Strategy Instruction in Action

Tape 3: Reading and Understanding Nonfiction

Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis (Stenhouse Publishers, 2002)

Anchor Chart of Tips for Reading Nonfiction

· Think of facts, questions and responses.  Write these down as you read.

· Reading nonfiction takes time.  You may have to reread to make sure you understand.

· Reading fiction is like watching a movie.  Nonfiction is more like a newscast or slide show.

· Stop often and ask yourself if what you are reading makes sense.

· Important to abbreviate when you take notes.

· Think before you write.

Part 1: Modeling Thinking and Reasoning Through Nonfiction Text

In what ways does the FQR chart help Mary’s students understand the article better?

What do you notice about how Mary supports the students to expand on and share their thinking during the mini-lesson?

Part 2: Guided Practice with Small Groups and Pairs

When might it be time for students to use the FQR independently?  What different kinds of nonfiction text do you use in the classroom and how might they lend themselves to the FQR response?

When might it make sense to gather a small group for further instruction?

Part 3: Sharing Written Responses
The kids share their thinking throughout the lesson, both orally and in writing.  How does this foster engagement with the lesson and further students’ learning?

When they respond, Mary’s students comment on both the information in the article and their reading process.  How does this help them become better readers?

