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Turkey

When looking at countries such as Turkey and trying to determine how Democratic the country is, you must first break down many of the events and happenings in the country.

First off, you must look at the religious sects of the country. Islam being a major religion of Turkey, many of these believers had done many things in the past to help create and form Turkey, such as National Order Party and then the National Salvation Party were created, wrote about downfalls of the current westernized ways that were being adopted and used, and created a new opposition group called the Welfare Party. 

The Welfare Party in a 1995 elections received over 20% of the vote which allowed them to create a collation government. In 1997, an Islamic mayor of a town called Sincan held a rally celebrating “Jerusalem Day” and had a parade and a play in honor of this day. The day was finished by the Military coming into Sincan and reminded the mayor the Republican state of Turkey. Soon after, the military persuaded the leader of the Welfare Party, Necmettin Erbakan, to change the way his party conducted their business. Erbakan soon stepped down and the Welfare Party was outlawed. This showed many of the Islamic supporters that their fundamentalist ideals had no future as long as the military held a firm grip on what was done in Turkey. 
Turkey is also finding itself desperate to join the European Union. Many of Turkey’s population are extremely poor and wish to join the EU for monetary reasons. A Shepard sells two sheep a month for the equivalent of $200 a month to help take care of his 10 children and wife. Boys are making $10 a day making pottery that is being sold to the even poorer Syrians. Economically, Turkey is in a really bad place and is optimistic that the joining of the EU can help them with this problem. 
A big problem with Turkey entering the EU would be the borders it holds with Iran and Iraq. Both of these borders create a huge political border, as well as an economic one. Many smugglers come in from Iran to make money on the big price differences of fuel, while the Iraqi border has a bit of a different problem. 
In an effort to strengthen their standing with Brussels, in hopes to increase their chances to get into the EU, Turkey has given more political and cultural freedoms to the Kurdish people of the country. This presents a big problem, considering you have Kurdish nationalists on both the Turkish side of the border and the Iraqi side of the border, causing a big instability on both sides of the border.  

The main problem with the Iraqi border is that is it is a relatively new border. The Iran border has been in tact since the 1600’s to make a dividing point between the Ottoman and Persian empires, but the Iraqi border was made in the 1920’s after World War 1 mainly as a result for the ownership of the oil fields that are in the area. Brittan insisted that the oil fields in this area will be removed from the original Ottoman empires controlled area and annexed into the country that is now Iraq.  
With such anti-western ideals that both Iran and Iraq hold, becoming part of the EU could cause much animosity between the two countries, even more so than what is had today. 

Another problem with the democratic reaches of Turkey is the major role the Military has played in the past, its economic standing, and its problems with human rights. The military has seen itself in many involvements with politics, but with the ideal of joining the EU, their involvement has decreased. Turkey was on the verge of economic collapse, but then with the help of the International Monetary Fund, has been able to get itself back on the right track. There has been a consistent economic growth, and inflation is down, but they still have a debt problem to deal with. Many of the problems with human rights have been corrected. The death penalty has been removed from the country, and has introduced tougher measures against torture and other penal code reforms.
With hopes of Turkey joining the European Union, the people and government of Turkey still have much to deal with, including their economy, human rights and their neighbors to the south. As a democratic standing, Turkey has yet to clearly define itself as a purely democratic state with the interventions of the Military, and the fact that until recently held a major part in the say with what was happening with the state of the country. Turkey still has a ways to go to become a more solid form of democracy, but maybe the joining of the EU could finally get the country on its feet and on the right track. 

