Baroque Period Notes

I. Baroque Period


1. Early Baroque: 1590-1625



1.1. Started in Italy under papal Rome



1.2. Artists:




-Carracci




-Caravaggio




-Bernini



1.3 Early Baroque style expressed natural vigor


2. High Baroque



2.1. Italian art



2.2. Best represented by:




-Bernini (sculpture)




-Barromini (architecture)


3. Late Baroque



3.1. Started to lose domination in Italy + France




-Became popular in Germany + Austria


4. Baroque Period coincides with 17th century



4.1. Goes as far as South American colonies



4.2. Complex, contradictory influence on art



4.3. Desire to evoke emotional states




-Art overstated




-Aimed at emotional responses



4.4. Qualities:




-Sensuous




-Richness




-Vitality




-Drama




-Tension




-Emotional disturbances



4.5. Tendency to blur distinction with various arts




-PRIME EXAMPLE:





*Versailles






-Grandiosity






-Paintings






-Complete artistic expression



4.6. Til late 19th century, “Baroque” meant absurd or grotesque




-NOW:





*European art transition between mannerism + 





rococo






-Originated in Rome






-Associated with Catholic counter-reformation






-Focus on overt rhetoric + dynamic movement






-Expressed self-confidence + parenthesizing 





spirit of Roman Catholic church





*As general label for period in which style flourished: 




17th/18th century





*baroque: (lowercase “b”) applied to any art in any 




time period as long as it shows vigorous movement + 




action



4.7. Cultural movement is the artistic expression of counter-




reformation




-Paintings:





*People + church demanded they should speak to 




illiterate + ill-informed






-Unlike mannerism, which was a high-level art 





prior to this period






-Populous conception




-Sculptures:





*Most important sculptor was Gianlorenzo Bernini






-Approaches Michaelangelo in omni- 






competence of art






-Sculpted, painted, wrote + directed plays, etc.






-His sculptures combined physical + spiritual






-Cornaro Chapel







*Designed start to finish by Bernini







*Main focal point was St. Teresa (of 






Avila) in Ecstasy








-She was most popular saint in 







counter-reformation








-She was a mystic








-Founded order of nuns called








Carmelites



4.8. Architecture + Sculpture




-New emphasis on bold massing, columning, +domes




-Chiaroscuro: light, dark; shadowing; starting to play with 




light





*EXAMPLE:






-In architecture, one portion of a building is 





highly lit, other is dark-showing contrasts



4.9. Baroque Theatre




-BEST example of difference between mannerism + 





Baroque:





*Shakespeare’s plays are mannerism theatre





*Italian opera is Baroque theatre






-Dancing became popular in operas as 






opposed to Shakespeare’s plays



4.10. Baroque Music




-Shares principles with visual + literary arts




-Love of ornamentation, sometimes completely exaggerated 



in overtures, etc.





*EXAMPLE:








-Vivaldi’s Four Seasons




-Bach is one of the most famous Baroque musicians



4.11. Baroque Literature + Philosophy




-Expresses new values + heavily used metaphors + 





allegories




-Psychiatric pain of man was a big issue





*Copernican + Lutheran Revolutions put man in 




painful positions






-Man thought Earth was center of the universe






-In Lutheran Revolution, or Protestant 






Reformation, the Catholic church’s credibility 





was lowered, man looked to government for 





status




-Fantasy + imagination should be evoked in spectator, 




reader, + listener




-Focused around individual man





*Became conversation between artist + viewer





*Increased attention to individual




-IMPORTANT GENRES:





*Novel





*Dialectical literature








-Written in secular (separated from church)





*Poetry sough unusual metaphors one could examine 



in detail







-Shows taste for paradox


5. John Milton: 1608-1674



5.1. Most famous piece was “Paradise Lost”



5.2. Leader of Puritanism




-Write in support of Parliamentarians in English civil wars 



with Cromwell + reformation



5.3. Originally was to be a minister, but his independent spirit 



preferred silence over speaking



5.4. Traveled frequently




-Met famous people:





*Galileo



5.5. Writing used to justify Puritanism



5.6. Struck heavily against high church party-hard on Catholic + 



Anglican church



5.7. “Paradise Lost”




-Published in 1667




-An epic




-Made Milton famous




-Point of view was subjective + individualistic





*Man’s fate is deduced with help of 






Holy Scripture






-Individualistic towards scripture, no tradition




-Trinity, Divinity of Christ, +Holy Spirit




-No scientific treatment in modern sense




-Goal to use clear + accurate scripture


6. Moliere: 1622-1673



6.1. French



6.2. Master of satire



6.3. Close friends with abbot who was philosopher; is philosophical 


+ theological in writing



6.4. Sudaname is Moliere-city in France



6.5. Traveling actor, spent time in prison because of debts



6.6. Inclination for tragedy



6.7. Famous for farces




-One act plays





*Intermission, opening act-type plays





*Partly written + improvised



6.8. Focused heavily on theme of marital relationships




-Pessimistic of human relationships




-Falseness in marriage, relationships, etc.



6.9. People thought he was irreverent




-Accused him of marrying his daughter



6.10. King expressed solidarity with him; gave him position in court




-King became godfather of Moliere’s first son



6.11. In Versailles, Moliere wrote “Tartuffe”




-Attacking church like it is a giant hypocrisy



6.12. Did few operas after “Tartuffe”




-Died on stage while performing without sacraments




-Not allowed to be buried in ordinary




-Funeral at night: wife begged Louis XIV for normal funeral


7. Alexander Pope: 1688-1744



7.1. Catholic; always was



7.2. Had health problems




-Had TB as a child, was 4’6” as an adult



7.3. Wrote essay on criticism+ Rape of the Lock



7.4. Parents were both Catholic



7.5. Didn’t have a good education




-Learned French, Italian, Greek, and Latin on his own



7.6. Barred from political + professional careers




*England was Protestant + Pope was Catholic



7.7. Wrote poetry with no success



7.8. In 1713, translated Homer’s “Iliad” with notes




-Did same for “Odyssey” in 1716




-Annotated Shakespearean piece but failed





*Not good background in Jacobean, etc.



7.9. Ideas were in metaphysics +natural theology with essay on 



man + moral essays




-In “The Epistles”



7.10. Imperfectly understood system of philosophy



7.11. Fatalist + Naturalist



7.12. Reduced man to mere puppet



7.13. “Dunciad” was last publication



7.14. Health deteriorated quickly




-Made several enemies before death

