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Kimberlee Fulbright

Science Discovery Lesson: Pumpkins

10-01-02

Grade level: K-2

Essential Question: What senses can we use to describe the inside and outside of a pumpkin? (tell this in discussion)

Behavioral Objective: Using an actual pumpkin, the students will be able to orally list three senses (how it smells, looks, tastes, feels, and sounds) we use to describe the inside and outside of a pumpkin. 

QCC Standard: KSC15: Uses senses to classify colors, sounds, tastes, odors, and textures.

Materials: 

· Have one section of the classroom blocked off so the students cannot see behind it. 

· Have tables lined up behind section as needed. This is where I will have the journey set up. 

· 1 pumpkin pie (enough for all students a bite) 

· 2 actual pumpkins

· Have one pumpkin cut open on the top before time

· Have a couple of blindfolds at the beginning of the journey

· Have laminated pictures that show all the senses (eyes, nose, ears, mouth, hands).

· Costume for Farmer!

· Question list for discussion.

· Checklist

· Old newspapers to set down on table for mess. 

· Plastic grocery bags for mess.

· Knife

Opening: I will be dressed like a FARMER! I will ask the students to guess who I am. Once the students have guessed who I am, I will tell them that I have lost something that is very important to a farmer during the fall. Then I will say, “What could it possibly be?” I will tell the students that they will go on a special journey to find out what I have lost. I will go over the rules. 

1. You will have to stay in line if you want to go through the journey. 

2. You must keep your blindfold on at all times during the journey until you are told to take it off.

3. Once you are finished with the journey, DO NOT tell anyone what you found!!!!!! After you are finished, you must sit down on your place and play the quiet game until everyone is finished. 

(I will pair the students by calling them up-boy with girl-so that we have two going at a time). 

Procedure: 

1. The students will GATHER information by doing the following: The children will line up with one teacher. The other teacher will guide a student through the journey of the senses to eventually guess what the object is at the end. There will be three stations to go to: 

1st - the students will taste some pumpkin pie.

2nd - the student will feel the insides and outsides of a pumpkin and smell the insides and outsides of the pumpkin.

3rd - the students will listen to a pumpkin--then guess what it is. After they guess, the teacher will uncover their eyes and ask them to look at the pumpkin and say what color it is. 

(I will use guiding questions to help them along).

2. The students will classify the pumpkin in 5 ways using their senses (taste, texture, sound, color, and smell). 

3. The students will discover (by the end of the journey) that they can identify the object (pumpkin) by using all of their 5 senses.  

* each child will get the chance to go through the journey.

Discussion: I will ask them the essential question. The Farmer will show the students 5 laminated pictures one at a time. I will say, “What do you do with this part of your body?” (I will show one of the senses picture). I will ask what you do with all five pictures (all 5 senses). I will discuss that we all have 5 senses (then list them orally). I will ask the students some questions about the journey: (I will use a chart to show the answers)

1. How did you know what the object was?

2. How did it taste?

3. How did it feel on the inside?

4. How did it feel on the outside?

5. How did it smell?

6. How did it sound?

7. How did it look?

8. What color was it?

I will then tell the students that we use our senses everyday. I will give them an example: I have to use my eyes everyday to see how to drive. I cannot drive without my eyes, right? Then, I will ask them to give me examples of how they use their senses everyday. I will call on about 4 students. 

Application: I will ask the students, “How did you know it was a pumpkin?”  They should be able to tell me at least three senses. I will check off the three senses that they orally list to me. The other students will be playing the quiet game. 

Closing: I will call on a student to use a particular sense at the pumpkin stations. 

1. I want ____ to use their sense of smell at station #2.

2. I want____ to use the sense of taste at station #1.

3. I want ____to use the sense of feeling at station #2.

4. I want____ to use the sense of hearing at station #3.

5. I want ____ to use the sense of seeing at station #3 and tell us what color the pumpkin is. 

I will review that we have 5 senses. I will show them the 5 pictures of the body parts they use with their senses. (I could use the ticket out the door here - they must tell me a sense to go to line up for the restroom). 

Assessment: Using an actual pumpkin, the students will orally say at least three senses we used to describe the inside and outside of a pumpkin. A checklist will be used and included. I will check off the senses they tell me.

