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Genetically Engineered Food: Is it a good or bad idea?

Go to the following web site: ge.mrkibbe.net and read the introduction.  

Next, click on “Biotech Basics”, and use the information linked to this web page to answer the following questions (IN YOUR OWN WORDS!):

1. What is genetic engineering (modification)?

2. What are the benefits of genetic engineering (list 3 categories and give examples)?

1.

2.

3.

3. Are genetically modified foods safe to eat?

4. Are foods that contain GM ingredients labeled?

Now go back to ge.mrkibbe.net and click on the second link (the picture of a person made out of food that is labeled “No GM Foods” & “Greenpeace”) to answer the following questions.

1. What is genetic engineering?  Is this the same definition you listed above?

2. Provide an example of one unpredictable effect of genetic engineering.

3. According to the “GE products on the market” page, what are some of the GE crops that have been available since December 1998 (list)?

4. Describe the six areas of public concern listed on the website:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Now it’s your turn.  Based on what you have read and what you already knew, give your opinion of genetic engineering.  Should foods be labeled if they contain GE ingredients?  Are GE ingredients beneficial to people, or are they bad for human health and the environment?  Give reasons and evidence for your beliefs.  Use complete sentences!
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