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Chapter 6: Comprehension: Part 2 

This chapter examines types of reading comprehension. Literal comprehension results from reading 
for directly stated ideas. Higher-order comprehension goes beyond literal comprehension to include 
interpretive, critical, and creative reading. Interpretive reading is reading for implied ideas; critical 
reading is reading for evaluation; and creative reading is reading beyond the lines. Teachers can 
generally teach strategies in all of these areas most effectively through explanation and modeling, 
guided student practice, and independent student practice. 

Questioning techniques are important to instruction because teachers use questions to provide 
purposes for reading, elicit and focus discussion, and check comprehension of material read. 
Questions may be based on comprehension factors or story structure. Students may need to be 
taught how to approach answering questions. Self-questioning by the reader is also a valuable 
comprehension and comprehension-monitoring technique. Teachers can help students develop the 
skill of self-questioning. 


