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Chapter 4: Meaning Vocabulary 

Acquiring a meaning vocabulary involves developing labels for the schemata, or organized 
knowledge structures, that a person possesses. Because vocabulary is an important component of 
reading comprehension, direct instruction in vocabulary can enhance reading achievement. 
Although pinpointing the age at which children learn the precise meanings of words is difficult, 
children generally make more discriminating responses about word meanings as they grow older, 
and vocabulary generally grows with increasing age. 

There are many ways to approach vocabulary instruction. The best techniques link new terms to the 
children's background knowledge, help them expand their word knowledge, actively involve them 
in learning, help them become independent in acquiring vocabulary, provide repetition of the words, 
and have them use the words meaningfully. Techniques that cause children to work harder to learn 
words tend to aid retention. Teachers may need to spend time on schema development before 
working with specific vocabulary terms. 

Vocabulary development should be emphasized throughout the day, not just in reading and 
language classes; children can learn much vocabulary from the teacher's modeling of vocabulary 
use. Context clues, structural analysis, categorization, analogies and word lines, semantic maps and 
word webs, semantic feature analysis, dictionary use, study of word origins and histories, study of 
figurative language, a number of student-centered learning techniques, word play, and computer 
techniques can be helpful in vocabulary instruction. 

Some special types of words can cause comprehension problems for children. They include 
homonyms, homographs, synonyms, antonyms, and newly coined words. 


