MOVIE REVIEW:�By Eric Hiers





FREDDY VS. JASON


2003/***/Nightmare 3 out of  8; Friday 1 out of 11





	It has been seventeen years since a film pitting A Nightmare On Elm Street's dream stalker, Freddy Krueger against Friday the 13th's goalie from Hell, Jason Voorhees, was proposed.  But distribution rights and a lack of a decent script kept this match up from ever happening.  Finally, it has come and it has been worth the wait.  


	It has been four years since the events of Freddy's Dead and the parents and police force of Springwood are making sure Freddy stays dead by erasing evidence of his existence and drugging the teens with hypnocil.  If they don't remember Freddy, they can't fear him, and if they don't fear him, he is powerless.  So Freddy brings Jason back and tells him, in the guise of Jason's mother (not Betsy Palmer, sadly), to go to Elm Street and raise Hell.  By murdering the Elm Street kids, Jason will be inflicting fear into them, causing to them to remember Freddy.  So off Jason goes, and one by one Jason slaughters them and brings back Freddy.  But soon Jason begins hogging all carnage and Freddy must put Jason back in his place.  


	The film is mostly a Nightmare film, but it is the ultimate Jason film.  Ken Kinzinger is a great Jason.  I did not miss Kane Hodder one bit.  To tell you the truth, I had grown tired of Kane playing Jason.  The acting was okay.  Monica Keena (of Dawson's Creek fame) and Jason Ritter (John Ritter's son) were good in their roles.  Kelly Rowland began the film as a very annoying-Brandy-I Still Know What You Did Last Summer type, but by the middle of the film, she had grown into a very likeable character.  Lochlyn Munro (Scary Movie, Dead Man On Campus) for once in his career gets a decent part and shows that he play a likeable guy.  Robert Englund, of course, is great as Freddy.  This time, he plays the character kind of as a blend of the old Nightmare on Elm Street Freddy (mainly Pts. 1 and 2) with the New Nightmare Freddy.  


	I loved the fights with Freddy and Jason.  I also loved that they showed Freddy pre-dream demon and Jason's childhood.  True, Freddy's Dead showed Freddy's road to being the King of the Nightmare World, but it did not show him exactly kill a child (it is nothing graphic, but it is still shown) or how perverse he was.  Jason's origin has never believed to have drowned and that the consulars were off having sex, instead of watching Jason, but it has never been shown on film or proven.  Well, we see in Jason's dreams what really happened.  There was a little more to it and it really makes Jason the sympathetic anti-hero of the two slashers, even though he does some ghastly murders.  


	The film was great.  It is not going to be a film everyone loves.  It is not a commercial film.  It is a film for the fans.  Only the fans of the Nightmares and Fridays or of horror films will think this film is great.  If you expect to see this big great plot driven A-Movie, then you will be disappointed.  That's not what these films are about.  But if you want to see a fun film (a far fetched concept, I know, but it can be done), some cool deaths (a lot which will make you yell- DAMN!! ala Chris Tucker in Friday) and a kick ass fight that rivals The Burly Brawl in The Matrix Reloaded, then you will love this film.  Who knows, maybe it could attract some new fans to the serieses and genre.�


