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Chapter 3: Word Recognition 

Word recognition skills help readers identify words while reading. One skill is sight word 
recognition, the development of a store of words a person can recognize immediately on sight. Use 
of context clues to help in word identification involves using the surrounding words to decode an 
unfamiliar word. Both semantic and syntactic clues can be helpful. Phonics, the association of 
speech sounds (phonemes) with printed symbols (graphemes), is very helpful in identifying 
unfamiliar words, even though the sound-symbol associations in English are not completely 
consistent. Structural analysis skills enable readers to decode unfamiliar words using units larger 
than single graphemes. The process of structural analysis involves recognition of prefixes, suffixes, 
inflectional endings, contractions, and compound words, as well as syllabication and accent. 
Dictionaries can also be used for word identification. The dictionary respelling that appears in 
parentheses after the word supplies the word's pronunciation, but the reader has to know how to 
use the dictionary's pronunciation key to interpret the respellings appropriately. 

Children need to learn to use all of the word recognition skills. Because they will need different 
skills for different situations, they must also learn to use the skills appropriately. 

An overall strategy for decoding unfamiliar words is useful. The following five-step strategy is a 
good one to teach: (1) use context clues; (2) try the sound of the initial consonant, vowel, or blend 
in addition to context clues; (3) check for structure clues; (4) use phonics generalizations to sound 
out as much of the word as necessary; and (5) consult the dictionary. 


