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	CRESCENT VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

SCIENCE & APPLIED TECH DEPARTMENTS

4444 NW Highland Drive

Corvallis, OR.  97330

541-757-5802



September 18, 2006

Dear Parent or Guardian:

As you know, you have at least one student currently enrolled in one or more science classes offered here at Crescent Valley High School.  Likely, you are also aware of the continuing budget crisis facing the school district. The science department staff recognizes the need to make the most efficient use of the resources available, and have been doing so for several years now.  However, for the second consecutive year, the situation is severe enough to move us to craft this letter.  Our present level of funding is not adequate to provide the experiences (labs, field trips, projects, etc…) that we feel are crucial parts of your student’s experience in our science classes.  The department budget this year is $40 per science class.  Costs that we regularly incur include consumable lab supplies, technology hardware, computer hardware and software, chemicals, equipment repair, and the ongoing replacement of broken items such as glassware.  

We receive some funds for photocopying, and we do have limited access to grant money, but this money is earmarked for specific projects (e.g., the Coffin Butte Fuel Cell Project, the Pre-Engineering Program, etc).  The bottom line is that we don’t believe we will be able to provide the experiences we feel are a crucial part of your child’s education with our present funds.  Unlike a business, we, as teachers and students, have no control over revenue.  Thus, we find ourselves writing this letter.  It is likely that you are as frustrated as we are.  The people who are losing the most are our students.  

You have a chance to make a difference. Donations you make directly to the school to support your child’s education can come directly to the science department.  In other words, your money will come directly to the department for your child’s science education.  If each family who had a child in one of our science classes donated only $5, we would be able to provide the majority of the experiences we feel are important.  Thus, we are requesting voluntary donations in this amount.  Checks can be made out to Crescent Valley High School but please be sure to indicate that it is for the Crescent Valley High School Science Department.  Your donations can be collected by the science teachers or turned in to the main office.  Receipts for tax purposes can be provided if requested.  Alternatively, donations in any amount can be submitted to the Corvallis Public Schools Foundation.  Your gift can be mailed to
Corvallis Public Schools Foundation
P.O. Box 3509J
1555 SW 35th Street
Corvallis, OR 97339-3509

Should you choose to send money to the Foundation, please be sure to indicate on your check that the funds are intended for Crescent Valley Science.  One hundred percent of the monies sent to the Foundation will come back to the CVHS Science Department.

Fiscal flexibility continues to be important.  Money is what we really need.  We cannot, in any given year, forecast what instruments will need to be repaired, or what glassware will need to be replaced.  However, if you are more comfortable with donating items instead of funds, listed on the back of this page are some items that would bring the most benefit.  Any donation would be most welcome. 

We regret having to ask for donations, but we are dedicated to providing the highest quality education we can.  Science education, by its nature, requires materials and supplies that often need to be replaced on an annual basis.  It is hard to provide these resources without funds. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or the Crescent Valley principal, Cherie Stroud.  Thank you very much for your continued support.
Sincerely,

Peg Cornell 








Science Department Liaison, AP Biology and AP Environmental Science



David Beran




Dan Bregar
Chemistry




Biology, Field Biology, Physical Science & Technology
Jenni Bunkelman 



Tim Chambers 




Anatomy & Physiology



Chemistry and Applied Science
Malia Hee




Adam Kirsch
Biology and Honors Biology


Physics, Chemistry and Pre-Engineering Program
Specific Items That Could Be Donated In Lieu of Money
For Science Stockroom/Computer Lab
· Windex, bleach, liquid and powdered forms of dish washing detergent, large and small dish racks
· Ink for Epson large format plotter (for student project presentations)

· Plotter paper for the large format plotter (for student project presentations) 

For All Classes
· White board dry erase markers – black

· USB flash drives for temporary storage of student files

· CD-RW disks for data storage and student use, calculators, bond paper, #2 pencils, ball point pens, duct tape, printer paper, copier transparencies, refillable pump hand soap, paper towels – recycled content preferred, rulers (metric and English), protractors, graph paper, laptop computers 
For Specific Classes

· Book – CRC Physics & Chemistry Reference Manuals (Chemistry, Physics)

· Wood, glue, glue guns, batteries (AA, C), motors, mousetraps, steel ball bearings, and superglue for student projects (Physical Science & Technology, Applied Science)

· Field measuring tapes (300') (Field Biology)

· Rite-in-the-Rain paper (Field Biology)

· Copies of Plants of the Pacific NW Coast (Field Biology)

· Book – Physicians Desk Reference (Anatomy & Physiology)

· Electrophoresis Agarose (Biology)

· Nutrient Agar (Biology)

· Vibrating Vortex (Biology)
· Antibiotic discs (Biology)

· Petri dishes, disposable or reusable (Biology, AP Biology)

· Microcentrifuge tubes (Biology, AP Biology)

· Pipette tips, all sizes (Biology, AP Biology)
· Fund an AP Environmental Science Field Trip (e.g., water treatment center, Coffin Butte), $40 per trip for the bus
· Fund an AP Biology Lab (e.g., Bacterial Transformation, DNA Fingerprinting, Drosophila Genetics), $100 each
· Fund a  visit from Chintimini Wildlife Rehabilitation Center (e.g., Living With Wildlife, Raptor Program) $100 per class visit (AP Biology, Biology)

· Fund a field trip with Salmon Watch,  $35 per class (Biology)
I have read the information provided by the Crescent Valley Science Department regarding a voluntary contribution.

Parent Signature______________________________________
Date_______________

Student Name________________________________________
Period______________
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