stand at 16 gun.
boats, (hree warships and two submarines.
India Joses the frigate,  Khukr, in the
Arabian Sea.
With all eyes turned towards Dacca, there is
a virtual lull on other fronts in the cast as
well as in the west, India’s largest gains are
in enemy tanks, 14 of which are knocked out
in the previous 24 hours. One more has been
taken intact.

The nuclear-powered American aircraft
carricr, Enterprise, and a Seventh Fleet task
Force of several ships and dustroyers leave
Viet Nam waters and head for the Bay of
Bengal.

Indian forces contact Pakistani defences in
Daca for the first time. Two Indian pincers
take Tangail, Joydevpur and Tungi beforc
closing in on the Bangla Desh capital. A
third prong from Narsingdi advances
within g lun of Dacca. Chittagong harbour,
pounded by Indian naval ships, 35 ablaze.

Meanwhile, the civilian Governor, Dr.
A.M. Malik, quits his post and along with his
family takes rofuge in Hotel in
nental which has been declared a neutral
zone by the International Red Cross. Top
officials of Jslamabad's regime in Bangla
Desh resign en masse and follow suit.

In the west, Indian thrusts in the Shuhr-
ferh region vesult in the seizure sq.

of Pakistani territory. In Sind, S ndinn
forces gain control of the area south of the
railway track in the battle for Naya Chor.

The Soviet Union kills yet another Ameri-
can move in the Sccurity Council seeking to
call upon India to accept an immediate
ceasefire and wnlhdrawnl of its forces from
““Pakistani territory.”

Tndian infantry columns enter Dacca. Mean-
while the U.8. Seventh Fleet's task force heads
towards the coast of Bangla Japanese
sources yeport from Tokyo That 2 Sovier
missile frigate and a battleship have passed
througl Tsushima Strails and are prcsumlbly
heading towards the Indian Ocean.

Gen. AAK, Niazi, commander of lhc
Pakistani forces in Bangla Desh, offers a
ceasefire.  But Gen, Sam Manebhaw, Chief
of Staff of the Indian Army, demands comp-
Iete surrender by g a.m. the following day.
Gen. Niazi surrenders unconditionally, and
India declares a unilatcral ceasefire on the
western front, The instrument of surrender
is signed m Dacca by Gen. Niazi and Lt~
Gen. Jagjil Singh Arora, allied commander.

Pakmam thrust in the Pathankot-Samba
scctor, backed up by armour, makes no
headway,

Pakistan accepts India’s ceascfire offer, and
fighting on the western front also  stops.



The Final Tally of War

Defence Minister, Mr Jagjioan Ram, gave *

E
1 this final tally of the 1 war in the coutse
of a{vitakmmtj ;n%mﬁmm'zn December 18

Indian troops along with the Mukti Bahini liberated
Bangla Desh inhabited by 75 million people.

On the western front our troaps occupied nearly 50 posts
in the Kargil, Gurais and Uri sectors. In the Tilhwal
wrea @ substantial part of the Lippa Valley came into
our hands. Some commanding heights were iaken in
the Poonch-Rajouri-Naushera_ sector.

The whole of the. Chicken Neck’s salient near
Akhnar and a large area in the Shakargarh-Zafanval
salient were wrested from the enemy. The Pakistani
enslave af Dera Baba Nanak was taken.

Several posts were c:ihmd on the border streiching
from Dera Baba Nanak to Fazilka.

In the Bikaner seclor, Rukanpur, Rankal and
Bijnot were captured. In the adjacent Jaisalmer
seclor our troops were between 6 and 12 km inside
Pakistani territory.

The big thrust in the Barmer area gave us effective
control right up to Umarkot and Naya Chor, 45 km
inside Sind.

In Kutch o number of posis including Chad Bet
were taken, and the entire Nagarparkar bulge was in
our kands. :

Against this impressive list of gains, Pakistan
could seize only a small area in Chhamb, an enclave
near Hussainiwala, and a lodgement in the Fazilka
area.

Pakistan lost 94 aircraft, 246 tanks, two destroyers,
two submarines, two minesweepers and 16 gunboats.
Indian losses totalled 45 planes, 73 tanks and one

Jrigate.
Nearly 93,000 prisoners were iaken in Bangla
esh.

India lost 1,047 soldiers dead, 3,047 wounded and
89 missing in Bangla Desh. On the western front
our losses amounted to 1,426 killed, 3,611 wounded
and 2,149 missing. Pakistan has not yet. announcod
its casualties. “



