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“The Worship of his Eyes”: Women in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man


Throughout Stephen’s development, women move in and out of his life.  They come at critical stages in his life, representing personal and artistic struggles that accompany those moments.  From his idolization of Mercedes, the literary female of his dreams, to his real-life attraction to the girl Emma, to his religious worship of the Virgin Mary, and finally to his admiration of the beauty of the female form with the girl on the beach.  As the book is a model of how Stephen develops from a boy into an artist, the women introduced at key stages represent his muses.  Women become the focal point of Stephen’s artistic inspiration and development.


The beginning of Stephen’s inspiration through women is the character Mercedes.  Mercedes appears in the book The Count of Monte Cristo.  

