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Direct Instruction--American Indians & Pumpkins

Class: Kindergarten

Unit: Pumpkins

Lesson Taught: Social Studies: Purpose and customs of using pumpkins for Thanksgiving. 

Essential Question: What foods did the Pilgrims and Indians use during the first Thanksgiving that we use today?

Behavioral Objective: Without any help, the students will be able to identify 3 foods the Pilgrims and Indians used for Thanksgiving, with 100% accuracy. 

QCC Standard: SS.K.17--Identifies the purpose and customs associated with various special days including Thanksgiving.

Materials: 

· KWL graphic organizer worksheet (will copy onto a transparency sheet). 

· Checklist for evaluation. 

· Piper the Pilgrim puppet copyright (1991) from Good Apple.

· Pictures of food from first Thanksgiving from Microsoft Works.

· Tape recorded facts on separate tapes. (look at list of facts that will be recorded-will be adapted from above sites). 
· Thanksgiving worksheet-homemade using Microsoft Works.

Hook & Link: (words only) I eat pumpkin pie every Thanksgiving! A long, long time ago the Pilgrims and Indians used pumpkins during the first Thanksgiving. Think about some foods that you eat during Thanksgiving. (attention getter) Piper the Pilgrim will tell the class that they had Thanksgiving a lot like we do today. 

Discussion/Explanation/Reading/Use of Model: Piper the Pilgrim will show some pictures of some foods that they ate during the first Thanksgiving. He will tell the children that the Indians were the first to invent pumpkins. 

Organize information through graphic organizers and/or mnemonics:

Piper will ask the children what they already know about what the Pilgrims and Indians ate during the first Thanksgiving. We will write them on our KWL chart under K --what we know. Then, he will ask them what they would like to know---W. (What we want to know is--our essential question). We will write our essential question under W. Then later, we will write what we have learned under L. 

Apply through distributed practice:

I will pair the students heterogeneously. I will allow the student to go around to one station to gather facts about what the Indians and Pilgrims ate during the first Thanksgiving. At each station, there will be a recorded message that tells one fact. The students will listen to their specific message and then come back and tell the class what fact they found out. We will record this on our KWL chart under L--what we learned. (practice)
Independent Practice:

The students will go to their seats and complete the Thanksgiving worksheet. This will be turned into the teacher for evaluation. 

Closing/Summary: I will let Piper the Pilgrim tell the students that e have our Thanksgiving a lot like the Indians and Pilgrims did. I will tell the students to turn to a partner and tell their partner 3 foods the Pilgrims and Indians used that we use today for Thanksgiving. 

Evaluation/Assessment: Without any help, the students will be able to identify 3 foods the Pilgrims and Indians used for Thanksgiving, with 100% accuracy. I will use their Thanksgiving worksheets for evaluation. I will check off the number they have gotten correct. If all the students do not get 100%, then I will go over the lesson again with that student, or the whole class if needed. 

Checklist    

Lesson: Thanksgiving--Pumpkins  
QCC Standard: SS.K.17--Identifies the purpose and customs associated with various special days including Thanksgiving.
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* must get at least 2 correct *

List of Facts on tape:

1. The Pilgrims and Indians ate pumpkin pie for Thanksgiving. 

2. The Pilgrims and Indians ate turkey for Thanksgiving.

3. The Indians and Pilgrims ate vegetables like corn for Thanksgiving.

4. The Pilgrim and Indian families gathered together for their feast. 

KWL Thanksgiving & Pumpkins
	  What we know
	What we want to know
	  What we learned 

	
	
	



