Frog and Toad Are Friends UNIT

by Arnold Lobel
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Kimberlee Fulbright

Language Arts/Reading Lessons

03-27-03

Grade level: 2nd-3rd

Purpose/Rationale: 

I am teaching this lesson because of student interest, teacher interest, and the GA QCC Standard LA.2.23 & LA.3.23 Integrates language structure (syntax), meaning clues (semantics), phonetic strategies, and sight vocabulary when reading orally and silently.

Unit Goals:

1. To teach the students how to sequence events.

2. To teach students the importance of friendship.

3. To teach the students how to identify and describe the main characters of a story. 

Day 1

Essential Question: What vocabulary words can we learn by reading Frog and Toad Are Friends? Who are the main characters of this story? 

Objective: With assistance from the teacher (as a whole class), the students will be able to fill in their character web and vocabulary quilt with the correct information that the whole class (and teacher) decide to put in the blanks. They must complete this activity with 100% accuracy. 

QCC Standards: LA.3.14 Increases vocabulary to reflect a growing range of interests and knowledge. 

LA.3.27 Identifies the main characters.

Materials: 

· Character Chart (2 for each child) graphic organizer from J. Jacobson & D. Raymer. (1999). The big book of reproducible graphic organizers. Scholastic: New York. 

· Book Lobel, A. (1970). Frog and toad are friends. HarperCollinsPublishers: New York. 

· Checklist (teacher made using Microsoft Word Processor)

· Vocabulary Quilt (1 for each student) graphic organizer from J. Jacobson & D. Raymer. (1999). The big book of reproducible graphic organizers. Scholastic: New York. 

· Pictures of Frogs and Toads (from

· Information about frogs and toads (from 

· Seasons Poem Poster (from Macmillan Early Skills Program (1984) 

Opening: The teacher will build the students’ background by asking them a few questions like: How many of you have seen a frog before? How many of you have seen a toad before? (show them a picture of both) Explain the difference between a frog and toad. After discussing frogs and toads, ask them: How many of you have a very good friend? (Tell them that you consider all of them as your very good friends.) Ask them what qualities you must have to be a good friend (write these on the board). Tell the students that by reading Frog and Toad Are Friends, they will see what it is like to have a friend. Tell them that you will be reading one chapter a day. Say: Today we are reading chapter 1 and it is titled “Spring.” Ask the students if they know what Spring is. Ask them to tell you the difference between Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter. Look at and read the Poems for all Seasons Poster. Now, begin reading the story to them. (read only the 1st chapter)

Discussion/explanation/use of model: 

The teacher will discuss the story with the class. We will go over a few vocabulary words. The teacher will say the word, give the definition, use it in a sentence. The teacher will then call on a student to use that word in a sentence. The teacher will write their sentences on the board and explain that each sentence needs a capital first letter and punctuation at the end. 

Organize information through graphic organizers (and distributed practice): 

The teacher will show the students a vocabulary graphic organizer to write their words, definitions, and sentences on. The teacher will do the first one for them as an example/model.

Then, it is time to look at the main characters. The teacher will use the overhead transparency. The teacher will have the same Character Chart as the students (this is a graphic organizer to help the visual learners). 

Apply through independent practice: 

The students will complete two worksheets: Character Chart (as a class) and Vocabulary Quilt (on their own with help). These worksheets will be taken up for evaluation. The teacher will walk around the classroom to answer any questions needed. 

Closing: 

The teacher will close this lesson by asking the children about how the frog and toad were friends. The teacher will ask about the main characters. The teacher will also go back over the vocabulary words. The students will give the teacher a ticket out the door by telling one thing that happened in the story. 

Assessment: 

With assistance from the teacher (as a whole class), the students will be able to fill in their character web and vocabulary quilt with the correct information that the whole class (and teacher) decide to put in the blanks. They must complete this activity with at least 90% accuracy. The teacher will record these worksheets on the checklist provided.

 Checklist for Evaluation

	Name 
	Grade (at least 90%)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(Teacher made using Microsoft Word Processor)

Day 2
Essential Question: How can we write a story for Toad to tell Frog?

Objective: With assistance, the students will be able to write a short story for Toad with at least 7/8 complete sentences and a story starter at the beginning of their story. They must have 7 complete sentences and the story starter to get full credit. 

QCC Standards: LA.2.35 Uses examples from literature to create individual and group stories. 

LA.2.43 Applies correct principles of grammar: Writes complete sentences. 

Materials:

· Story Starters Poster (from Macmillan Early Skills Program (1984)
· Blank transparency for teacher’s example story 
· Checklist for evaluation (teacher made using Microsoft Word Processor)
· Iced tea for everyone
· Cups
· Tea bag
· Book Lobel, A. (1970). Frog and toad are friends. HarperCollinsPublishers: New York. 
Opening: 

The teacher will recap by asking the students what had happened in the story the day before. Ask who the main characters are, ask what happened in the story. To build background for today, the students will get a chance to drink some iced tea. Ask the students where does the tea come from (how is it made)? Show the students a tea bag. Open up the tea bag to show them the inside. Talk about how we help friends when they are not feeling well. Begin reading the 2nd chapter titled “The Story.” 

Discussion/explanation/use of model:

The teacher will discuss with the students about the story. The teacher will tell the students that they will write a story for Frog because Toad couldn’t think of one. Tell them that they can make up any story they would like. Discuss story starters (show poster). Show the teacher’s model/example of a story and story starter. Explain that the story starter is how you begin your story. Go over the specific details you want (at least 7 out of 8 COMPLETE sentences [mini-teach/review what is needed in a complete sentence] and they must have a story starter at the beginning). 

Apply through distributed practice:

The students will begin a rough draft of their story. The teacher will walk around and assist as needed.

Apply through independent practice:

After the students are finished with their rough draft, they will begin their final draft on their own. 

Closing:

The teacher will close by allowing the students to get in front of the class and read their stories. The teacher will review what had happened in the story by asking the students questions like: What was wrong with Frog? What did they drink? What did Toad do to try and think of a story? 

Assessment: 

With assistance, the students will be able to write a short story for Toad with at least 7/8 complete sentences and a story starter at the beginning of their story. They must have 7 complete sentences and the story starter to get full credit. They must receive at least a 90% on the total project. Their grades on their stories will be recorded on the following checklist. 

Checklist for Evaluation
	NAME 
	Grade (at least a 90%

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(Teacher created using Microsoft Word Processor)

Day 3
Essential Question: How do you put a story in order by what happened 1st, 2nd, 3rd….? What is an antonym? 

Objectives: 1. Without assistance, the students will be able to fill out the River Flow graphic organizer with what happened 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th in “A Lost Button” part of Frog and Toad Are Friends. They must at least get 4/5 correct. This will not be taken up as a grade, but practiced for understanding of the story. 

2. Without assistance the students will be able to complete the Antonym worksheet with at least a 90%.

QCC Standards: LA.3.25 Recognizes explicit sequences of events & LA.3.34 Uses knowledge of antonyms when reading. 

Materials:

· River Flow worksheet (one copy for each student) from J. Jacobson & D. Raymer. (1999). The big book of reproducible graphic organizers. Scholastic: New York. 

· River Flow transparency (for teacher use) 

· Several bags of various buttons containing the buttons mentioned in the story. 

· Checklist for evaluation

· Book Lobel, A. (1970). Frog and toad are friends. HarperCollinsPublishers: New York. 

· Antonym worksheet (Teacher created using Microsoft Word Processor)

· Antonym cards

· Button cards 

Opening: 

The teacher will build background by continuing the talk about friendship to the students. The teacher can ask questions like: If your friend lost something very important what would you do? Would you keep looking until you found it? (never give up) If you lost something very important, would you want your best friend helping you? Say: Well, let’s find out what Frog and Toad will do about a lost item. Begin reading the story. When the teacher gets to page 30 pass out the bags of buttons. Tell the students that they will also try and help Toad find his lost button. Continue reading. The students will keep looking for the type of button described, and the teacher will do the same until they find the right one. 

Discussion/explanation/use of model: 

The teacher will discuss that a story has a sequence of events. The teacher will go over the sequence of how they found the right button. The teacher will also teach about what an antonym is. The teacher will give some examples. Then, the teacher will go over the antonyms in the story along with student help. 

Apply through distributed practice: 

The teacher will give 5 students a picture of a button that was described in the story. The 5 students must arrange themselves in the correct order as the story told it. The teacher will give everyone a chance to participate. After this exercise, the teacher will give the students some cards with words on them. Every child will have a card. Everyone will have 5 minutes to find the person with the antonym that matches their card. When they have found their person/word that matches, they will stand together at the front of the room. The teacher will switch cards and have many cards available to do this activity several times. 

Apply through independent practice:

The students will complete the River Flow graphic organizer with the 5 correct button sequences that they had just practiced in class. This will not be taken up as a grade. After they complete this assignment, they will complete the Antonym worksheet that will be graded. 

Closing: 

After everyone is finished, the teacher will call on 5 people to sequence the events once more. The teacher will also review what an antonym is (opposites) and allow the students to pick one partner beside them. The teacher will give a card (with a word on it) to each student. One student will say their word and the other must try to think of the antonym for that word, then vice versa with the other student. 

Assessment: 

1. Without assistance, the students will be able to fill out the River Flow graphic organizer with what happened 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th in “A Lost Button” part of Frog and Toad Are Friends. They must at least get 4/5 correct. This will not be taken up as a grade, but practiced for understanding of the story. 

2. Without assistance the students will be able to complete the Antonym worksheet with at least a 90%.

I will collect both worksheets. I want to see how they did on the sequencing to get ready for it later on in the year. I need to see where they are having difficulties. 

Checklist for Evaluation
	Name
	Grade (at least 90%)

	
	

	
	

	
	


(Teacher created using Microsoft Word Processor)

Day 4
Essential Question: How can we identify the suffixes -ed, and -ing?

Objectives: Without assistance, the students will be able to identify 30/34 suffixes (-ed & -ing) correctly in the story “The Swim” from Frog and Toad Are Friends. 

QCC Standards: LA.3.33 Use knowledge of suffixes in word recognition. 

Materials:

· Checklist for evaluation

· Highlighting tape

· Book Lobel, A. (1970). Frog and toad are friends. HarperCollinsPublishers: New York. (one for each child today)

· Word cards

· Suffix cards

Opening: 

The teacher will begin by developing the students’ background by asking them about swimming. Ask the students where they like to swim better: the pool, lake, ocean, pond, etc…Ask how many of them have taken swimming lessons? Talk to the students about teasing. Ask them how they feel when someone teases them? Begin reading the story. 

Discussion/explanation/use of model: 

The teacher will begin to teach the students about the suffixes -ed and -ing. The teacher will explain the root word and adding the ending to the root word (example sit would be sitting). The teacher will use several examples (from the book) and others.

Apply through distributed practice:

The teacher will have flash cards with root words and suffixes -ed and -ing. The students will be called up to form words using the root words and the suffixes. They need to se if the word makes sense. The teacher will also explain what those suffixes do to the word (what they mean). 

Apply through independent practice:

The students will use highlighting tape (this will come out of the book easily) to highlight all the words with the suffix (-ed and -ing) in the story. The students will turn in their books with the highlighted words for evaluation.  

Closing: 

The teacher will go over the correct word they should have highlighted by asking the students for help. The students will have to give a ticket out the door by telling the teacher one word with the -ed or -ing suffix.

Assessment: 

Without assistance, the students will be able to identify 30/34 suffixes (-ed &

 -ing) correctly in the story “The Swim” from Frog and Toad Are Friends. 

The students’ books will be taken up for evaluation. They must get 30/34 words correct to move on. 

Checklist for Evaluation
	Name
	Grade (at least 30/34)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(Teacher created using Microsoft Word Processor)

Day 5
Essential Question: Do I understand what I have read in the book Frog and Taod Are Friends?

Objectives: 1. With assistance, the students will be able to write a friendly letter to a classmate (picked by teacher). They must have 5 complete sentences in their letter for complete credit. 

2. Without assistance, the students will be able to use their knowledge of what we have studied about all week to complete a comprehensive test about the book Frog and Toad Are Friends. They must complete this test with at least 4/5 correct. 

QCC Standards: LA.3.30 Reads for understanding and further comprehension & LA.3.41 Writes in a variety of genres to include correspondence (including writing letters).

Materials:

· Book Lobel, A. (1970). Frog and toad are friends. HarperCollinsPublishers: New York. 

· Checklist for evaluation

· Comprehensive Test (adapted from Literature I Books) 

· Mailbox

· Transparency (blank)

Opening:

The teacher will build further background by asking the students what they know about the post office and how mail travels. The teacher will explain the mailing process. Ask the students how many of them have ever received mail? How would you feel if you received mail from someone? Begin reading the story. 

Discussion/explanation/use of model:

The teacher and student will talk about what had happened in the story. The teacher will show the students how to write a friendly letter (on transparency). Explain that their must be an opening (GREETING) the (BODY) of the letter and the (CLOSING). The teacher will show every part. The teacher will tell the students that they will write a friendly letter to someone in class (teacher chosen-so no one will be left out). They will write a rough draft, then the final draft. They will put the final draft in an envelop with the other student’s name on the envelop. They will place them in the mailbox when finished. The teacher will call on a student to be the post officer (will have a quick costume to put on). That student will pull out one letter and deliver it to that student. Each child will have the chance to do this. 

Also, the teacher will go back over some key ideas and points that they have read about in this book throughout the week. The teacher will basically go over the test questions that the students will complete later that day. 

Apply through distributed practice: 

The students will write their rough draft. The teacher will walk around and assist and check for understanding. After they write their rough draft, the teacher will sit with the students and allow the students a chance to act out a scene the teacher tells them to from the week long reading (getting ready for test).

Apply through independent practice:

The students will write their final draft and put it in the envelop and into the mailbox. After the students are finished with their friendly letter, they will begin their Comprehensive Test. 

Closing:

The students and teacher will reflect on all the activities they have completed throughout the week with Frog and Toad Are Friends. The teacher will call on 2 students to make a sentence using a vocabulary word they studied that week (they can choose the word). They will write it on the board for the others to see. The teacher will then ask two students to come up and tell the class one way Toad tried to think of a story to tell Frog. Then, the teacher will call on a few more students to (5 students) sequence the button story, and a few others to match the words on the board to its antonym. The teacher will call on a couple of other students to match the root word to the suffix (-ed or -ing) to form new words. Lastly, the remaining students will demonstrate (on the board) what is always needed when writing a friendly letter. Everyone will have a chance to do something to review. 

Assessment: 

1. With assistance, the students will be able to write a friendly letter to a classmate (picked by teacher). They must have 5 complete sentences in their letter plus the greeting and closing to receive full credit. 

2. Without assistance, the students will be able to use their knowledge of what we have studied about all week to complete a comprehensive test about the book Frog and Toad Are Friends. They must complete this test with at least 4/5 correct.

Checklist for Evaluation 

	Name
	Test (at least 4/5)
	Letter has 5 complete sentences in body
	Letter has the greeting and closing

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


(Teacher created using Microsoft Word Processor)
