The Elements Web Page
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For this assignment, choose an element from the periodic table and conduct some preliminary research on that element.  Collect the information below and place this information on an html document.  Please email your document to Mr. C by the time and date specified in class so that he can place it on our class web page in time for student presentations (tim.chambers@corvallis.k12.or.us ).  Come speak with Mr. Chambers directly if you will be unable to email your document.  This task can be accomplished easily in Microsoft Publisher, Word, or FrontPage.  If you have never made an html document before, use the “Help” menu to get started.

Some elements are quite interesting—they either have a fascinating history or impressive uses –or both.  Some have been known since ancient times, while others are newly discovered.  At this point, you don’t know much about the physical and chemical properties of the elements, but this activity will begin your journey toward a deeper understanding of the 100+ elements on the Periodic Table.

Once you have identified the element you want to investigate, find this information and include it on your web page:

1. Name of the element

2. Chemical symbol

3. Origin of the name/symbol of the element (i.e. Is it Latin?  Greek?  Was it named to honor a famous scientist?   What does the name mean?)

4. History (who discovered it?  How long has it be known?  How has it been used through time?)

5. Natural occurrence (solid, liquid, or gas) and source (where do we find it?)

6. Atomic weight

7. Atomic number

8. Oxidation state(s)

9. Uses 

10. Physical and Chemical Properties (boiling point, freezing point, reactivity)

11. Cautions:  Is it explosive, radioactive, toxic, etc.?   (are there health disorders associated with this element?  

12. Overall significance (required by living organisms?  Important in industry? Environmental implications?)

13. Bibliography (list of books or websites used)

Pictures are nice, but don’t overdo that option to the exclusion of content.  It is the information that is important.  You will be graded on content (accuracy and completion) and presentation (neatness and effort).  You will also be asked to share this information orally in class.  DO NOT USE DIRECT QUOTES HERE – SITE YOUR SOURCES AND PARAPHRASE.

Places to start:  There are many websites devoted to the Periodic Table.  Here are just 2:

http://www.chemsoc.org/viselements/pages/pertable_fla.htm
http://www.webelements.com/webelements/elements/text/Mg/key.html
