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The Hanging

1. The last paragraph, “We went through the big double gates…. We all began laughing again…. The dead man was a hundred yards away.” Is an interesting bit of writing; it seems to me that the man getting hung was completely out of all of their minds right after they were done doing the task. They were already laughing and joking about something completely different right after they killed the man. Its just shows how possibly cold, and unfeeling these people are. It’s interesting to see how someone puts the thoughts and feelings of other people in a dramatic and traumatic situation like that down onto paper. It can really show how cold hearted and uncaring some people can be in certain situations. 

2. Going back to the same section of the essay, I believe Orwell’s purpose was to show how quickly people can become cold and distant about certain situations. How quickly they just pushed aside that they just killed a man in cold blood. 
3. His claim is what it is like to kill another person in such a fashion and it does a good job in convincing the reader. Paragraph 10 illustrates this vision well. I think this story is more effective in depicting the situation because of how Orwell puts you into the hanging yard with them. It feels as if your one of the guards following along waiting to help hang this man. 

4. Orwell never comes back into present time. He always is recollecting about this one past experience and stays in that time frame. He doesn’t relate this story to anything in the present. No cause and effect for the story, just a story. 

