Frederick Community College

ED 203 – Foundations of Special Education

Fall Semester – 2007 - Thursday Night

Instructor Information:

	Name: Robert J. Esposito
	Office: by appointment only

	E-mail: resposito@frederick.edu and/or bobesposito@mac.com
	Phone Number: 301-831-1187

	Office Hours: 4:30 – 5:00 PM
	Campus Mail Box Number: 226


Course Information:

	Credits:  3
	Last Day to Drop: November 5, 2007

	Prerequisites:  EN 52
	Co-requisites:

	Meeting Day(s): Thursdays
	Meeting Time(s): 5:00-7:35pm 


Course Description:  

	This course is designed to provide an overview of critical issues and strategies related to educating students who have been identified as exceptional. The course content focuses on historical and legal foundations of special education, inclusive education, developmental characteristics of exceptional students, parental and professional perspectives, and strategies for accommodating students. (This course satisfies the Maryland State Department of Education professional education course work in inclusion of special populations.)


Core Learning Outcomes:  

By the completion of the course students will:

	1. Identify the educational provisions serving children with disabilities from the legislation and litigation that created special education as it exists today in American education;

	2. Evidence fair and accurate assessment criteria to identification, retention and appropriate placement of children with disabilities;

	3. Discriminate the recognized categories of disability, their specific definitions, identification and eligibility criteria;

	4. Analyze the major data components associated with providing education and related services in the least restrictive environment;

	5. Integrate the skills needed by professionals to serve children with disabilities, and assess the effectiveness of their service.


Additional Outcomes: 

	1. Develop interview and note taking skills to facilitate assessment of student abilities;

	2. Write measurable goals and objectives for an Individualized Education Plan;

	3. Utilize the World-Wide-Web to obtain information on specific disabilities; 

	4. Prepare PowerPoint presentations on a disability specific web site, &/or movie;


Instructional Methods:

	Lecture, Films, Interactive CD-ROM, Small Group Activities, World-Wide-Web Disability Specific Websites. 


Course Texts and Resources: 

	EXCEPTIONAL LEARNERS: INTRODUCTION TO SPECIAL EDUCATION, 10th Edition, Hallahan and Kaufman, Allyn & Bacon Inc. ISBN: 0205444210


Evaluation Methods:

	Class Attendance and QUIZZES
	65 points
	A
=
331 – 365 points

	Movie Review PowerPoint Presentation
	50 points
	B
=
296 – 330 points

	Web-Site PowerPoint Presentation
	50 points
	C
=
261 – 295 points

	Mid-Term Examination
	100 points
	D
=
226 – 260 points

	Final Examination
	100 points
	F
=
    0 – 225 points


Progress Report: 

	Student progress report is available on October 4th.


Attendance Policy: 

	Students are expected to attend classes. Participation in class discussions and activities is an integral part of this course. Your reflections on the assigned readings and ability to create personal relevance add to the overall objectives of the course. Evaluation credit is given for each none examination class/quiz and contributes significantly toward the final course grade. 
An unexcused absence on assessment date(s) will result in a failing grade (F). Use of the Testing Center for Make Up Examinations is available if approved in advance of assessment date(s).

Assignments must be handed in on due dates for full credit to be awarded. Five (5) points deducted if one week late; ten (10) points if two weeks late; if later than two weeks, student will receive a grade of zero (0) for that assignment.


TOPICAL OUTLINE

	Class
	Date
	Subject
	Assignment/Readings

	1
	08/30/07
	Overview of Course Syllabus: Introduction to Special Education: Past & Present
	Read Chapter 1; 

Go to course website http://www.geocities.com/bobesposito and print presentations.

	2
	09/06/07
	Introduction to Legislation & Litigation

Analysis of PL 94-142 (E.H.A.); and 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (I.D.E.A.)
	Begin Movie Review

PowerPoint Presentation

	3
	09/13/07
	Introduction to Assessment: Why? Who does what? How tests are selected; Examiner/Examinee Factors
	Read Chapter 2



	4
	09/20/07
	Introduction to Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) & the Law
	Read Chapter 5



	5
	09/27/07
	Preparing an Individualized Education Plan

Using an interactive CD-ROM, students select questions; record answers; organize data; and prepare goals and objectives
	Read Chapter 7 & 8

Movie Review PowerPoint Presentation due 10/04/07

	6
	10/04/07
	Introduction to Behavior Disorders

Guest Lecturer: Leah Simon

Analysis of Film: “Attention Deficit Disorder: Diagnosis” 

Student Progress Available 
	Read Chapter 6

Movie Review PowerPoint Presentation due tonight

	7
	10/11/07
	Introduction to Learning Disabilities

Analysis of Film: “F.A.T. City”
	

	8
	10/18/07
	MID-TERM EXAMINATION/Article Review
	Read Chapter 9

	9
	10/25/07
	Introduction to Communication Disorders?

Analysis of Film: “Prisoners of Silence”
	Read Chapter 11

Begin Disability Specific Web-Site PowerPoint 

	10
	11/01/07
	Introduction to Visual Impairments & Blindness: An interactive, hands on demonstration 
	Web-Site  (PowerPoint) Presentation due 11/15/07 Read Chapter 10

	11
	11/08/07
	Introduction to Hearing Impairments and Deafness
	Read Chapter 14 &15



	12
	11/15/07
	Introduction to Gifted and Talented Ed.: 

Physical Disabilities & Other Health Impairments
	Read Chapter 4

Web-Site  (PowerPoint) Presentation due tonight

	13
	11/29/07
	Parents and Families of Students with Disabilities; Analysis of Film that takes

A Look at the 24/7 life of a family
	Begin preparation for Final Exam

	14
	12/06/07
	Transition to Work and Community Living

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
	Continue preparation for Final Exam

	15
	12/13/07
	FINAL EXAMINATION/Article Review
	Grades will be available on the following Monday


Movie Review PowerPoint Presentation Format (50 points)

The purpose of this activity is to acquaint you with the ways in which individuals with disabilities are depicted in films and subliminally form the basis for some stereotypes about persons with disabilities. This assignment also provides you with a Portfolio document, credentialing your ability to use instructional technology. You may work on this project with a partner. If you are unfamiliar with Microsoft’s PowerPoint and/or have needs for technical assistance to complete this project, then it is strongly recommended that you work with a partner.

Select a movie. The following films are a partial listing of films. There are many others to consider. (You may select a film that is not on this list.): 

Children of a Lesser God

Rain Man

Dominick and Eugene

The Heart is a Lonely Hunter

Miracle Worker

Charly

What’s Eating Gilbert Grape

Nell


Mask

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
My Left Foot

Shine

A Day of the Death of Joe Egg

Of Mice and Men
Sling Blade

A Brief History of Time


Ordinary People
The Elephant Man

Born on the Fourth of July

The Waterdance
I Am Sam

View the movie you select with an air of “healthy skepticism”; pay particular attention to any connections that can be made with materials we are studying and/or discussing in this class.

Prepare your PowerPoint Presentation as follows:

· A minimum of nine (9) slides is required in this presentation.

· Prepare an Introductory &/or Title Slide which identifies you (and your partner if appropriate), this course (Ed. 203), and your selected Movie Title. (2 points)
· The Abstract Slide – prepare an abstract (four sentences) that briefly summarizes what a viewer will find when watching this movie. Consult an on-line video rental source such as Netflix.com for examples of how to write a brief abstract/description of a movie. (4 points)
· Using no more than Six (6) Presentation Slides, write a bulleted (not a narrative) critical analysis of the film. Highlight the film’s strengths (one slide), its weaknesses (one slide), both in terms of accuracy of information. Highlight the realistic portrayal or absence thereof of people with disabilities (two slides), the timeliness (is the film a classic or is it significantly out of date with realities of life today) of the message (one slide), and the overall tone (positive, negative) of the film (one slide). (30 points)
· Summation Slide that enumerates how best to use the information (specifically list how you would use the film with others) in the movie. (4 points)
· Create a Presentation Handout (select 3 slides to a page format). PowerPoint will create this document automatically (from the printing choices) for you but you may need assistance from a Computer Lab Technician to find out how it is done. DO NOT PRINT OUT YOUR PRESENTATION FOR A HANDOUT. It is anticipated that a Presentation of 9 slides, utilizing a 3 slides per page format, will result in a Presentation Handout of 3 pages in length.  (5 points)
· Create a Notes document. This provides the presenter with a copy of the slides and space for notes and/or comments. PowerPoint will create this document automatically for you. The Notes document will result in 9 pages, the top half depicts your slide while the lower half is blank or includes your notes. (5 points)
· You will not be making an actual presentation to the class.
Print & Submit both the Presentation Handout and Notes documents. Do not submit a disk. Do not email your presentation. It is not recommended that students use narration, audio or video clips in their PowerPoint Presentation. Keep it simple – basic text, text with color, etc. Inserted Photos are space intensive and leave less room for text. Your grade is text intensive!

Web-Site Presentation Format (50 points)

This assignment requires you to select a disability specific web-site. Then, using Microsoft’s PowerPoint, make a Presentation that documents the actual web-site pages you have chosen. Students may work independently or with a partner for this assignment. The purpose of this task is for students to conduct an in-depth exploration of a particular disability specific web-site and then synthesize and summarize the information learned and your insights to share with others via a PowerPoint Presentation. You must use Screen Shots (you may need assistance from a Computer Lab Technician to find out how this is done) to present a picture of the various pages you explored and your sidebar comments. This assignment is intended to provide you with a Portfolio document, which credentials your ability to use instructional technology. Prepare your PowerPoint Presentation as specified here:

· A minimum of nine (9) slides is required in this presentation.

· Prepare an Introductory &/or Title Slide which identifies you, this course (Ed. 203), and your selected disability specific web-site (2 points)
· The Abstract Slide - prepare an abstract (four sentences) that briefly summarizes what a visitor will find at this web-site. (2 points)
· Six Presentation Slides (using six different screen shots) that document the information presented on six different pages/screens of this web-site. (24 points)
· Summation Slide that enumerates (presents a list) how best to use the information found at this web-site. (4 points)
· Create a Presentation Handout (preferably 3 slides to a page format). PowerPoint creates this document automatically for you (from the printing choices) but you may need assistance from a Computer Lab Technician to find out how it is done. DO NOT PRINT OUT YOUR PRESENTATION FOR A HANDOUT. A Presentation of 9 slides, utilizing a 3 slides per page format, will result in a Presentation Handout of 3 pages in length. (4 points)
· Create a Notes document. This provides you as the presenter with a copy of your slide and space for your notes and/or comments. PowerPoint creates this document automatically for you. (4 points)
· Include on each Notes page, your notes (either handwritten or as prepared text) documenting what you are prepared to say to an audience or class when making this presentation. This is where you present your synthesis of information learned as well as your insights. (10 points)
· You will not be making an actual presentation to the class.
Print & Submit both the Presentation Handout and Presentation Notes documents. Do not email your presentation. Your notes should be text intensive as they form the basis for grading. Skimpy notes result in poorer grades.

Absence of screen shots will result in a 12 point penalty (or 2 points per missing screen shot!

