Night Season

Scene Analysis

Act One: Scene Four

Root Conflict:  John wants to sleep with Rose, but Rose wants something deeper.

Root Action:  John, wanting to satisfy his sexual impulses, tries to coax Rose into staying with him.  But Rose, wanting an idealized romance, tries to connect with Jon emotionally, resulting in John showing his vulnerability and Rose sleeping with him.

Inciting Incident: Rose takes John to her room.


Rationale: This puts the two in the intimate setting needed for the seduction.

Crisis:  John opens up about his mother.


Rationale:  This makes Rose feel like she has the emotional connection she 
desires, and she sees him as her ideal.

Catastrophe:  Rose asks John if she can stay with him.


Rationale:  This indicates to John that she is willing to be physically intimate.

Climax: Rose gets into bed with John.


Rationale:  John has achieved his scene objective, and Rose thinks she has 
achieved hers.

John doesn't go into the scene planning on seducing Rose, but sees the opportunity when he realizes he is in her room.  He charms he, and in an instant of openness realizes the letting down his guard useful ploy to get her in bed.  He retreats after realizing he has used his mother's death and that emotional loss as a ploy to get laid, but in the end succumbs to his impulsive sexual desires.

Character Analysis: John

Super Objective: To insulate himself from emotional investment to avoid the pain of loss.

Scene Objective: To relieve his emotional frustration through sexual release.

Obstacles: External: This isn't the type of girl he usually goes after.  What angle 
should he play?  Will she sleep with him?


Internal:  Sex has become an escape.  John's deep lonliness and complete 
emotional detachment.

What was his relationship with his mother like?  Was she a single parent?


--long drawn out death


--seems to be very close.  Was she the last female he had a meaningful 


emotional relationship with? Probably


--He mentions family, but no specifics; siblings? maybe one, but John was the 

younger; Father? Probably absent; Wife and kids? No.

How old his he?  How established is he as an actor?


--mid thirties, but is worn out, older emotionally


--not just a no name- he's a star, a leading man, but he's an up-and-comer, 
People's 100 most beautiful people, but he isn't recognized as an artist yet

Emotional detachment:  


-- Takes advatage of his celebrity to get laid; Sex has become impulsive for 

him, he finds no joy in it, only release


-- was the woman he sleeps with later a prostitute? He uses a condom with her, 

but didn't with Rose, because there was a risk.


--exists on two planes of existance, Lilly fulfills one, Rose fulfills the other

Major Character traits:  impulsive, detatched, suave, incisive, astutue, manipulative, insecure, insulated, quiet, self-interested, torn

For beat breakdown and tactics, see notes on script

